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; In which 

A SEPARATION from the Eſtabliſhment 
N is fully juſtified; 

N The Charge of SCHISM is refuted and retorted ; 
| AND THE 


| CHURCH of Ergland and the CHURCH of Jrsus Cur1sT, are 


impartially compared, and found to be CONSTITUTIONS of a 
quite DirrRRENT NATURE. 
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ö We diſire to bear thee— for as concerning Tuis Sect, we know that 
g every whers it is ſpoken againſt. AcTs xxviii. 22. 
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SIX. SN 
h DEBATE. of this kind I ſhould not have 
4 choſe in the preſent Situation of our publick 
q Affairs: But as you have done me the Hon- 
4 our of publickly addreſſing to me 7hree long 
Letters for my Conviction and Edification, Gratitude and 
good Manners conſtrain me to anſwer. 
As worldly Conſiderations are very ſtrong on your 
vide, I aſſure you, I have an Ear always open to any 
ing that can ſhew Conformity to be my Duty. Diſſen- 
5 are not Men of ſo peculiar a Turn of Mind, as to love 
uffering and Reproach, or to deſpiſe the Dignities, Pre- 
jerments, and lucrative Poſts, to the Amount of Millions 
Year, which are ſhared amongſt their Fellow- ſubjects, 
ould they with a good Conſcience partake of them, as | 
hey have à natural Right to do. 3 — 
t. 11 


1 
* 


333 [6] | 2 
But, notwithſtanding this Prejudice in Favour of your . g 
Argument, and all the Ingenuity with which you ſet An; 
it off, I cannot ſay it has wrought in me the Conviftion 


nou 
you ſeemed to hope. So far, Sir, from this, that the Ui 
more carefully I examine the Grounds ef my Separation, he 
the more thoroughly I am convinced of its Lawfulneſs obe 
and Expediency ; that tis a Debt I owe to Gop, to Li- C 
berty, to Truth, and an Act of Homage and Allegiance due to r. 


80h 
» 
: and to 
to CHRIST, the only Law-giver and King in the Church. Sin | 
I ſhall- not enter upon-the Enquiry, on- which you : ye 
largely expatiate, who are the beſt Livers, Churchmen „ & 
or Diſſenters ? And amongſt, which the beſt Means © jn 
for holy living are found? Let the World judge be- „ Si 
twixt us. Would to Gop that both of us had greater c ywj 
Reaſon to boaſt ! | © to. 
The Controverſy betwixt us, Sir, I apprehend may * W 
eaſily be brought to a plain and ſbort Iſſue, if you will Ce i 
heartily join in it. It turns upon the ſingle Point of the * ey 
XXth Article of your Church, viz. That THE Cnurcn# wh 
hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority ® int 
in Matters of Faith. For if THe CHuxc hath really this per 
Authority and Power, then all Objections of the Diſ-· are 
ſenters about Sponſors, the Croſs in Baptiſm, kneeling$ wit 
at the Lord's Supper, and every other Thing, are im- & far 
pertinent and vain : The Church having this Authority $# moi 
ought reverently to be obeyed. And, if inſtead of two You 
or three Ceremonies, it had enjoined two or three“ ſtai 
Score; and if to the Thirty-nine Articles it had adde on 
an hundred beſides, we ought meekly to have -bowedF dan 
down to her ſpiritual Juriſdiction, and to have prattiſe& and 
and believed as the Church had taught and enjoined. + I ha 
But, if on the Contrary, Sir, the Church hath reallMd /c 
and in Truth, No Power at all, nor Authority of thifon I { 
kind; yea, if CyrisT, the great Law-giver and King Fiſh, t. 
the Church, hath expreſly commanded that No Powe 
of this kind ſhall ever be claimed, or ever be yielded, b 
any of his Followers; then your Church is reprehenſib + L 


VA 
2 


1 SA; 
our and highly criminal before Gop, for uſurping this Power: 
ſet And then the Diſſenters are juſtified, and will have Ho- 
ion pour before Gop, for entering their Proteſt againſt ſuch 
the ſurpation; for aſſerting the Rights and Privileges of 
ion, She Chriſtian Church; and ſtanding faſt in the Liberty 
1eſs obere with CHRIST has made them 4 Sq 
Li- Our Separation from the Eſtabliſhment you are pleaſed 
due to repreſent in very terrifying and black Colours, as a 
rch.. Sin of near the firſt Magnitude ---- © Our Miniſters, 
you & you ſay, have Guilt lying heavily upon them on Ac- 
men ' count of their ſchiſmatical and uncatholick Proceed- 
leans 4 ings.---- They are notoriouſly peccant (i. e. are great 
> be- © Sinners) in throwing off the Authority of thoſe 
eater c whom they ought to obey and ſubmit themſelves 
& to. ---- Their Conduct is ſuch as you challenge all the 
| may * Wit and Ingenuity of the Nation ever to reconcile 
u will 7 with holy Living ---- You repreſent them as carnal, 
ff the 4 evil, and deceitful Workers, diſorderly Walkers, 
lunch whom Gop will, undoubtedly, for theſe Things bring 
thority® into Judgment“; and the Faithful, far from being 
ly this permitted to enter into any paſtoral Relation to them, 
2 Dil-F are not permitted to have any Chriſtian Communion. 
eeling$ with them; no, not ſo much as any intimate unneceſ- 
re im · ¶ ſary Acquaintance and Familiarity with them in com- 
thority# mon Lite f; with much more to the ſame Purpoſe. 
of two You ſpeak alſo © of the Lay-diſſenter, as having 
three“ ſtained his Soul with Guilt + ; and of the Doctrine 
added on which our Separation is built, as being falſe and 
bowedF dangerous F. This you wiſh me to lay to Heart, 
tactiſed and ſeriouſly to conſider.” 
ined. 4 I have, according to your Wiſh, Sir, lain it to Heart, 
1 -reallMd ſeriouſly conſidered. The Reſult of my Conſidera- 
of thifſon I ſhall now freely give you; and in return heartily 
King Fiſh, that laying aſide all Prejudice and worldly Attach- 
Po WEF — 2 ů ͥ—ũͥ( — ͤ— —3ĩv 323ů—32—ũ%«ͥq — m 
Ided, by Letter I. Page 82, 83. f Letter II. Page 8. 
enſibll + Letter II. Page 26, Letter III. Page 59. 
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mente, you wauld impardially conſider · What is the 
true Natute and Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church; 
and what the Allegiance, which, as a Subject of Ixsus 
CnzisT, you owe to Hm the only Law-giver and King 
in the Churchz who will ſhortly'call you to Account 
for your Conduct in this Reſpect. | F 
To come then to the Point ---- Tur Cnvrcn you ſay, 
and ſolemnly ſubſcribe it, hath Power to decree Rites, and 
Authority in Matters of Rath. This is the grand Hinge 
upon which the whole Controverſy turns. Now here, 
Sir, let me ask you, 

Finsr. Y/hat Cuukcn is it, to whom this Authority 
and Power is given? You will, doubtleſs, ſay, the Church 
of England; for the Church of England expreſly claims 
and exerciſes this Power; and you avow and defend it 
in this Exerciſe and Claim : Yea, this is the very Baſis 
on which its whole Frame and Hierarchy ſtands, It 
obliges all its Miniſters to ſubſcribe to Articles of Faith, 
which 1t hath authoritatively decreed; and to uſe in re- 


ligious Worſhip Ceremonies and Rites, which it hath 


authoritatively enjoyned. 
But mind, Sir, I beſeech you, the Conſequences of 
this Claim. If the Church of England hath really this 
Authority and Power, hath not the Church of France 
---- the Church of Spain ---- the Church of Rome, the very 
fame ? Hath England, in this Matter, any Privilege 
from God, any ſpiritual Prexogative, any Character from 
Heaven, which its neighbour Countries have not? You 
will not pretend it has. But if it has no Privilege nor 
Prerogative of this kind, then the Church of France, and 
the Cburch of Rome have alſo, yon acknowledge, Power 
to decree Rites and Ceremonies in God's Worſhip, and Au- 
THORITY in Points of Faith; conſequently, all the Fop- 
peries and Superftitions of the Romiſb Church, at leaſt, 
which cannot be proved to be contrary to the Word 
of Gop, are to be reverently ſubmitted to by all the 
Members of the Church, and cordially received. 4 

N ut 
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- But will not your claiming this Power for the Church, 


abſolutely overthrow the Reformation itſelf, and ſubvert - 


the very Foundation of the Church you ſeek to eſtabliſh ? 
For till you can ſhew, why the Church of England is 
poſſeſſed of this Power, but not the Cburch of Rome; 
why a Body of acknowledged fallible Men in Britain 


have Authority .to make and to enjoin Articles of 


Faith, but not a Body of pretended infallible Men 
at Dent; whence ENGLAND came thus ſpiritually-gifted, 
and endowed beyond all its neighbour Kingdoms - your 
Separation from the Church of Rome is incapable of a juſt 
and ſolid Defence. 1 {2 

To this, perhaps, you will reply ---- But our Church 
hath expreſly guarded againſt any ſuch Abuſe of the 
Power it claims, by adding in the XXth Article ---- Tet 
is it not lawful for the Church to ordain any Thing that is 
eontrary to God's Word written ; neither may it ſo expound 
une Place of Scripture that it be repugnant to another, But, 
upon this, Ientreat your Patience for theſe two Remarks : 
Iſt, Whatever Ceremony or Rite then cannot be ſhewn 
to be CONTRARY to Gop's Word, your Church, yea, the 
Church of Rome hath, you acknowledge, full Authority 
to enjoin: Conſequently, as your Church, by Virtue of 
this Authority, hath enjoined the Croſs in Baptiſm, it 
hath full Power alſo to require you to croſs .yourſelves, 
whenever you enter the Place of Worſhip, ſay your 
Prayers, look towards the Eaſt, touch the Bible, fit at 
Meat It hath full Power to enjoin the Uſe of Salt 
and Spittle in Baptiſm, Chriſin, extreme Unction, and an 
hundred. other Things which are no more contrary t 
Gop' Word than the Croſs in Baptiſm is. 


it to be decently; ſprinkled upon its Members ( for- a 
Things, you know, are to be done decently and in Order) 


in Token that they ſhall Korp.themiplves pure 2. 
WL A: ee er in: 
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. be: 
As your Church now conſecrates Ground, it has ny 

whit as much Power to conſecrate the other Klemm and 
to make holy Water, as well as holy Earth; and to 2 50 
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| [ Sin: It hath Power to conſecrate holy Knives to eut the 


af ſacramental Bread; holy Baſins and Ewers for the Prieſts 3 
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to waſh in before the Sacrament, holy Weſtments and 
Robes, and a great Variety of holy-Uten/ils, lighted Tapers 
for the Altar, Oc. (all which, you know, Sir, was done 


dy your admired Biſhop Laud) knocking on the Breaſt, 4 f 
bowing towards the Eaſt, Proſtration before the Altar.--- } 


All theſe, I ſay, and innumerable other Ceremonies your 
Church claims Authority and Power to enjoin; for none 
of theſe. can be ſhewn to be more contrary to the Word 


Gop, or to be a whit more ſuperſtitious, ridiculous, 
or abſurd, than the croſſing at Baptiſm, or the ſolemn * 
Conſecration of Churches and their Yards. But, | 


2dly. The Limitation or Guard, which the Article 
feems to put upon this Power of the Church, is really 


of no Force, and amounts to nothing at all. | 
For tho' it ſays ---- That the Church may not ordain , 


any Thing CONTRARY to GoD's Word, nor ſo ex- 
ound one Scripture as to be REPUGNANT to ano- 
ther : Yet of this Repugnance and Contraiety, the 
CHURCH alone, you will obſerve, and not every private 
Perſon, is allowed to be the proper Judge: For elſe the 
Article is abſurd ; it actually overthrows itſelf 3 and 
takes away, with one Hand, what it gives with the 
other. For, if every private Perſon hath Authority to 
judge of the Church's Deciſions, and to reject them, if 
they appear to him repugnant to Scripture; then the 


Church's Authority in Points of Faith comes to juſt nothing 
at all. It is an Authority to decree, where none are bound 


to ſubmit; that is, an Authority over no Body, an Autho- 
rity to do nothing. But ſuch a ſenſeleſs, unmeaning, im- 


pertinent Claim, can never be the Deſign and Import 
Of this Article. 


It does claim therefore for the Church 
ome real Authority to ſettle Points of Faith; conſe- 


_- Quently, to Points thus aut horitatively ſettled by it, pri- 
pate Chriſtians, its Members are, reverently to ſubmit, 


even tho' to their own Judgments they appear repug- 
nant to the Word of Gov. 
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cordingly, in Conſequence of this Claim, your Church 
have aut horitat ively decreed Thirty-nine Articles of Faith; 
and theſe it declares to have decreed for the taking away 
Difference of Opinion, and to eſtabliſh an Agreement in true 
Religion. The plain Language of Authority. Theſe 
Articles it obliges all its Miniſters to ſubſcribe; and 
our Princes, as Heads and Governors of the Church, have 


* authoritatively forbid its Clergy to preach any Thing 
' repugnant to them, and required them to frame their 


Sermons according to the Plan here preſcribed. From 


all which it appears, that, notwithitanding the pretended 


* Limitation, there is a real Authority claimed by the Church, 


that is to ſay, by its Governors, to ſettle Points of Faith. 
But if there be ſuch Authority really veſted in them, t hen 
the People are bound to ſubmit to their Deciſions, and 


have no Right of private Judgment to examine or rejeck 


them; for there cannot be t] ] Cox TRA DIc ro Rights ; 


12 Right in Governors to preſcribe, and a Right in Sub- 


jects to refuſe. ---- But if the Church of England has really 


the Church of Rome. 


this Authority and Right, the Church of Rome had it 
before her ; and, as the elder and Mother-church, ought 
to have been obeyed. The Reformation, therefore, as 
we are wont to call it, was a Rebellion againſt Superiors, 
a Diſobedience to the Authority veſted in the Church, 
and ought, as ſuch, as be renounced by returning to 


/b Prieſt will turn upon 
the Church of England its own dangerous Artillery; and 
by the mere Conceſſions of this XXth Articlz, thouſands 
of Proſelytes have, no doubt, been gained from you. 
Nor, with all your Ingenuity, would you find it eaſy 
to ward off the Force of ſuch Arguing, ſhould any of 
your Pariſhioners be likely to be ſeduced. And this, 
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* Preface to XXXIX Articles. 


In this Manner, Sir, a Romi 


* 


perhaps, 


This, Sir, muſt. be the real Meaning and Intent of © 
the Article, notwithſtanding the reſtritive Clauſe. Ac- - *W 


[ 12 ] 


perhaps, is the Reaſon why the numerous Converts | 


"theſe Prieſts are ſaid to make, are gathered all from 
your Church; whereas, from amongſt the Diſſenters, you 
ardly ever hear of one gained. But, , 

SeconDLy. I want much to be enlightened as to THE 
'PersoONs who are inveſted with this Authority and Power. 
You ſay, it is the Church: But Who, I pray, are the 
Church, in whom this great Power is lodged ? You will 
pleaſe to obſerve well, Sir, not the Biſhops and Clergy, 
who are wont to ſpeak of themſelves as our ſpiritual 
Paſtors and Guides, as being over us in the Lord, as Ste- 
warde of the Myſteries, &c. This Power to order the 
Manner of Gop's Worſhip, and to ſettle Articles of 
Faith, is not at all lodged in them, but entirely in the 
KinG and PARLIAMENT of theſe Realms. 

You need not be informed, Sir, that all the Clergy of 


this Kingdom, with all the Biſhops at their Head, have 


not the leaſt Authority to enjoin one Ceremony cr Rite 
of Worſhip; or to either eſtabliſh or ann! one Article 
of Faith, No, but all Power and Juriſdiction relating 
to theſe Matters is lodged chiefly in Lay-hands ; 'tis 
ſolely in the King and ParLramenr, and the Clergy are 
to act in all Things under their Direction and Controul. 
The King and Parliament are in Truth the real Fathers, 
Governors, or Biſhops of this Church: Theſe o have 
Power to make or to unmake Forms and Rites of Wor- 
ſhip, and do authoritatively inſtruct and preſeribe to the 
Clergy what they are to believe ---- in what Manner, 
and to whom the Sacraments are to be given -- what 


Prayers they are to offer up ---- what Doctrine to 
preach ---- who are to be admitted to the Epiſcopate or 


Prieſthood, and who to be refuſed ---- by what Ceremo- 
mes, Prayers, and Exhortations they are to beſet apart, 


and confecrated to their Office ---- Theſe, with every © 
other Circumſtance relating to Religion and the Wor- 
ſhip of Gov, which is authoritatively preſcribed or en- 


* 1 
12 


joined in your Church, you know, Sir, not the Mert 2 
7 | and 
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und Clergy, but the Kix with his Parliament, are the 
only Perſons who have autforitatively enjoined and pre- 
2 ſcribed them. 


* © The Clergy of the whole Land, in Convocation aſ- 
Hs | t ſembled, cannot ſo much as attempt any Canons or Con- 
er. | “ ſtitutions without the King's Licence. If the King and 


the | Clergy make a Canon, tho* it binds the Clergy in re 
ill 1 s ecclefraſtica, yet it does not bind Laymen 8.“ 
gy, * Yea, ſo far, Sir, were the Biſhops and Clergy from havin 
ual any Hand in the firſt forming our 3 eſtabliſhed 
tet Church, or in ordering its Rites and Articles of Faith, that 
the it was done not only without, but in aFual Oppoſition to 
of them: © For in the 1ſt of Q. Eliz. the Parliament alone 
the eſtabliſhed the Queen's Supremacy and the Common- 
* prayer- book, in ſpite of all Oppoſition from the Biſhops 
of es in the Houſe of Lords; ; and the Convocation then 
ave * „ ſitting, were fo far from having any Hand in thofe 
dite „ Church acts for Reformation, that they preſented to 
icle Es the Parliament ſeveral Propoſitions in Behalf of the 


ting Tenets of Popery, directly contrary to the Proceedings 


tis 6 of the Parliament. 
Hence then, Sir, I think you muſt be abſolutely forced 


A 


oul. to own (what I know Gentlemen of your Robe don't 
bers, care to hear) viz. That the Church of England is really a 
«oy PARLIAMENTARY Church; that it is not properly an Ally, 


) the „ g Vide Examination of the Cedex, Sc. Pag. 114, 148. By the 
mer, ** 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. it is a Præmunire for the Conwocation 


what 0 meet without the Kings Writ : Aud when they are met, to do any 
> to thing without the King's Licence: Aud then no Reſolution of thtirs to 

bade the Forceof a Canon, unleſi the King confirm it. Nor is it then 
fe r . walid, if it be contrarient or repugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſ- 
emqQ- * ” toms of this Realm, or be to the Damage or Hurt of the King's Prero- 


part, gative royal ---- And of this the Courts of Weſtminſter. Hall muff 
judge .- Hale, in his Analyſis (Page 12.) ſays, I eccleſiaſtical Laws 

are not confirmed by Parliament, the King may revoke and annuel them 

at his Will and Pleaſure. .--- Vide Notes on an Anſwer to the Exam - 

ation of the Biſhop of London's Codex. 

2 * Vide Priefuroft i in Perfection, Pref. Page 4. 
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BHS 7 
but a mere Creature of the ele. It depends entirely Far 
upon the Ads and Authority of PARLIAMENT for its very tho 
Eſſence and Frame. The Qualifications of its Miniſters, 9 
their Power to officiate, the Manner in which they are Lay 
to adminiſter the Sacraments, are all limited and pre- %, e 
ſcribed by Authority of Parliament, and this Authority, ove 
which at firſt made, can alone alter and new make it; exer 
can aboliſh, or add to its Articles or Rites, according % ci) 
to its. Pleaſure, even tho' the whole Body of Biſhops #7þe | 
and Clergy ever ſo much diſlike, or proteſt earneſtly this 
againſt it. are 
It is a Point therefore inconteſtible, and abſolutely out Fait 
of Doubt, that THE Cnvkcn, your Article declares to the 
have this Authority and Power here, is the KinG and be 
PARLIAMENT of theſe Realms; and it is no other than ther 
they. Bar, 8 7] 
TrrDLY. The grand Point which yet ſticks, and, this 
which, without your Aſſiſtance, I ſhall never get over, ing 
is, how came the civil Magiſtrate by this Authority in beit 
the Church of CurisT ? Who gave him this Power to Mat 
decree Rites in Chriſtian Worſhip, which Chriſt never of ( 
decreed; and to make Articles of Faith which Chriſt Te 
never made? Neither CnkisT, nor the Apoſtles, ever Bod 
gave him this Authority; whence then is it derived? new 
The Subjection to higher Powers, and Obedience to Ma. to 2 
giſtrates, which the Scriptures enjoin Chriſtians, relates Chu 
only to civil, not at all to religious Matters: For this ob- vad. 
vious Reaſon ; that the Maſtigrate at that Time was hen. 
every where Pagan. The. Apoſtles therefore inſtead of Fceiv 
paying, or exhorting Chriſtians to pay, any Subjection upo 
to him in religious Affairs, ſtrenuouſly exhorted them hav 
to renounce and diſavow it to come out from among eve 
them, and be ſeparate. They were every where, you ® 
know, Sir, Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed Church. 4 
CHRISTIANITY is ſo far from enjoining, that it actually 
Forbids, Obedience to civil Governors in Things of a re. 
ligious Nature: It commands us to call no * 3 
| art“ 


.. 


15 


Cart h Fat ber ar Maſter 9, i. e. to acknowledge no Au- 
very Mhority or Juriſdiction of any in Matters of Religion, 
ters, but to remember that Ons, one only is our Maſter and 
are Law-giver, even CHRIST; and all Chriſtians are Brethren ; 
pre- j. e. ſtand upon an equal Foot, having no Dominion 
rity, over one another. Tho' the Princes of the Gentiles 
> It ; erxerciſe Dominion over them, and they who are Great ex- 
ding erciſe Authority upon them, yet it ſhall not, our Lord ſays, 


ſhops F*he ſo amongſt you f. Nay, but your Church replies, in 
eſtly this its XXth Article, it ſhall be ſo among ſt us. There 

are ſome who have Authority over others in Matters of 
out Faith There are other Maſters beſides CurisT, Thus 
2s to the Article and the Scripture manifeſtly claſh : Will you 
and be ſo good, Sir, as to adjuſt the Controverſy betwixt 
than them, and tell me which I am to follow. 

The Church is CurtsT's Kingdom, a Kingdon not of 
and, "this World: For his voluntary Humiliation and Suffer- 


» Ver, 


ing of Death, he is advanced to the high Honour of 


ty in being ſole Law-giver, Judge and Sovereign in religious 
er to Matters ----- He only hath Authority to fix the Terms 
lever of Communion for his Followers or Church; and the 
Chriſt Terms which He hath fix'd, no Man upon Earth, nor 
ever Body of Men, have Authority to ſet aſide, to alter or 
d? new make. And if any Man upon Earth ſhall preſume 
Ma. to alter, or new make, Terms of Communion in his 


lates Church; they are guilty of great Arrogance, and in- 
s ob- vade his Authority and Throne. But this, we appre- 
Wes hend, is what you have done. You will not now re- 
ad of ceive a Perſon to publick Baptiſm or the Lord's-Supper 
Ction upon the Terms on which CuRISsT and his Apoſtles would 
them have received him. Neither Cnkisr nor his Apoſtles 
zmong. ever made the Sign of the Croſs, or other Sponſors beſides 
you the Parents, neceſſary to a Child's Baptiſm ; nor did 
they ever make kneeling a neceſſary Term of receiving 
tually the Sacramental-Supper; but both thoſe you make 
a 76 | 
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neceſſary ®. Thus you have taken upon you to new _ 
the Church of Ca1sT, to change and ſet aſide his tis 
and make others in their Room. 

Now give me leave to aſk you, Sir, by what Authority 
do you preſume to reject thoſe from your Church, whom 


reac 
| Or 
. wha 
Ord 


in your Conſcience you believe CHa ISH and bis Apoſtles Lore 
would have received into theirs? Are you wiſer than they? ick 
Or is your Church better framed, and more perfect than Na) 


theirs ? If an honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian now brings his Tab 
Child to you to be publickly baptized, deſiring it may be 5a tl 
done without the Sign of the Croſs, and that bimſelf may not 
ſtand forth as Surety for its Education; would you not re- thou 
fuſe bim? Or if he deſired to be admitted to the Com. ide: 
munion of Chriſtians, in the other Sacrament of the and 
Supper, but that he might not take it Kneeling : Would this 
you not reel: him? But if the ſame Perſon had come to 1 
Jesvs CuRISTH or the Apoſtles, offering himſelf and Childs Fu 
upon the ſame Terms, would they not have received him? Of f 
But how | is it, Sir, that you take upon you to reje# from . f 
CnrivgrT's Family and Church, thoſe whom you believe © 
H1MSELF would have received ? Is not this Lording it oer "OR 
Gpp's Heritage, and uſurping Car 1sT's Throne? Is it Pug 
not ſetting yourſelves up for Law-Makers and Rulers in 29 V 
his Kingdom ; Claiming Homage from his Subjects? 
And are not his faithful Subjects, by the Allegiance they 
owe hin, obliged to enter their Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſur- 40 tl 
pation, and to Hand faſt in the Liberty wherewith CHRIST þ c g. 
Bas ſ:1 them free ? v7 h 

Where then, let me appeal to your own ſober Judg-y,*««. ( 
ment, does the Guilt of Schiſm lie: Upon you or upon 4 1; 
as ? Upon vs, who offer our ſelves io Communion in your Re 7 
u — ——— _ — — - cc hk; 

7 T he XXVIIch Canon requires, the Miniſter never wittingly to = 2 
adminiſter the Commgnion to any, but to ſuch as kneel. The XXIXth 


Canon requires, that no Parent ſhall be urged to be preſent at his 2 . hi 
Child's Baptiſm; nor be admitted to anſyer 22 Godiather for his own © d, 
* 5 40 b 
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Church upon the Terms which CursT appointed, and ate 


aws, ready to do every Thing which Cuxisr has commanded: 


Or upon you who abſolutely reject us, unleſs, beſides 


Yrity what CarisT hath order'd, we will ſubmit alſo to ſome 
hom Orders and Devices of your own ? We come as the 
les Lord's Servants, and deſire to eat at the Lord's-Table, 
hey? with reverent Submiſſion to all bis Appointments. 


than 


Nay but, ſay you, you ſhall-not come to the Lord's- 


s his Table, unleſs, you will kneel; 7. e. unleſs you will come 


y be ia that Poſture, which tho“ Carisr in his Wiſdom did 
may not think proper, yer which ws in ow Wiſdom have 
't re. thought proper to ordain. In other Words, unleſs be- 
om. Aides being CnrisT's Servants, you will alſo be ours; 
the and pay Subjection to our Inſtitution and Authority in 
ould this religious Rite. | 
e to Ibis, Sir, is the true State of the Controverſy be- 
bild twixt us: Judge now, I pray you, with the Impartiality | 
im? Of a Chriſtian, who makes the Schiſm, and who has reaſon 
from to fear being brought into Judgment, by the great Law- 
lere giver of the Church, for the unhappy Breach which 
„ver ſubſiſts. Let a great Prelate who at preſent adorns 
Is it one of the higheſt Stations of your Church be heard as 
Fudge betwixt us. In all other Societies, the expreſs 
* „Will of the Founder, and the Terms of Fellowſhip 
. 85 „ and Communion which he has laid down, are ac- 
FEY 4 counted ſacred. In all other Kingdoms the Vill of 
Jiur- «© the ſupreme Power is a Law. No one pretends, or 
RISTy (c dares, pretend, to make Laws of equal Force with 
| © his. How hard then is the Fate of the Chriſtian 
dg. e Church, or of the Kingdom of Cunisr, when his Will 
upon is declared inſufficient, and the invented Words and 
your *** Neciſions of his Subjects are made co-ordinate with 


„his own, equally excluſive of others of his Subjects 


ly '2 rom the Communion of their Fellow. Subjects! And 


C1Xth 1 
at his 


3 
1 


1 
FA 
* 


« how hard is the Fate of thoſe Believers in him, who 


# 


is own deſire Communion upon the Terms God bas preſcribed, ta 
be excluded by the Words of Men; by the Inven- 
urch C 7s tions 
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«tions of Men, impoſed * them for his Precepts! Ki. 
cc And how unhappy is the Church, to be reduced by A 
4 any ſuch Methods within more narrow Bounds than fo 
& our LoxD himſelf bas confined it! * | I. 
But you are in Readineſs to retort, and with great at 
Aſſurance tell me, That the Avoidance of Kneeling th. 
c“ inſiſted upon by our Miniſters, is not leſs an Impoſition 
« than your enjoining it. -- That we do really impoſe th. 
& the Obſervance of one particular Geſture upon our an 
« Communicants. ---- That ſitting is the regular, unva- arc 
& ried Practice of our Churches; obſerved as conſtantly E:. 
cc and univerſally amongſt us, as Kneeling is amongſt” am 
& you, - never allowed to be departed from; which xef 
& our Miniſters require, inſiſt upon, and refuſe to abate.”'--- b 


And you ask me If one ſhould preſent himſelf to df 
«© take the Sacrament ſtanding, or offer to take it on a 
5 his Knees, whether I don't think he would undergo xf 
« ſome ſevere Expoſtulations, and be plainly told, we & | 
« had no ſuch Cuſtom, nor the Churches of Gop, and_it #* 
« would not be given him at all .“ _ 
I believe the World will be ſurprized, Sir, and that “ 
an ingenius Bluſh will cover your own Face, when you t 
find that this Account of us is abſolutely without Truth, “ 
and quite contrary to Fact. I have ſpent my whole 
Life amongſt the Diſſenters, and am acquainted with a Sc 
great Number of their Churches and Miniſters ; but beg 
never once, till now, heard that SiTTING at the Lord's. our 
Table was ever inſiſted on as a Term of Communion Bre 
with them; or that it is their unvaried and univerſal Sol 
Practice. The contrary to this, I know to be Truth. Whe 
In the Church to which I myſelf belong, there is 2 and 
Perſon who for many Years has conſtantly received I 
EELING, without the leaſt Offence to the Congregs'Wip 
OO ⁰ I I III ««««k«4„„1⸗„ꝛ„ iſ 
* Biſhop of Wincheſter's Poſtſcript to his Anſwer io EN 
Dr. Hare's Sermon, page 254. . 
+ Letter II. pag. 56, 57, 58. Letter III. pag. 8,9 f 
tion, 
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cepts 1 ion, or any Expoſtulation from the Miniſter on that 
ed by Account. In ſome of our Churches, I am well in- 
than formed, there are ſome who receive Standing, ſome 
Aneeling: In this every one amongſt us is left entirely 
great at his Liberty. Tho' the Poſture of Sitting be generally 
eeling thought by us moſt ſuitable to the Commemorative-Supper 
oſition pf our LokD inſtituted inſtead of the Paſchal-Supper of 
impoſe the Fews; and moſt agreeable to the Practice of CHRIS 
on our and his Apoſtles, who, without all peradventure, Sat 
, unva- around the Table; yet in this we are all left to follow 
ſtantly Reely our own Perſuaſion. Nor is there, I believe, 
mongſt amongſt our Miniſters one in five hundred, who would 
which xefuſe to give the Sacrament either Standing or Kneeling 
ate.“ $0 any one who thought either of theſe the fitteſt Poſture 
\ſelf to pdf receiving. Our Liberty as to this Matter you might 
e it on Have feen in Baxter's reform'd Liturgy ; where it is 
ndergo &xpreſly ſaid, ---- © And let none of the People be forced 
d, we . to ſit, ſtand or kneel in the Ad of receiving, whoſe Judg- 
and it #* ment is againſt it.” And in Dr. Calamy's brief Ac- 
count, Cc. which you appear to have read “ The 

nd that “ Communicants amongſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, are AT Ly 
1en you d BERTY to uſe THEIR OWN POSTURE in the Time of Ri 
Truth, “ ceiving; tho' a Table Geſture is moſt commonly uſed f. 
whole Thus, Sir, I have at large conſidered your Charge o 
| with 2 SculsM upon the Diſſenters; and hope by this time you 
s; but begin to think more favourably of us; and to Guſtif 
Lord's. our Principles as truly catholic and generous ; the onl: 
1munion Proad-Bottom on which the Peace of the Church can be 
univerſa Jolidly fixed; and that the Guilt of the Separation lies 
Truth. Wholly on your Church, which inſiſts upon UNcHRISTIAN 
ere is 1 and UnscrieTuraL Terms of communicating with it. 
receive! But I hope to finiſh your Conviction, Sir, and to 
2ngrega Wipe off every Speck of the Taint of Schiſm from 
Dilhenters, by calling to your Remembrance your own 
nſwer to xcellent Definition of the catholic or chriſtian Church; 


ag. 8,9, f Letter to a Divine in Germany, pag. 11. h 
tion, 0 and 
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and reaſoning with you on it. The catholic Church, Is 
& you ſay *, is one outward and viſible Society DIVINELY ney 
& inſtituted; the moſt admirable and glorious Society under el 
& Heaven. Mind, Sir, your own Words; and it Str. 
would ſoon end the Debate. If it be a Society DIvineLY Pro 
* then whatever Society, is not of Divine, but ſtoi 
of meerly buman Inſtitution, is not the Church of For 
Chriſt. If it be a Society divinely inſtituted, then the uE 
Terms of Admiſſion into this Society, and the Qualifica Nor 
tions of its Members are divinely fix d, i. e. fixed by I 
the Will and Authority of Gop : Whatever vi/ib whe 
Cociety then hath its Terms of Admiſſion and the Quali- inte 
fications of its Members Nor divinely fix'd, fix d only by cep 
the Will and Authority of Men, cannot be the truly whi 
catholis and chriſtian Church. 1. 
Now here ſhall I intreat you, Sir, with the Imparti- uſec 
ality of a Chriſtian, who has nothing but Truth and the Chu 
Will of God in view, to ſtop a Moment and compare wled 


the ConsTITUTION of the Church of England, and the Poſt 


\ConsT1TUTION of the Church of Chriſt, and ſee if they and 
are not Societies of a quite different Frame ; the one: ing 
2 the other a divine Inſtitution; the one reſting latte 

ntirely on the Authority and Will of Men, the othet cr 
pon the Will and Authority of GOD. Diſt; 
If you enquire after the Conſtitution and Frame d In 
the Church of Chriſt, where muſt you look for it? onl; ſean; 
Fin the Bible f. But if you enquire after the Conſtitu Tab 


tion and Frame of the Church of England, where muſ but i 


you look for that? in the Statute-book, in the Canons, Mili 
and Common-prayer-book, and in the Codes of the Engliſh-ally 
Law. the 
The Church of CnzisT is a religious Eſtabliſnment Hen 
founded upon the Scriptures, as the only authentic RuleMs | 
of its Doctrines and Worſhip; the Church of —— In 
FFP ᷣͤ 0 T er 
Letter I. pag. 73. f The Bible only is the Rel Mebe 
gion of Proteſtants. Chillingwortb. Ther ( 
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Church, is a civil Eiabhdbmentl founded upon Ads of Parlia. 
VINELY nent, as the only authentic Rule of what is to be 
y under pelie ved and practiſed therein. The one a ſpiritual 
and it Structure, built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
VINELY Prophets, JEsus CuRIsT himſelf being the chief Corner- 
ne, but ſtone: The other a political Structure, built upon the 
urch of Foundation of the Lords and Commons of the Realm, 
en the uE KINc, as ſupreme Head, being the chief Corner- 
ualifica ſtone. 
xed by Into the Church of Chriſt any Perſon may be admitted, 
* viſibl Who ſubmits to the Terms appointed by Chriſt : But, 
Quali-: into the Church of England, he cannot be admitted, ex- 
only by cept over and above theſe, he ſubmits alſo ro Terms 
e truly which human Authority hath inſtituted and deviſed. 
In Chriſt's Church the Lord's-fupper is appointed and 
mparti- uſed o for ſpiritual and religious Ends; bur, in the 
and the urch of England, it is notoriouſly both inſtituted and 
ompare Wed for political and worldly Ends, to qualify for a 
and the Poſt. In the former 'twas appointed with Intention, 
if they and as a mean of uniting all Chriſtians; and of deſtroy- 
e one : ing all Variance and Diſtinctions betwixt them. In the 
reſting ter 'tis appointed with Intention, and as a Mean of 
1e othet Mſcriminating and dividing Chriſtians; and of making a 
Diſtinftion betwixt one and another. 
rame d In the Chriſtian Church, no openly debauched or 
-? onl; ſeandalouſly wicked Perſon has a Right to come to the 
onſtitu Table of the Lord, or to partake of its Proviſions ; 
re muſ but in the Church of England, if ſuch a Perſon has a Com- 
+ Canons, Miſſion from the King in the Army or the Fleet, or 
Engliſh-altiy profitable Poſt, this gives him a Right to come to 
the Communion-Table, a Right to demand the holy 
;ſhment.Wements at the Prieſt's Hands, as a Qualification for 
tic Rule his Poſt. | | 
NOLAN In the ſcriptural Church of Chriſt, there are no ſuch Of- 


— Heers ever heard of as Anchbiſhops, Deans, Archdeacons, 
he Rel Mebendaries, Canons,” Chancellors, &c. - But there is ano- 


er Church, you know, Sir, where theſe are Officers of 
104 great 
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great Influence, of high Importance” and Rank. But no 
whence came this pompous Train? From the apoſtolick and 
Fountain at Feruſalem, or from the corrupted Source at f 


( 
Rome ? . hav 


The Church of Chriſt never excommunicates, nor pre- put 
tends to exerciſe its Diſcipline upon any but its own Ric 

embers; For what have I to do, the Apoſtle ſays, o Ma) 
judge them that are without * ? But the Church of England ion 
extends its eccleſiaſtical Authority over thoſe who never? Mot 
belonged to it; and by a very extraordinary Act of Pow. Stro 
er, excommunicates ſuch as never were of its Communion; o bt 
that is, it caſts ſuch from, who never were init. In of « 
common Life ſuch a Thing would be reckoned mar. hot: 
vellous indeed. Should I ſolemnly threaten, {yea aEtu- Teſta 
ally proceed to caſt a Perſon out of my Houſe,  agai 
who never was in it, I ſhould work as great a Miracle *: 
as was ever wrought in the Church of Rome: But Mi 
racles of this kind, Sir, your Church, you know ſome + 
times works. And 

Again; the Rod with which the Church of Cbriſ à mu 
chaſtiſes its Delinquents is ſpiritual, not carnal ; but - Gecau, 
the Rod of the Church of England is carnal, not ſpiritual, and 
By the Conſtitution of the former, the excommunicated Retthe 
Member is only to be deprived of. ſpiritual Privilege, Soi 
ſuch as Fellowſhip in Prayer, Singing, Sacraments, Oc. Hon, 
As for his civil Property and Rights, it meddles no! @cile 
with theſe ; for CurisT's Kingdom is not of this World meer 
but by the Conſtitution of the latter, the excommuni Nut o 
cated Member is delivered over to the civil Arm, ts The ( 
humble and chaſtiſe him; he is diſabled from aſſerting We ] 
his natural Rights, from being a Witneſs, from bring Wolt i 
ing Actions at Law, and if he does not ſubmit in fort] ® the 
Days, a Writ ſhall iſſue forth to impriſon him:---- Eſion 
In the Church of Feſus Chriſt, thoſe who are entruſted Wr, I 
with eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline are ſolemnly charged befor me 
God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the ele Angels, to be v4 
———ä—.. 4  ———o—uco—ccconancencoetes 9296ꝙ67*· «„ „«„«„%„%j7dn 2 þ K 

1 Cor. v. 12. on 


But no Reſpecters of Perſons, co do nothing by Partiality, 
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and not to prefer one before another f: Neither the Gold 
Ring nor the gay Cloathing t, nor pecuniary Gifts, are to 
have any Influence upon their eccle/iaſtical Proceedings; 


pre- put the Poor are to receive the ſame Meaſure with the 
own Rich. But is it thus, Sir, in the Church of England? 


3, o 4 
gland 


May not a grievous Sinner, according to her Conſtitu- 
tion, be ſuffered to commute ? 


to have Pardon for 


never? Money, and to skreen himſelf by a round Fee from the 


Pow- 
nion; 
In 
mar. 
actu- 
ouſe, 
iracle 
t Mi. 
ſome- 


Cbriſ 


but 


ritual 
icatec 
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s, Oc. 
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$troke of the Church's Rod? Yea, when he is going 


zo be delivered, or actually is delivered, into the Hands 


the Devil, and Satan has him in his Keeping, will 
not an handſome Sum preſently pluck him thence, and 
teſtore him to the Church's ſoft and indulgent Boſom 
again ? ---- You remember, Sir, the Heathen Satyriſt, 
18 ————— At vos 
Dicite Pon tiſices, in Sacris quid facit Aurum. | 
— Perſius Sat. II. 
And you know what was ſaid, upon a like Occaſion, by 
a much greater than he Thy Money periſh with thee ; 
becauſe thou haſt thought that the Gift of God ( Pardon 
and Abſolution) may be purchaſed with Money, thou haſt 
neither Part nor Lot in this Matter “. | 
> Some of the moſt ſacred Acts of ſpiritual Juriſdic- 
tion, its ſolemn Cenſures and Excommunications, are ex- 
erciſed in the Church of England by unconſecrated and 
meer Laymen. Theſe hold the Keys, open or ſhut, caſt 


Qut or admit to it, according to their ſole Pleaſure. 


The Chancellors, Officials, Surrogates ---- who adminiſter 


ſerting We Juriſdiction of ſpiritual Courts, and determine the 
bring Woſt important ſpiritual Matters, ſuch as delivering Men 
n fort} ® the Devil, &c. frequently are, and by expres Pro- 


Wtion of Law, always may be Laymen. And truly, 


truſtel r, I greatly pity you Gentlemen of the Clergy, that 
} befor@me of the moſt tremendous and ſolemn Parts of your 


„to be f - — 
1 Tim. v. 21. + James ii. 2, 3. Acts viii. 20, 21. 
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ſacred Office, ſuch as Excommunications, Abſolutions, Kc. 
you are forced to perform, not according to, but ſome- 
times, perhaps, directly againſt your own Judgments, 
as you are authoritatively directed and commanded by 
theſe Lay-perſons. | | 
| Forced, I ſay, to do it, notwithſtanding what you urge 1 
about your own Concurrence; for if you refuſe to concur, to | 
you are immediately liable to Suſpenſion ab officio & Tere 
- beneficio; and if you continue obſtinate, to be excom-? or! 
municated your ownſelves . dict 
The Church of JEsus CukIsTH never owed its Support Jprit 
(it ſcorned to owe its Propagation and Support) to the "Hes 
Powers, Preferments and Riches of this World; 'twas but 
its Glory, that it made its Way, and was eſtabliſhed upon Gav 
Earth, not only without, but in direct Oppoſition to them: Art 
It commands its Miniſters not to STRIVE, but to be gentle ge. 
to all Men; in Meekneſs, inſtructing thoſe who gainſay--= Fou 
(2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.) But the Church of England, con- Chu 
ſcious of its Weakneſs, props itſelf on every Side with act. 
civil Dignities and Emoluments; calls in the Powers B 
and Riches of this World to its Support and Defence; King 
intrenches ſelf deep under Shelter of penal Laws, and * tc 
from thence thunders out its Excommunications, and * 4 
Threats of Fines, and Impriſonments, upon any who * ti. 
{hall dare to write or ſpeak any thing derogatory to & tj 
its Ceremonies and Forms of Worſhip, or its Articles 
of Faith *. There 


—_ — ** 
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4 There is one Thing, ſays Biſhop Burner, yet wanting to comple: 
the Reformation of the Church; which is to reſtore primitive Diſci- 2 
pline againſt ſcanCalous Perſons, the eſtabliſhing the Government of 3 
the Church in Fceleftnfircal Hounds, and taking it out of Lay-Hand, 
which have ſo long prophaned it; and have expoſed the Authority of 
the Church ard the Cenſures of it, chiefly Excommunication, to the 
Contempt of the Nation; fo that the dreadfulleſt of all Cenſures, 7 
row become the moſt ſcorned and deſpiſed, ---- Hiſt. Reform. Abridg.% 
Pag. 367. 3 I 

* The IV. V. VIth Canons ſolemnly denounce ---- <© That whoſo-Mexviii 
ever ſhall afürm that the Form of Gop's Worſhip contained in de 
| Commuon-praye! 
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There is one Difficulty more, Sir, which I have often 
volved, but could never poſſibly get ovet ; it ſeems to 
ang as a dead and inſuperable Weight upon the Frame of 
if you can handſomely remove it, you 
ill merit Lambeth for a Reward. 

The Church of England and the Church of Chriſt ſeem 
to be wo Societies, abſolutely diſtind, and of a quite dif- 
Ferent Conſtitution, as they have wo different Heaps, 
or FouxnTains of Power, whence all Authority, Juriſ- 
dition, and Miniſtrations in the /wo Churches ſeverally 
Jpring. In the Church of ejus Chrift, ui us EU is ſupreme 


Head, the only Law-giver and Sovereign: To us there is 


ut ont Lord*. ONE ts your Maſter, even Curi1sT Þ. 
Gave him to be HEAD over all Things to the Church ||. 
ALL PowER 7s given to ME, in Heaven, and in Earth, go 
ye therefore teach all Nations Fd. CHRIST is the onLY 
Fountain of Influence, Juriſdiction, and Power in his 
Church, by Commiſſion from whom alone all its Officers 
act. | 

But in the Church of England, you well know, Sir, the 
King or Queen is SUPREME Heap, © veſted with a!l Power 
to exerciſe all Manner of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, and 
& Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other Eccleſiaſ- 
* tical Perſons, have 20 Manner of Juriſdiction eccleſiaſ- 
* tical, but by and under the Kinc's Majeſty, who hath 
— ü 4 
4 Common prayer, hath any Thing in it repugnant to the Word of 
„ Gop---- or that any of the XXXIX Articles are in any Part erro- 
* neous, or ſuch as may not with a good Conſcience be ſubſcribed, let 
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him be EX co u Nn AT ED ip/o fadbe, and not be reſtored until he 


. 
EO 


repent and publickly revoke his wicked Errors.” 

And by the Ad of Unifermiy, it is enatted ---- That if any one 
ſnall declare, or ſpeak any Thing in the Derogation or depraving of 
the Book of Common prayer, he ſhall, for the fir? Offence, ſuffer Im- 
priſonment one whole Year, without Bail or Mainprize; and for 
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te full Power and AuthSrity 0 hear and determine al! 
«. Manner of Cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and to reform, and 
correct all Vice, Sin, Errors, Hereſies, Enormities, 
c Abuſes whatſoever, which by any Manner of ſpi- 37 
& ritual Authority or Juriſdiction ought, or may 
c be lawfully reformed “.“ N 

At the firſt Eſtabliſhment of this Church under Hen. 
VIII. and Edw. VI. all the Biſhops took out Commiſ- 
ſions ſrom the Crown, for the exerciſing of their ſpi-' 
ritual Furiſdition in theſe Kingdoms, during the King's 

- Pleaſure only; © and in their Commiſſions acknowledge 
« all ſort of Juriſdiction, as well eccleſiaſtical as civil, to 
« have flowed originally from the REGAL Power, as 
from a ſupreme Head, and a Fountain and Spring of 
4% all Magiſtracy within his own Kingdom f.“ 

Yea, even the Power of Ordination itſelf, which is wh 
reckoned a Peculiar of the epiſcopal Office, the firſt cer 
Reformers and Founders of this Church derived from aſſ 
the Kine, and exerciſed only as by Authority from 5") 
him, and during his Pleaſure. © Thus Cranmtr Arch- et 
« biſhop of Canterbury, Bonner Biſhop of London, &c. 
ce took out Commiſſions from the Crown, importing, 775 
« that becauſe the Vicegerent (Cromwell, a Lay-perſon) 
& could not perſonally attend the Charge in all Parts ob Ar: 
& the Kingdom, the KinG authoriſes the Biſhop in his ſub 
6c {0s King's) Stead, to ordain, within his Dioceſe, ani 
c ſuch as he judged worthy of holy Orders; to collate + CH 
& to Benefices; to give Inſtitution ; and to execute He 

4e all other Parts of the Epiſcopal Authority; and this | 

during the King's Pleaſure only +.” Poi 
In conſequence of this SurRkuacx, the KING or QUE ma 
of this Church hath Power to excommunicate from, a 
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'þ to re- admit into it, independent of, yea, in direct 
| Oppoſition to, all its Biſhops and Clergy. The Kinc3 as 
[ * 26 Hen. VIII. Cap. i. 37 Hen. VIII. Cap. xvii. 1 Eliz. Cap. i 4 od 


+ Lurnet's Hiſt, Reform, Part II. Col. p. 91. f Vid. Examins 
Ron of the Codex Juris, &c. Pag. 32, 33. : 5 Et! 
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or Quzzx, may revoke, if they pleaſe, any ſpiritual Cen- 


je all 


, and ſures of the Biſhops or Archbiſhops ; yea, can ſuſpend, de- 


Is prive, or even excommunicate, themſelves ; or can, by 
PI. their Proclamation only, without the leaſt Confeſſion, Hu- 
may Fmiliation, or Satisfaction for their Offence, pardon and 
E. reſtore excommunicated Perſons, the vileſt Offenders, to the 
umiſ. Church's Boſom again 5. 
ir ſpi- Tea, further; they have Power to forbid all Preaching 
King's for a Time; as did K. Hen. VIII. K. Edw. VI. Q. Mary, 
2 2 Eli. to limit, inſtruct, and preſcribe to the Clergy 


* vhat they ſhall, and what they ſhall not preach; as did 
r. as Q Eliz. K. James I. K. Charles I. K. William, &c, ---- 
ng of Finally, to the King or Queen oxLY, does it pertain to de- 


clare what is Hrresy, and authoritatively to pronounce 
ich is What Do#rines and Tenets are, and what are not, to be 
e firſt cenſured as ſuch : Nor have all the Biſhops and Clergy, 
from aſſembled in Convocation, the leaſt Authority to cenſure 
from any Tenet as heretical, if the Paince on the Throne 
Arch refuſe his Conſent. 
„ &c. ; Now here, Sir, I am preſſed with an inſuperable Dif- 
rting, p cally how to reconcile this Conſtitution of the Church of 
erſon) England with the Conſtitution of the Church of Chrift. 
arts of Are they not moſt indiſputably 7wo different Societies, 
in his ſubject to 7wo different, ſometimes oppoſite, Authorites, 
oceſe, animated and governed by two different Heads? In 
collate + CHrisT's Church, HimsELF is the on!y Sovereign and 
zecute \} Head; ur only hath Power to decree Ceremonies and 
d this I Rites, to fix Terms of Communion and Authority in 
Points of Faith: Nor hath any eartbiy Prince Power to 
Que make Laws in his Kingdom, which ſhall bind the Con- 
om, ot ſciences of his Subjects; or ſovereignly to dictate to his 
direct Servants and Miniſters what they ſhall believe, and what 
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FA Par/on was deprived for Adultery ; afterwards a general Par- 
. Cap. ˖ 4 don came, which pardoned the Adultery. it Was adjudged that the 
namic Parſon was ipſo facto, reſtored to his Benefice, Cox E © Kep. 13. 
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[ 28 ] ; 
they ſhall preach. Vea, his Subjefs are expreſly com. ® 
manded and charged to receive nothing as Doctrine or 
Parts of Religion, which are only Commandments of Men t. 

But in the Church of England there is ANOTHER So. 
vereign, Law-giver, SUPREME HEAD beſides ]esvs - 
CurisT; an Authority which commands Things which 
CrrIsT never commanded, which teaches Doctrine? 
HE never taught, which enjoins Terms of Communion, 
and Rites of religious Worſhip, which CHRIST never 
enjoined, ---- What now can I judge, Sir! What do you * 
yourſelf judge! but that the two Churches are two diſ- 
tinct and quite different Societies (for in one and the 
fame Society, ſurely there cannot be Two ſupreme Heads ) | 
that they are framed after different Models, conſiſt of : 
different Members, are governed by different Officers, 
Statutes and Laws, ---- Conſequently, my SEPARATION Jai 
or DissenT from the one, does, by no Means infer my t 
SEPARATION from the other. Vea, what am I to judge 
but that by the Allegiance I owe to CHRIST my 7? 
ONLY ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual Matters, , 
am obliged to enter my Proteſt againſt the Pretenſions 
and Claims of any oruER ſupreme Head. For, can a he 
Man ſerv? two Maſters? Can he be ſubject at the ſame Opi 
Time to Two ſupreme Heads? Can he be faithful to it ay 
CHRIST, the only KING in the Church, and yet ac- ule: 
knowledge another King, as a Fountain of all Magiſtracy coun 
and Power therein? Surely he cannot. Fun 

Permit me, good Sir, to exerciſe your Patience a in 


Moment or two more upon this remarkable Contraſt, .; B. 
and I will diſmiſs the ungrateful Subject. "Gaſt 

By the Conſtitution of the Church of Chriſt, tis ex. preſe 
preſly order'd and declared ---- That the Woman ſhall ſr 
not be ſuffered publickly to teach, nor to uſurp Authority Wo 
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Fea, to limit and controul in ſpiritual and religious 


Matters, and authoricatively to inſtruct all the Biſbops, 
and Clergy, and Men in the Land. Thus did Queen 
lizabeth, thus did Queen Anne, and thus hath every 
ueen Authority to do that firs upon our Throne; 
uthority to preſcribe and diate to all, both Miniſters 


and People, what the one are to preach, and the other 


to receive. And was it not, Sir, a very comely and 

difying Sight, to behold the two Houſes of Convoca- 
tion waiting upon the good Q. (Anne“) in the Caſe 
of N biſton's Books upon the Trinity, to be inſtructed by 
her Majeſty whether they were to be condemned as 
heretical, or not? that venerable and learned Body had 
33 decreed them to be dangerous and heretical; 

ut this their Cenſure was of no Force, till they had 
Jaid it before the 


Queen, to have her Judgment upon 
the Point. ; 


Upon her Majeſty's Determination it en- 


ſirely depended, whether Mhiſton's Tenets were to be 


te jected by the Church of England as erroneous, or 
not. Her Majeſty, in this Caſe, was of a different 
Opinion from her two Houſes of Convocation ; 
me thought not fit to cenſure the Books: So her ſingle 
Opinion, ſtrange to relate! her ſingle Opinion carries 

againſt that of her Biſhops and Clergy. She over- 
rules and ſets aſide all their Proceedings, reſtrains and 
counterafts them ia one of the very chief of their paſtoral 


Functions, the guarding againſt Errors and Hereſies 
In the Church. 


> Behold here, Sir, a WomMaN exerciſing ſpiritual eccle- 
'Gaſtical Authority over the Man! Yea, behold the Re- 
Jearned, grave and venerable Body, waiting upon A 
WW OMAN to learn from her Mouth, what the Church is to 


. Geir, of the Clergy of the whole Land, a moſt 


7 
. 
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believe, and what to reject, as to this great Myſtery of 


Faith : Upon a Woman, who could be ſuppoſed to know 
* —— ęꝑ9ꝶ?ꝶ õ G :ũ2ũ— : ʒ⁵:::0' t 44õ««t⁵è - 


* Anno 1711. 


1 
"7, 
3 
45 5 * 
K 
— 8 
7 + * 


as little of this Matter as of the Motion of the Stars; 
yet, by her ſole Determination, (I repeat it with Af. 
toniſhment, and you hear it, no doubt, with Perplexity 
and Grief p your Church was uncontroulably and autho. Yen 
ritatively directed in this deep and myſterious Point. 

I ask you, Sir, in the Name of Go, Is this the Con- 
ſtitution and Frame of the Church of CHRIST ? Is 17 
not a Conſtitution of a quite different Nature; a Society 
not DIVINELY, but humanly inſtituted ; and therefore, & 
by your own Definition, NoT the Church of Chriſt ? Anc ge 
may not, think you, a Perſon ſeparate peaceably fron : 
it, without any the leaſt Danger of thereby ſeparatin; 7 
himſelf from the one ſcriptural, apoſtolic, and catholic ? 
Church ? 

When you ſtript the Pope of his Surrtwacy, an 
gave it to our Princes, you ſhould have taken Cari 
not to have left his InFaLinmiiity behind. An infallil 4 
Head and Director of the Church, be it J/oman or Man © 
be it an He or a She-biſbop, is a Thing plauſible enough Þ 
and carries a good Face: But, to lodge the abſoluti ug 
Direction of the Conſciences, the Faith and the Diſciplir 71 
of the Church with a fallible Head! to give a Princ: 
yea a Lady bred up in all the Softneſſes and Diverſion 4 
of a Court, an uncontroulable Dominion over the re I 
ligious Conduct both of Clergy and Laity, authoritative! 
to direct what thoſe are to preach, and what theſe ti 
believe as the Doctrine of CyrisT! to make HER th. 
ſole Judge in all Controverſies which ſhall ariſe upo 
any the moſt myſterious and inexplicable Points; 
that all the Prieſts are to ast Knowledge at ner Lips i 
and whatever ſhe determines is to be received by thi 
Church as Chriſtian Verity and Truth! This is ſach 4 
Conſtitution as quite ſhocks the Underſtanding, an 
comes not a whit behind Tranſubſtantiation itſelf. Hence 

Aorttztleſs, Sir, the Triumphs of Popiſh Prieſts over you 
Hence their Inroads upon you, and the Thoufanc? 
they are continually carrying captive from your TY 
| 15 
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Stars; And hence the ſad Increaſe, and the Inſults of Deiſts, 
th Af. Fho taking the Scheme of the Church of England to be 
lexity that of the Chriſtian Church, are authoriſed by common 
autho- Yenſe, they think, not only to reject, but to treat ir 
int. pitch Contempt! 

e Con. And now, Sir, having ſo largely diſcuſſed this Point, 


Is i preſume you are convinced, That this ſame peaceable 


zociet & Separation of ours is not, what you call it, a Piece of 
refore # arrant Non/enſe and Contradiftion;” and that you will 
? Anc geaſe to be ſo diſpleaſed at our treating your grave Lec- 
7 fron fires upon the heinous Sin of Schisu, as ſolemn Cant 
aratin; nd Eccleſiaſtical Scare-crows. You ſee, likewiſe, how 
atholic Extremely unapt, and quite wide of the Point, are the 
wo Inſtances you bring to illuſtrate our Caſe, viz. © of 
T, am '$ a Wife ſeparating from the Bed and Board of her 
n Car & Husband---- Or of two or three Countries diſliking 
nfallill & a monarchial Government, and throwing off their 
r Man c Allegiance to the King *”. Has the Church of Eng- 
noug" fpnd, Sir, any ſuch Power or Authority over us Diſſenters, 
bloluti fs the Husband has over the Wife ? Pray who 
jſcipli gave it that Authority? Have we ever plighted-it our 
Prin Troth? or bound ourſelves by a ſolemn Vow to honour 
verſion nd obey it to the End of our Life? ---- Or have we 
the re Ever ſworn Allegiance to it; or do we owe it any 
tative! Homage; as the Counties have ſworn and do owe to 
theſe i ſhe King? 
HER th. Amongſt the peculiar Excellencies of your Church you 
ſe up Feckon “ The Uſe of the three Creeds in publick Wor- 
ts; e ſhip; as one of the moſt effectual and powerful 
R Lips e Means both for teaching and preſerving the Chriſ- 
by the“ tian Faith entire and uncorrupt, which we have not 
ſuch e in our Churches f.“ The Creed called the Apoſtles, 
g, awe have in conſtant uſe amongſt us: And as for the 
Hence o other, eſpecially the Athanaſian, we are content you 
er you mould have the Honour of its being peculiar to your- 
joufand r ——-———L-(„-.-——-ͤ«ũ⸗ũt²!g⁊ ͤ——U—Bw—0òy [ ———ͤ—(—— ů —Z—7Hꝗ“ 
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felves. 


ſelves. But methinks, Sir, it ſhould a little check your 


Triumph over us here, to remember, that ſome of the | ow 
wiſeſt and moſt illuſtrious Members of your Church, | EVE 
both Clergy and Laity, account the Uſe of this Creed li , 

your great Sin and Reproach, and with A. B. Tillotſon, | zen 
wiſh you were well rid of is. ( 0 
. What are you, Sir, amongſt the weak and uncharitable Ls 


ceive all the dark and myſterious Points ſet forth in that 
Creed! Do you in your Conſcience think that there is 
NO SALVATION for thoſe who do not faithfully believe the 
ſeveral Articles it contains; and that whoſoever doth not | he 
keep whole and undefiled the Faith therein deliver d, be ſballf muſ 
WITHOUT DOUBT periſh everlaſtingly? What! the many] poir 
great and worthy Perſons, bright Ornaments of your] far 
own Church, who inſtead of keeping it whole and unde-- ce 
filed, have openly diſavow'd, preach'd and wrote againſt « þ 
it, dying in this Disbelief, have they without peradventure | « g, 
evertaſtingly periſÞ'd? Alas! for the good Doctors, Clarke, | e a 
Whitby, Burnet, &c. ---- For the illuſtrious Sir Iſaac, &'c. | anſy 
Sc. Yea, alas! for the whole Greek Church, who have] « in 
{trenuouſly rejected the Article of the Filiog; ---- They F t 
are gone down, it ſeems, to the infernal Pit! And“ « 1 
notwithſtanding their great Knowledge and Piety in] « 4 
this World, are, for not believing the Athanaſian Creed, | « . 
ſunk into EVERLASTING DaRKNess and DAMNATION in the I  « 
other! Do you wonder Deiſin prevails, if this be ge- Þ « 
nuine Chriſtianity ? 
Tis a Fatt, I preſume, indiſputable, that a great this 
Part of the moſt learned and virtuous of your Clergy "T3 
are departed from the Athanaſian Doctrine; and that Þ jecte 
thoſe of them who are not, do by no means think its ceſſe 
Belief abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary to Sal- Diſa 
vation. What now muſt a Deiſt think, when he hears Þ to b. 
both che one and the other thirteen Times a Year, moſt Þ 
ſolemnly declaring in the Preſence of Almighty Gop, «.... 
and as Inſtructors of his People, that whoever yy . = 
5 | aves, 


Minds who damn to the Pit of Hell all who cannot re- | | 
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1 /aved, it is before all Things neceſſary that he hold the 
 ATHANASIAN Faith ; and moſt peremptorily denouncing 
 * EVERLASTING DAMNATION upon thoſe who do not believe 
it; that is, many of them denouncing DauNAriox upon 
© themſelves !---Is this your © powerful and effeFual Means 
f preſerving the Chriſtian Faith? ---T thould think it 


one of the moſt effefual to ſubvert and deſtroy it. It 
ö has no doubt, been in Fact a great Stumbling- block in 


the Way of Infidels and Fews, and harden'd them in 
'their Oppoſition tol the Religion of Cnnisr, when they 


ſiee it dooming to undoubted and everlaſting Perdition all 


who do not heartily and ſincerely believe (for that 
muſt be meant by faithfully) theſe deep and myſterious 
Points, which we acknowledge to be inexplicable, and 
far above the Powers of Reaſon to comprehend. 


« But the Diſſenting Miniſters, you tell me, who 
4 have complied with the Terms of the Toleration, 
« have ſolemnly ſubſcribed the VIIIth Article which 
« approves the Athanaſian Creed . Let Dr. Calamy 
anſwer T. The diſſenting Miniſters about the City, 
« in a Body, gave in their Senſe of the Articles when 
ce they ſubſcribed them, and among the reſt of this 
« VIIIth Article, in the Gloſs upon which, the 
% damnatory Clauſes of this Creed are expreſly ex- 
„ cluded the Subſcription. ---- And there was ſome- 
ee thing of the ſame Nature done in ſeveral Parts of 

ec the Country.” Now the Fathers and Predeceſ- 
ſors of the preſent diſſenting Miniſters having made 
this public Proteſt and Declaration at their Subſcription, 
and the Legiſlature having accepted, or at leaſt not re- 
jected it; under the Favour of this Proteſt, their Suc- 
ceſfors may be ſuppoſed now to ſubſcribe with the ſame 
* Diſapprobation of the damnatory Clauſe. If ic were not 
to be thus taken, there is, I hope, not a Miniſter among 
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us but would publickly diſown and renounce his Sub. 


ſcription. | 
I ſhould now proceed, Sir, to the Examination of 


other Parts of your Letters, to ſhew the great Inſaf. 


ficiency of your Arguments and Objections; and to ob- 
ſerve, that in many Inſtances, you have extremely miſ. 
taken and given quite wrong Repreſentations of our 
religious Principles and Practice But I relieve your 
Patience at preſent. ---- If this Province be undertaken 
by no other Hand, you may in ſome Time, by divine 
Permiſſion, expect to hear farther from, 


Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 
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THE 


Diſſenting Gentleman's 
SECOND LETTER, &c. 


SIX, 

2 IS with ſome Regret I proceed in Vindication of 
T my Diſſent, as it will conſtrain me to ſay ſome 
Things which may ſeem to be diſreſpectful to 
eftabliſhed Forms of Worſhip. But Se, Defence is a Prin- 
ciple which generous Minds allow ſtrongly to operate. I 
highly reverence and eſteem, and moſt heartily rejoice in 
the great Number of illuſtrious and excellent Perſons, both 


| Clergy and Laity, which the Church of England can boaſt, 


But yet, as the preſent eſtabliſh d Forms were drawn up 


* * $ 


when this Kingdom juſt emerg'd out of Popiſb Darkneſs; 

and as in Drawing them up, eſpecial Regard was had to 
the then Weakneſs of the People, who could not be all 
at once entirely brought off from the old Ceremonies and 
Forms: As there are ſeveral Parts of our Liturgy, and 
eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, which a great Number, I appre- 
hend, if not all our Biſhops and Clergy, wiſh to ſee alter'd: 
And finally, as the Alteration of thoſe, and the removing 
a few Things, acknowledg'd in themſelves to be mutable 
and indifferent, would heal the unhappy breach, and reſtore 
the chief Part of the Diſſenters to the Church. Upon 
all theſe Accounts, I may be allow'd, I hope, with Free- 
dom to make my Defence againſt your vigorous Attacks; 
and to repreſent my Objections, and the Grounds of my 


Vent, in as ſtreng a Light as I am able. 
r yy 


[ 36 ] 4 
The Part of a publick Monitor, and of my Inſtruc. Þ Truſt 
tor in this Affair, which you have voluntarily taken on] tbe C 


you, will allow me, as I go along, to put you in mind 
of a great ObjeCtion or two which Diſſenters are wont 
to urge, but which you have quite overlook'd, and to 
intreat you will direct me How to get over them. 

«« We Letter-Writers, ſay you, have a Privilege of 
«« ſetting down our Thoughts as they offer themſelves, 
* without ſcrupulouſly adhering to ſtrict and cloſe 
« Method *.” This Privilege you have indeed with 
great Freedom taken : 1 ſhall therefore be indulg'd 
the ſame. 

To begin then with your Defence of Sronsors in 
Baptiſm. It is the Opinion of the Diſſenters, that when 
an Infant is brought to be enter'd by Baptiſm into the 
Family or Church of Gop, and a ſolemn Yow and En- 
gagement is to be made before the Church for its reli- 
gious Education; that the ParENTs, whoſe Child it is, 
and to whom both Gop and Nature have committed 
its Education; that thoſe, I ſay, are the proper Perſons 
to ſtand forth, and take upon them this great and im- 
portant Truſt; and to bind themſelves by a ſolemn 
Low faithfully to diſcharge it. Now our ObjeCtions 
to the Order and Practice of your Church are, 

1. That in a very arbitrary and ſtrange Manner, 
without the leaſt Shadow of Authority from Reaſon © 
Scripture, or the ancient Praftice of the Church, you ac- 
tually SET ASIDE the Parents in this Solemnity; and“ xNc 
FORBID them to ſtand forth, and take upon them this /inc 
great Charge to which Gop hath called them. Fotf sna 
your XXIXth Canon expreſly commands, That no Parent Lat 
ſhall be urged to be preſent at his Child's Baptiſm, nor an be 
ADMITTED to anſwer as Godfather for nis ow Child. And, udgn 

2. That you require other Perſons to appear in theÞiffer 
Parents Stead, and to take upon them this importaniÞifirm 
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ſtruc. Þ Truſt, and moſt ſolemnly to promiſe before Gop, and 
n on] the Church, the Performance of that, which few of them 
mind Fever do, or ever intended to perform; or, perhaps, 
wont are ever capable of performing. What now, Sir, is 
nd tofÞyour Anſwer to theſe Objections of the Diſſenters? Why, 
m. Ftruly, the firſt, which is indeed the chief, you very 
ge offprudentlv ſlip over; and attempt not the leaſt Apology 
elves, for ſetting aſide the Parents; ſo that you leave us ſtill 
cloſe Ito conſider this, as a Thing utterly indefenſible, un- 
with Þawtul, abſurd, and which will admit of no Excuſe. 
julg'd But as to the ſecond, viz. the ſolemn Yow and Obliga- 
tion under which the Sureties lay themſelves, to this you 
IRS in largely ſpeak ; and tell me * Ic is a groſs Miſtake to 
when“ imagine, that the Promiſes there made by the Sureties 
to the“ concerning the future Faith and Practice of the 
En-. J“ Child, are made in their own Name: As if they en- 
s reli -· ]“ gaged thereby, that, when it is grown up, it ſhall ac- 
it is, “ tually believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
mittedF* ſhall renounce the Devil and all his Works, c. 
per ſonsg“ Whereas the Church conſiders theſe Anſwers, as the 
ad im- CnitD's Anſwers, only made by its Repreſentatives ; 
ſolemn} they contain 1Ts Part of the baptiſmal Covenant or 
CtionsÞ* Contract; which, becauſe, by Reaſon of its tender 
Age, it cannot itſelf utter, is utter'd by itsSureties---*."" 
anner, Rut if this be, Sir, a groſs Miſtake, the moſt celebrated 
aſon offÞpf your own Writers have led us into it.“ The Sureties 
ou ac -· in Baptiſm, ſays your learned Dr. Nichols r, religiouſly 
; andF* ENGAGE for the Faith of the baptiſed ; that they SHALL 
m this ſincerely believe all that is revealed in the Goſpel, and 
Fort $HALL direct the ſubſequent Actions of their Lives by the 
Parent Laws of Chriſt.” A Cloud of Witneſſes, I believe, 
nor Ian be brought from the Doctors of your Church, whoſe 
And, Judgment is the ſame. But no wonder the Learned 
in thefiffer in ſo myſterious a Point. ---- You go on and 
portanifiilirm ---- © That the Sureties are, by the Church, con- 
Lett. I. p. 31. f Nichols's Defence, &c. Part II. p. 273. 
Truſt, e ſidered 
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« ſjdered in this Affair, no S than as the Mouth 


of the Child. ---- You ſee, Sir, here are No Promiſes 
«© NoR Engagements which ANY beſides the Chip are 
c ſuppoſed to enter into, and to be bound by. Read 
« over the Office of publick Baptiſm, you will not find, 
c I aſſure you, any Promiſes or Stipulations at all made 
ec by the Surcties in their own Name: I mean any that 
« are explicit g. But this Account of the Matter ap- 
ears to me extremely dark; and rather greatly to 
{trengthen than remove our Objections. For, 

_ Firſt, It repreſents the Church as acting a very ex- 
traordinary and unaccountable Part; viz. as receiving 
a Child to Baptiſm, on Account of its own Faith, and 
ITs owN Promiſe, utter'd by its Sureties; when, at the 
ſame time, it knows, the Child neither does nor can, 
either promiſe or believe any more than the Font at 
which 'tis baptiſed. It conſiders the Child as ACTUALLY 
covenanting and contracting, yea, as the ONLY covenant- 
ing and contracting Party in this Solemnity, when it 


knows it to be abſolutely incapable of either. It re- 


preſents the Church as very ſolemnly asking the CHILD--- 
Doſt thou believe? Wilt thou be baptiſed ? Doſt thou for- 
ſake the Devil ? &. When it is fully perſuaded of its 


utter Inability to believe, or reſolve, or will any Thing | 


about it. Now when a Deiſt ſtands by, and ſees a 


learned and grave Divine thus asking, and talking, and | 
covenanting with a Child, can you wonder, Sir, if he 


ſmiles, and merrily treats the whole Tranſaction as a Jeſt ? 
& The Anſwers, you ſay, are conſidered by the Church 
ce as only the Anſwers of the Child, and contain Irs Part 


&« of the bapsiſmal Covenant; which becauſe, by Reaſon of | 


« its tender Age, it cannot it ſelf utter, is to be uttered by 


its 


c zts Suretics : ** That is to ſay, the Child thinks, but Ji 


cannot ſpeak: It really covenants, contracts, promiſes, but 
not being able by Reaſon of its tender Age to utter? 


PT i. 
* 


its 
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| its good Intentions, theſe Sureties are it Mouth to utter 
them for it. But why, good Sir, its Mouth to ſpeak 


for it; and not its Underſtanding alſo to think for it; 
its Vill to promiſe for it; and indeed its Soul, and its 
very ſelf, to covenant and contract for it? Is not the 
Child, by Reaſon of its tender Age, as abſolutely inca- 
pable of Covenanting, as tis of Uttering ; of Contracting, 


as 'tis of Speaking ? If the Surety therefore does one of 


” theſe good Offices for it, he undoubtedly does the other 
alſo. But, 


Secondly, If there be, as you ſay, No Promiſes Nox Engage- 
ments which any beſides the Child are ſuppoſed to enter into, 
or to be bound by ; the Conſequence is extreamly plain, that 
then there are no Promiſes nor Engagements entered into 
at all, for its religious Education. For the Child ſurely, does 
not engage for its own religious Education. If the Sure- 
ties therefore do not enter into any Promiſe of this 
Kind, it evidently follows, that there are no expreſs 
Engagements entered into by any for the Child's Edu- 
cation. And thus, behold, your boaſted double Security, 
turns out at laſt no Security at all! Bur, a Surety not 
bound! a Sponſor promiſing nothing ! a Security unen- 
gaged ! This is Language, Sir, in the mercantile, what- 


ever it may be in the ſcholaſtic Way of Life, abſolutely 
: unintelligible. But to retort your own Inſtance; my 


Lawyer I ſhould think a very wrong-headed Man, who 


could pretend to lend my Money upon a double Secu- 
rity, and make a Merit of ſo doing, when at the ſame 
Time he confeſled, there were no Promiſes, nor Engage- 
ments, by which either of the Securities were explicitly 


Hound. 


1 4 ; 


SY, 
% 


To be plain, Sir; as for this Buſineſs of a Child's. be- 


diving, promiſing, covenanting by Repreſentative or 


Proxy, I cannot but think a Gentleman of your Pene- 


tration, will eaſily perceive it to be a Thing abſolutely 


inexplicable, impoſſible, and abſurd ; a Thing utterly 
repugnant to Reaſon and common Senſe, and ag 
the 
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40 
the leaſt Shadow of Foundation in the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion. For if by the Conſtitution of the Goſpel Cove p,y 
nant, a Child may believe by Proxy, repent by Proxy, ? « 7 
vow, promiſe, and contract by Proxy, he may alſo, na ( ,, 
doubt, be /aved by Proxy, or be damned by Proxy. 
But, into what a Jeſt will this turn the Religion of Chriſt? c 

As for the Antiquity of this Practice, Sponſors in Bap- 7 + pq 
tiſm, you have the good Senſe and Ingenuity not to 4,52, 
pretend it was ever known, or ſo much as thought of, Ft 
in the primitive apoſtolic Church. Tertullian, who lived * 
about Anno Dom. 200, is the firſt, I apprehend, of all en 
Chriſtian Writers, that makes any mention of them. Deb 
Nor does it at all follow from what he ſays, that theſe the 3 
Sponſors were any other than the Parents of the Child. Chur 
Fuſtin Martyr, who wrote fifty Years before him, when 4 ,, 
he particularly deſcribes the Method and Form of Cbriſ. 4 an/ 
tian Baptiſm in his Days, ſays not a ſingle Word of any ſtand 
ſuch Perſons “. | joint! 
But we learn from St. Auſtin, about the Vear 390 r 
(one of the earlieſt of Chriſtian Writers, in which any Eꝗuc- 
mention of them is found) when, and upon what Oe. Four 
caſion, theſe Sponſors were admitted. * A great many, in un 
** ſays he, are offered to Baptiſm, not by their Parents, the . 
é but by others; as Infant - Slaves are ſometimes of. 
& fered by their Maſters. And ſometimes when the 
«© Parents are dead, the Infants are baptized, being 
offered by any, who can afford to ſhew this Com- 
56 paſſion to them. And ſometimes Infants whom 
© their Parents have cruelly expoſed, to be brought up 
* by thoſe who light on them, are now and then taken up 
© by the holy Virgins, and offered to Baptiſm by them 
« who have no Children of their own, nor deſign to . 
5e have any.”----Theſe are f Auſtin's words. Obſerve , 
now Dr. Wall's + ingenious Confeſſion on them (and 
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eli- |} the good Doctor you know, Ir, was never partial in 
ve · Favour of Diſſenters, but a ſevere Remarker on them : ) 
XY,| (e Here we ſee the ordinary Uſe then was for Parents to 
na e anſwer for the Children: But het that this war not 
XV. ec counted fo neceſſary, as that a Child could not be baptized 
jſ6? (ce without it. Is 
3p. © Hence then it is plain, that Parents never were ſet 
to aſide, when they were capable and willing to offer their 
of, } Children; and that only in Caſes of Parents Incapacity, 
n Nee Sponſors admitted: And in all ſuch Caſes, Diſſen- 
all ters alſo uſe them. Why now, I beſeech you, Sir, in 
Defiance of this acknowledged Uſage and Practice of 
ele the ancient Church, as well as of common Senſe, does your 
ld. Cburch ſeverely decree, © That No PARENT ball be urged 
hen „ 70. be PRESENT at bis Child's Baptiſm, nor be ADMITTED t9 
briſ-| * anſwer as Godfather forit ?” What! would the Parents 
an) ſtanding ſorth together with the Sponſors, and promiſing 


F. 


feng with them, at all detract from this Solemnity, or 


390 Tender it leſs effeFual, to ſecure the Child's religious 
Education ? It is moſt evident it would not, and that 
Four Practice in this Point is undoubtedly an Innovation; 
an), an unreaſonable, abſurd, and arbitrary Deviation from 
the Uſage and Inſtitution of the primitive apoſtolic 
Church; an Abſurdity very generally acknowledged, 
and complained of, by the Members of your Church, 


elng ough not attempted to be reformed. | 
— os Bur by this Inſtitution of Godfathers and God- 


# mothers, you ſay, your Church affords its Members 


L ub # ſome great and ſpecial Advantage towards growing in 
„ Grace and Goodneſs, above what are found amongſt us. 


nd you tell me, © you lay a great Streſs upon it, as a 
e wi/e, an uſeful, BE, neceſſary Inſtitution g. But did 
nd Tou not conſider, Sir, that you were here higbiy refleting 
(al ppon the Wiſdom: and Goodneſs, not of the holy Apoſtles 


68. 5 aly, but of your great Law-giver Jes0s CurtsT ? Theſe 
5 1 
196. 
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42 1 8 
SPECIAL ADVANTAGES for Growth in Goodneſs and Holineſs, © 


how came it to paſs that the great Founders of the 
Chriſtian Church never happened to think of them? 


You do not pretend it to be an Inſtitution of Jtsvs 


Cnxk1sT's, and yet are not afraid to call it a wiſe, an uſe- rer 


ful, and even a NECESSARY Inſtitution. Strange ! that 


CH1sT, in whom were hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, © 
and who loved the Church ſo as to lay down his Life © 


for it, ſhould not know this Inſtitution to be ſo eſpeci-) 
ally advantageous to the growing Goodneſs of his Church; 
or that knowing it to be ſo, he ſhould unkindly omit it; 
and that we are obliged to the ſuperior Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of after Ages for ſupplying this Defect. It 
has uſually been thought, that the Apoſtles declared the 
WHOLE Council of God; and kept back Nothing from the 
Church which was profitable to it; and that the Scriptures 
are a perfect Rule; but this, it ſeems, is not true; you 
have diſcover'd it, Sir, to be not true: For here you 
ſhew us a wiſe, an uſeful, and a Ntcessaky Inſtitution, 
which they really kept back; and which had it not been 
for the Sagacity of their Succeſſors, the Church had been 
fo unhappy as never to have known. Into what 
Mazes Men plunge themſelves, when they deviate from 
the Truth! 

Of the ſame Temerity you are guilty, Sir, when treat. 
ing of another Inſtitution of your Church, CoxrMATION, 


and glorying over us in its Want. © Another Admi- 
« niſtration of our Church is Confirmation; this you ,; 
& know you have wholly diſcarded : And ſurely you 


« will be obliged to acknowledge you have loſt thereby 


& a very great Advantage - greatly conducive to future 
„ Holineſs of Life + ” Yes, Sir, this we will freely 
own, when you alſo will acknowledge, that you are 
wiſer than the Apoſtles ; and can better judge what is 
conducive to Holineſs, and for the Advantage of the Church, 
than its great Law-giver JesUs CuxIsr. Had this Cere - 
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eſs, 7 mony of Confirmation been really of great Advantage, 
„ and conducive to Holineſs, it is very ſtrange that neither 
a Cuxls r, nor his Apoſtles, ſhould have ordained it. That 
72 it is an apoſtolic Inſtitution, you have not ſo much as 
chat if attempted to prove; unleſs Calvin's Conjecture muſt be 
admitted as Proof. 
Lif, The Text uſually urg'd for it, ( As viii. 14.) I pre- 
(fl ſume you are fully ſenſible has no Weigbt. Peter's and 
ar Jobn's going down to Samaria to pray, and lay their 
TÞ Lanes on thoſe whom Philip had baptiſed, is, ſurely, no 
and Precedent, no Direction, no Inſtitution nor Command 
for our Biſhops to do likewiſe. For the End for which 
the Apoſtles did it, tis expreſly ſaid (ver. 15, 17.) was, 
that they might receive the HoLy GnosT, i. e. its miracn- 


on them, and they received the Horx Gnosr. That it 
was his miraculous Gifts Wa as propheſying, ſpeaking 
with Tongues, &c.) to form them into a Church, can- 
deen not be diſputed: becauſe, they were ſomething viſible, 
and obvious to Senſe; ſomething which ſtruck the 
Wonder and Ambition of the wicked Sorcerer ; for 'tis 
Haid, when Smox saw that thro' Laying on of the Apoſtles 
{Hands the HoLyY Gnosr was given, he offered them Money. 
FRO Beſides, as Dr. J/hitby juſtly obſerves, if they laid not 

their Hands on all who were baptiſed, it makes nothing 
for Confirmation ; if they did, then Simon Magus alſo 
was confirmed, and received the Holy Ghoſt; waich you 
will by no Means admit. 


A. It was to give then to the newly baptiſed Converts 
e at Samaria the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
reely 4 Peter and John went and laid their Hands on them. 
| are | But do our Biſhops, Sir, pretend that, by their Praying 
at i- and Laying on of Hands, the HoLy Guosr is given? 


Do they not diſclaim any Powers of this kind? Seeing 


| ch : : . 
e then they make no Pretenſions to the End, why with 
ſſuch Solemnity do we ſee them practiſing the Means? 


teh themſelves upon th 
non ght they not as well ſtretch themſelves upo Nat 


lous Gifts: and they pray'd for them, and laid their Hands 
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L 44 . 
dead Body of a Child, in W.-M of Eliſha; or, make zen 
Ointment with Spittle for the Cure of the Blind, in IIar 
Imitation of our Saviour; or, anoint the Sick with Oil, * 7x4 
in Imitation of the appſtolic Elders ; as pray and lay their 4 Goo 
Hands on thoſe who were baptiſed, in Imitation of Peter 1 
and John, who did this to the Samaritan Converts oNLY, War 
that they might receive the miraculous Gifts and Powers forgi 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? | upon 

« As for the open and ſolemn Renewal of the bap-) ſhort 
ce tiſma] Covenant before God and many Witneſſes, bapti 
„ which, you ſay, baptiſed Perſons ought to make, *Chyi/ 
« when they come to Years of Diſcretion :*” This they and | 
make with us, in the other Sacrament of the Supper; ſoluti 
which Chriſt himſelf has appointed, and which is the Proo! 
only Inſtitution his Wiſdom has thought fit to appoint, a M 
for this Purpoſe. that 

But if you will ſuffer me to ſpeak freely, Sir, this Cere- Amen 
mony of Confirmation, as tis at preſent appointed and Parc 
practiſed in your Church, to me appears ſo far from Tall C. 
being greatly conducive to Holineſs of Life, as that I wiſh 
it may not be conducive to a quite different, and a yvi 
noxious Effect; even to _—_ in Men's Minds a pre. $; 
ſumptuous and falſe Hope; and to delude them into wrong x 
Notions as to the Safety of their State, and as to the {x 
Terms of Acceptance and Favour with God. 

By the Order of your Common- Prayer, ALY Perſon; 
&* baptiſed, when they come to competent Years, and art 
c able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Command. 1 
« ments, and the Anſwers of the ſhort Catechiſm, are t. 
cc be brought to Confirmation.” The Biſhop having & 
asked. Whether they renew the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow 
% which was made in their Names in Baptiſm,” &c. Upon 
their Anſwer, we do, proceeds hereupon to declare in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, even in an Addreſs to Gov 
bimſelf, chat he has voucbſafed to regenerate theſe hi: 
Servants by Water and the HoLvy-GnosT (note: not by N. 
Mater only, but alſo by the HoLy-GnosT) and to giv 

then 


I - 


k : [45 ] 
ke 7 them the Firgiven-ſs of ALL Tye SNS: and laying his 
in Hand upon the Head of each particular Perſon, he cx: 
Dil, TIrIEs bim by that Sign of GoD's Favour and gracious 
eir } Goodneſs towards him. | 
ten I pray you, Sir, in the Name of Gon, inform me, what 
LV, Warrant has the Biſhop to pronounce a Man's Sins ALL 
rers forgiven, and himſelf regenerated by the HoLy-Gnosr, 
upon no other Grounds than his being able to tay the 
ap-) ſhort Catechiſm, and declaring that he ſtands by his 
ſſes, baptiſmal Engagements ? Will you ſay that this is the 
zke, Chriſtian Doctrine concerning the Terms of Acceptance 
hey and Forgiveneſs with Gop ? Are good Vows and Re- 
er ;. ſolutions, declared in the Church, infallible or proper 
the Proofs of a Regeneration by the Holy Ghoſt ? Is 
dint, a Man's profeſſing that he repents, and promiſing 
that he will hive godly, that actual Repentance and 
zere- Amendment of Life which alone can enſure the divine 
and Pardon and Favour : Are there not Mulcitudes who 
from Tall CyRrIsT their Lonb, and publickly profeſs to ſtand 


wiſh þy their baptiſmal Covenant, whom yet he will reject 
nd a With Abhorrence at laſt? You will inform me then, 
pre- Sir, how his Lordſhip, upon this meer Profeſſion 


wrong and Promiſe, preſumes to declare to Almighty God, 
o the gnd to àAssung the Perſon, that he is regenerated, 
torgiven, and without all Peradventure in a State of 

erſon; Favour with Heaven ! 
34 art } The Expreſſions, you muſt acknowledge, are couch'd 
mand- in abſolute and ſtrong Terms: nor do I find that there 
are t) Þ any Intimation, that their Forgiveneſs depends upon 
aving heir Care to keep and to live up to, their baptiſmal En- 
d Vow zagements. No; but tho' their whole Life hath hi- 
Upon therto been ſcandalouſly corrupt; yet upon their being 
are in ble to /ay the Lord's Prayer, &c. the Biſhop ſolemnly 
o Gop pronounces a moſt abſolute Pardon over them; appeals 
eſe his p Almighty Gop that he hath forgiven them all their 
not by ins; and leſt this ſhould be too little to ſatisfy the 
to giv! Wubting Sinner, and quaſh his upbraiding Conicience, 
e lays his Hand upon his Head, and cerTiFies him by 
mar SIGN of God's Favour and Goodneſs to him. This 
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46 | a 
This Biſhop, Sir, the Multitudes, who come to be | up 

confirm'd, are taught to conſider as an Ambaſſador of | ec] 

Cuxis r, a Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, and a ſpecial Miniſter | * be | 


ws 


of GOD: when they hear then, this ſacred Perſon, ſo that 
jolemnly declaring that they are fully juſtified, pardoned, Vant 
and regenerated by the Hoh - Ghoſt, can you blame them [aye 


if they believe it ? and reſt ſatisfied that their Souls are 
in a ſafe and happy State? And as full Remiſſion of (Gro 
Sins, and the Favour of Gop, are to be had on ſuch) are a 
eaſy Terms ; can you wonder, ſhould you ſee thouſands a 
eagerly flocking from all Quarters to accept it ? Or * n 
that Perſons of very vile and profligate Characters ſhould Polen 


often thruſt themſelves in to partake of this Benefit; and 


——— 


be ſeen receiving upon their Knees epiſcopal Abſoluti on, Fai 
and ſolemn A(Jurances of God's Favour and Grace? ; 15 

You know the Aptneſs of Mankind, Sir, to deceive p 8 
themſelves with falſe Hopes; and to ſubſtitute good 22 


Purpoſes, Profeſſions, and Vows in the Place of real 
Repentance and Amendment of Life; and you know he 

this, Sir, (and have no doubt often declared it from e ſo 
your Pulpit ) to be one of the chief Hindrances of Men's 
becoming truly good. Now ſhould your Office for _ 
Confirmation be found thus powerfully and directly tend | 
ing to cheriſh theſe falſe Hopes; you muſt excuſe me bf 3 
if I then ſhould think it ſo far from conducing to Ho- 5 


lineſs of Life, as that in my Conſcience I ſhould be. Iu 
lieve it to be rather greatly OBSTRUCTIVE to it; and lir g 
extremely deluſive and injurious to the Souls of Men. hy 
Let me further ask you, Sir, on this Head Isi 44 5 


any Breach of Charity, to ſuppoſe that amongſt the F 1 

vaſt Crouds which preſent themſelves on ſuch Occaſions, * . 
there are often many, whom Gop, who knows theilt felſi 
Hearts, knows to be Perſons of a corrupt and wicket 

Mind, and to be ſtill under the Power and Tyrann) 
of Sin? Can the good Biſhop himſelf, in any Judgmen'? Ou 
of Charity, ſuppoſe there are not ſome ſuch among} 4 
the Thouſands he confirms? Candidly tell me then, Si, F 
ups 
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Peartily deſire it) after this ſort. 
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upon what Grounds he abſolutely and without Reſerve, 


declares to the eternal God concerning them ALL, that 


he hath fully forgiven theſe his Servants, when God at 
that Time knows many of them not 


? 
lays his Hand on each individual Perſon to aſſure him 
of God's Favour, and of his Regeneration by the HoLy- 
GHosT ; when, in Truth, ſome of thoſe he thus aſſures 
are abſolute and entire Strangers to the renewing Influ- 
ences of God's Spirit, and faſt bound in their Sins ? 
To me, Sir, I aſſure, you, this appears, I do not ſay 
a very ſhocking, but I muſt ſay a very unaccountable 
Solemnity; and ſhould be glad to know how to recon- 
ile it to the Reverence you owe to God; or to the 
Faithfulneſs and Charity due to the Souls of Men. 
Near akin to this, but of a yet more obnoxious Na- 
ure, is another Office of your Common- Prayer. The 
Abſolution of the Sick. To this you know, Sir, Di{Jenters 
have always ſtrongly objected, as too much reſembling 
the ſolemn Tricks of the Church of Rome; by which 
they pretend to ſend Men to Heaven, without real 
Amendment and Holineſs of Life. But this you very 
prudently paſs over in perfect Silence; for what indeed 


Could ſo ingenious an Advocate offer, on M extremely 
abſurd and indefenſible a Point? 


3 Being come to the /ick Perſon, (no Matter what or 


ow wicked his former Life hath been) the Prieſt is 
Qirected, after ſome pious Exhortations, to examine 
* Whether be believes the Articles of the Apsſtles Creed; 
and truly repent him of his Sins; and be in Charity with 
all the World: And to move him to make a ſpecial Con- 
feſſion of bis Sins, if he feels his Conſcience troubled with 
any weighty Matters.” After which Conſeſſion, the 
rieſt is order'd to ABSOLVE him (if he humbly and 


Our LoxD JEsus CHRIST, who bath left Power to bis 
E+hurch to abſolve all Sinners who truly repens and believe 


in 


to be his Ser- 
vants, and chat he hath not at all forgiven them? Or, 
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in him, of his great Mercy forgive thee thine Offences : | 
And by the AuTRorITY committed to ME, I ABSOLVE hee 
from ALL THY SINs, in the Name of the FATHER, and of ſiſtat 
the Sox, and of the Holx-GHosr. Amen. Dir, 
The Form is extreamly ſolemn, Sir, and the Matter | Who 
of the laſt Importance. You had need therefore be and 
ſure you go upon good Grounds, leſt you be found to | Babe 
trifle with the Name of Gop, and in Things of everlaſt- | 2. 
ing Moment, and to acquit thoſe whom he abhors.“ %% 
Permit me, Sir, in this great Name, and before the Put o 
World, to demand of you, | * 
1. Phat Church is it, and 4vhbere is the Church found, he m 
to whom Cunisr has left this high Authority and Power? uly 
Is it the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the hey 
Church of France, or the Church of Rome? Do you « arch 
here mean by the Church, what your XIXth Article hath * nem, 
defined it, viz. The Congregation of the Faithful ? —— 0 * « 
Or, do you underſtand it as in your XXth Article, 3* - 
where it is ſaid to have Power to decree Rites, and Auto- nd F 
rity in Matters of Faith? If ſo, I have ſhewn in my for. WP! 
mer Letter, that the Church is no other than the King onfe(] 
and Parliament of theſe Realms. The King, indeed, NePer 
has Power to abſolve all manner of Sinners, penitent 4 
or not penitent ; and by a ſingle Act of Grace, to vacate UL ofeſ 
and ſet aſide the Cenſures and Excommunications of al e 
the Biſhops, Archbiſbops, and Clergy of the Land, and to Ren Y 
reſtore the Offender to the Church's Boſom again. To! ougt 
abſolve, not in Foro Civili only, but in Foro Eccleſiæ; not Dube 
in the State only, but alſo in the Church. But whether s 
the Kings or Queens of England do this by Authority men 


derived to them from CurisT! Whether that Church o ter 
which THEY are declared the ſupreme Heads, be ti — mn 


Church to whom this high Power is given ! And whey al 
ther THEY, as Heads of it have not this Power dwelling PA-. 


capitally, ſupremely, and principally in them; fo a 1 * 
that, what THEY looſe on. Earth, is as certainly looſed i 1 85 


Heaven, as any Thing that is looſed by any inferich 
| Membeß 


| [49] 
„: | Members who officiate in the Church under them 
the, | Theſe, Sir, are high Points, which without your Aſ- 
I of ſiſtance, I ſhall not preſume to ſettle. Be ſo good, 
Sir, as to let us know, war Chuncn upon Earth it is, to 
tter | whom Cunisr hath delegated this important Aurhokirv; 
be | and WHERE the Charter or Grant is found, by which he 
| ro | Bave it the Commiſſion ? But 
Jaſt-\ . . That Cunisr hath given, can give, no ſuch Autho- 
9") ity to fallible uninſpired Men, I ſhould think abſolutely 
the Out of doubt. Becauſe if he had given Power to any 
| 1 her to abſolve thoſe who are truly penitent, 
und. be muſt alſo have given them Power To KNow, who are 
ver? truly penitent : Elſe tis a Power to do nothing, for till 
„the they know them to be truly penitent (i. e. till they can 
5 * arch their Hearts) they cannot authoritatively abſolve 
Kath them: But if they cannot do it till then, they cannot 
5 _.., Jo It at all. Beſides, | 
ticle, 4 3- If the Prieſt has really from Cunisr this Authority 
and Power, the Manner in which he is here ordered to 
. Upply it, is moſt certainly wrong. For upon the Sinner's 
King onfeſſing his Faults, and profeſſing his Faith and ſincere 
deed, Nebentance, the Prieſt is ordered moſt ſolemnly and au- 
lirent Poritatively to abſolve him. But are any Promiſes or 
Froteſſions which a Sinner makes in that Diſtreſs, a 
of al Hoper Ground for ſuch an abſolute authoritative Abſolu- 
on? Are not the moſt profligate, when Death is 
Je Pought to approach, wont to feel their Conſcience 
Foubled with many weighty Matters, ready to confeſs 


Fe Heir Sins, to expreſs the deepeſt Remorſe, and to vow 
horitj mendment if ſpared? But when the Danger is paſt, 
HIP there one of a Thouſand that remembers his Vows, 


de th d that returns not to his Sins with as keen an Appe- 
| whe Ne as ever? Do not you, Gentlemen of the Clergy, 
[ling dudly complain of this, when you preſs to preſent Re- 
ſo k F<nNtance, and warn us not to truſt to the Sorrows of 
ſed i Sick Bed ? But notwithſtanding all this, when the 

ek Sinner ſends for you, confeſſes bis Sins, profefſes 


aferich 1 
embcy epentance, 
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[ 50 | | 3 
Repentance, and deſires Abſolution, you are directed not a 
and required with all poſſible Solemnity, even in the! Hhree 


Name of the FarHER, SoN, and HoLy GnosT, authoritative-| Pack 


ly to abſolve him from ALL dis Crimes, how many or great to pr 
Lever they have been, and to declare him fully for. He 
given. Strange! That you can preſume in the Name e out 


of the ſacred Trinity, to ASSURE a Man that he is ahſolved bt the 
from all his Sins, when at the ſame Time you know, ( the 
the only Grounds of your doing it, are but the ſame! “ fig! 
Signs of Repentance which a thouſand Sinners give, who Juſt L 
Sin! What would you call that Man, Sir, who in a! pf thi 
Court of human Judicature, ſhould moſt ſolemnly affirm, pur C 
and declare in the Name of Gop, an important Fact to 8 
be done, which yet at the ſame Time he is not ſure is Worl 
. Mann 
tainty of that, which he is not at all certain of? Bur 
is it leſs dangerous, or leſs reproachful, thus to trifle and . W 
collude in eternal Things than in temporal; in the Court, . wa 
I cannot ſay, Sir, in what Light you view this Order Yes, 
of your Church, nor what Obedience you pay it, but am pline « 
Character, which has ſunk it into ſome Contempt; big A 
and that if it continues thus ſtrained, lower, much lower, prigir 
ing from Gop, awful and high Powers, which they ard Rule, 
ſure Gop has never given you; and hear you with future 
of the Holy Prinity when at the ſame Time they know. ? 
the Holy Trinity never gave you any Authority ſo to do, 
on which theſe Claims are founded, and to. treat your } 
other Offices with Ridicule and Diſreſpect ? 
the true Grounds of our diſſent, many of which you have *! 
5 not 


yourſelves Nor SURE that he is abſolved! Vea, when) 4 in 
are nevertheleſs held faſt under the Power and Guilt of ſent t 
| Pacra! 
done; or who ſhould call Heaven to witneſs to the cer. 5 
But 
of Almighty Gop, than in that of the King ? W. 
humbly of Opinion, that 'tis ſtraining the ſacerdotal Felves 
"twill continue to fink. For when Men ſee you claim. and u 
great Solemnity authoritatively abſolving in the Name There! 
bow natural is it for them to deride the prie/tly Character 
And now, Sir, having preſented you with ſome of} . 
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? 51 ] 
not at all, and the reſt but {lightly touched, in your 


tbree long Letters, I proceed to your Attempts to reflect 
Back our own Pleas and Objections upon ourſelves, and 
to prove us ſelf condemned. 
Here you complain ---- „that you walk almoſt with- 
out Light ---- that our Churches are ſo ſecret in all 
their Ways, th& there js ſcarce any knowing what 
te they are---- that you muſt grope and feel for them as 
in the Dark - and that you are ſomething like one 
fighting with a Ghoſt *,”. This ſeems, indeed, a very 
guſt Deſcription of your Caſe, for you greatly miſrepre- 
Jent both our Principles and our Practice. But the Blame 
pf this Darkneſs, Sir, be wholly to yourſelf. Are not 
pur Churches open ? Our Prayers, our Sermons, our 
| = Sa and Ordinations performed in View of the 
World, that whoever pleaſes may come and ſee our 
anner in them ? 
But “ we have no common Rules of Diſcipline and 
& Worſhip, by which we hold ourſelves obliged to 
e walk; at leaſt none made public and laid before the 
World, for your Examination and Diſcuſſion .“ 
Yes, Sir, we have an excellent couMon RULE of Diſci- 
pline and Worſbip, by which all our Churches bo!d them- 
Jelves obliged to walk, even the ſame which Cukisr and 
bis Apoſtles, the great Founders of the Chriſtian Church, 
Originally drew up, publiſhed, and eftabliſhed for it; 
and which they left as a common Rule, the ox common 
Rule, and a PERFECT common Rule, for the Uſe of all 
uture Ages, viz. the HOLY SCRIPIURES: 15 
therefore you may diſcuſs with all the Freedom you 
Dleaſe. | 
But to deſcend to ſome of the many Inſtances in 
Which you much miſrepreſent us. Your vers great Miſ— 
take, as to our impoſing $ITTING at the Lord's ſupper, 
have ſhewn in my former Letter. You farther at- 
* Lett. II. pag. 4. f Ibid. | 
firm 
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ce Sacrament is for none but perfect and conſummate Chril-| * 
e tians, ſuch as can give a particular Account of their} wa) 
«* Converſion “.“ Here you walk, Sir, without Ligbt. Clo/ 
There is not a ſingle Church, I am perſuaded, amongſt mu 
the Diſſenters in the whole Kingdom, hardly a ſingle fore 
Perſon, who hath this Notion of the Sacrament. We upo 
univerſally hold, that every ſincere Chriſtian has a Right) * prad 
to the Lord's-Table. | 8; 

c As to the Duty of Faſting, you ſay, if you are not preſ 
* mightily deceived, it is thrown away amongſt us. You you, 
& have not met with any Sermons or Treatiſes of our 7 neve 
« Miniſters, ſhewing the Obligations, and preſſing is you 
« Practice upon the People; nor have you ever heard and 
« of its being practiſed, even by the ſtricteſt and de. veni 
«« youteſt amongſt usf.“ You are mightily deceived, Sit, knee 
a great deal too mightily, for one who ſecs up for ſo ſevere with 
a Cenſor of his Brethren. Amongſt many others, Irefer Fellor 
you only to a moſt excellent Diſcourſe on Faſting, 3 V. 
in Bennet's Chriſtian Oratory, Vol. II. which I am ſure * 
you cannot read without admiring it, bluſhing, and 
condemning your own Temerity. -_ 

You are pleaſed ro give us alſo a very grave and Jas 1 
ſevere Reprehenſion for Standing, and not Kneeling a * 
our publick Prayers; and ſay, Ir is little leſs that ? 
„ impoſed upon our People, inſomuch that ſhould an) 
«© one preſume to kneel in our Churches, we ſhould cer iv 
% tainly cenſure and condemn him for it +. ---- Tha 
« your Church has as good Right to impoſe Kneeling ii 
* the public Worſhip upon her Members, as Diſſenten Þ 
& have to impoſe it upon their Children and Servants in 
© their Family Devotions F. —- And that we AaLwai vi 
« practiſe it in private. You are extreamly unhap- ? 
Py, Sir, in your Intelligence about this ſtrange People 
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3 whom you have taken upon you to reprehend. How 
came you to know, what their Poſture of Worſhip al- 
ways is in PRIVATE? Have they taken you into their 
Cloſets ? For my own Part, I pretend not to have been 
much with them at their ſecret Devotions, and there- 
fore will not pronounce with ſuch Aſſurances as you do 
upon the Point; but am very ſtrongly perſuaded they 
practice variouſly in this Matter, and do not always kneel. 


As to their Families and Churches, tho' I have been 


preſent at Prayers in a great Number of both (which 
you, I preſume, Sir, never have been) 1 aſſure you, I 
never once ſaw nor heard any Thing like the Impoſitions 
you mention. In their Family Devotions ſome ſtand, 
and ſome kneel, according as their Inclination and Con— 
venience ſerves. 
{kneel at Prayer, I believe, the whole Kingdom over, 
without it ever entering into the "Thoughts of their 
 Fellow-Worſbippers, to take the leaſt Offence thereat. 


And 1a their public Aſſemblies many 


You tell me“ you can name a conſiderable Con- 


4e gregation amongſt us, which is greatly ſcandalized--= 
% and has taken a great and general Offence, at one 


 3* of its Members kneeling at public Prayer *.” But 


as in many other Points, Sir, cis very notorious you have 


been il? ſerved by your Informers, as to our Cuſtoms and 


orſhip; you muſt give me leave to think, that they 


Have here alſo made too free with your Credulity. That 
e have weak Brethren amongſt us, and thoſe not a 
few, I am very ready to own. 
con ſiderable Congregation too, ſo weak as to take a great 
and general Offence at ſuch a Trifle as this! You muſt 
excuſe me, if I cannot eaſily admit it. 


But a Congregation, a 


I think you 
ill do Juſtice, Sir, to name the Congregation, that it 
ay either purge itſelf of the Reproach, to ſtand cor- 


| ö ected before the World, for its unchriſtian and impoſing 


emper; and learn to act more conſiſtent with that 


4 berty and Right of private Judgment, which as Diſ- 


Lett. II. pag. 68. 


ſenters 


{ 


54 
fenters they profeſs. No, Sir, Diſſenters are not for | one 
binding, where Gop has left free. They are our Brethren | Wo 
of another Church, who think themſelves capable of | bug 
mending CnisT's Inſtitutions ; and not content to uſe | hun 
them in the plainneſs and ſimplicity in which pivIxE Wis. xv. 
DoM left them, muſt needs embelliſh and improve them by ws , 
Additions of their own. whic 

Theſe Additions of your own, for Inſtance, KnztrLing, ſelf 
at public Prayers, you are ſo ſurprizingly ſanguine as! moſt 
to repreſent as, „a great Improvement of public War 
&« Worſhip, and as adding a natural Splendor and Beauty wher 
ce to it ---- that our Worſhip is debaſed for Want of Hand 
ce jt---- that kneeling is a more humble and honourable twixt 
c Poſture ---- much more expreſſive of our profound Re- 
C verence of God. - And the humble Poſture of 
& kneeling, NATURE itſelf ſo plainly dictates, and ſo 
«© powerfully prompts us to, that a Man, if he were & Loy 
left to himſelf, whenever - he makes his Requeſts “ 2 
& known to Gop, will hardly do it in any other ---- a tide 
© unleſs when ſome affeFed Reſtraint is laid upon him. “ Face, 
How towering a Flight! You do not pretend to ſay, & deſc 
that either CHRIST or his Apoſtles, ever enjoined, or con- Us for 
ſtantly, or moſtly, uſed KNEELING at public Prayer; Pebaſe 
you mention ſeveral Inſtances from Scripture, where HoRe / 
STANDING was the Poſture of ſome of the moſt ſolemn Me of 
Addreſſes to Almighty Gop ---- Abraham $sTo0D befor! MENT 6 
the Lord t, when he offered up that humble Intercel- d, Sp; 
ſion for Sodom. Of the Levites and all the Prieſts, tis Abraha 
ny recorded, that they ſtood up; and all the e Pr; 

cople are alſo called upon to ſtand up, and bleſs the Lori ip, v 
their GoD, in that ſolemn Addreſs to Heaven, Nehem. Wlemn 
IX. 2, 3, 4, 5. An Addreſs of deep Humiliation, Con- Wo de 
feſſion, Deprecation, and Covenanting with Gop, one Had 
of the moſt ſolemn that ſtands upon ſacred Record; ti H the 
here no leſs than four ſeveral Times expreſly menti- Wriſtia 


+ Lett, II. pag. 60, 67, 69, 73. f Gen. xvüi. 22, 
onec De 


1 
þ, 


Zoned, that STANDING was the Poſture in which their 
en | Worſhip was offered up. Moſes and Samuel are repre- 
of | 3ſented as STANDING before Gor, when making their moſt 
iſe | [able and importunate Interceſſions with him, Fer. 


NG, ſelf in expreſs Words has, if not actually injoined, yet 
as] moſt fully declared his Approbation of this Geſture, 


ace, Sir, you have the A urance, ſhall I call it, or does 


) ſay, & deſerve ſome other Name, very ſmartly to reprehend 


befort N of public Worſhip, and that it adds a natural Baur 


brabam, and Moſes, and Samuel, and Nehemiah, and all 
e Prieſts, and Jewiſh People, DEBASE the divine Wor- 
he Lori ip, when they sroop before Gon, and made their 
Nehem. Plemn Addreſſes to him! Yea, what CHRIST himſelf 
„ Con- Wo debaſe it, by directing Men to sTAND praying! 

D, one Had you happened, Sir, to have been of the Council 
d; 't H the Apoſtles, you could have helped them to eſtabliſh 
menti- Mr iſtian Worſhip upon a greatly improved, a more beautiful 
ee @ d perfect Plan; and have 1xJoiN'd this MORE hambis 


6, tis 
all the 


5 6 ] 3 
and bononrable Poſture, this ADDITIONAL Splendor and 


. 
Beauty to public Prayer, which it never came into their 4- 
Minds to Id jo the Difſciples.----But as our Bibles at gow 
preſent ſtand; and God and Feſus Chriſt have left us at Ml ot 
full Liberty to offer up our Prayers either Standing or ch 

Kneeling, you will excuſe us if we are not fo ſtruck with « ] 
your additional Beauty as to give ourſelves up blindfold & call 
to its Charms. e le. 


But it ſeems we are inconſiſtent, in condemning ſome far fr 
of your Ceremonies, when at the ſame Time we readily ther 
conform ourſelves to others: Yea, have many Ceremonies ber? 
allow'd and practiſed among ourſelves. “ Such, you gmon 
« aver, we have, tho' we ſeem not to know it: Such fþr re 
& as Uncovering our Had when we enter either your Beard 
& Churches, or our own Meetings f. But you are gundr 
ſtill ++ walling in the Dark, ” Sir, as you juſtly repreſent Md L 
yourſelf, ** and encountring with Ghoſts.” The Diſſen rom 
ters have no ſuch Cuſtom of Uncovering their Head Youſty 
when they enter into their Meeting- Places, unleſs in Time 2 
of Worſhip; no Notion of paying Reverence to Timbo ut u 
and Walls; no Miniſters amongſt them who have Sen/: . 1 
or Grace enough to conſecrate a Piece of Ground: Am Meran 
when they uſe this Ceremony at Entring your Churches, pſitio 
*tis, I aſſure you, purely as a civil, not at eligiou Wolt « 
Ceremony; a Compliment paid, not ii the leaſt to the Wy of 
Building, but entirely to our good Brethren, whom we Wult h 
would not needleſly offend. | Niad o. 

« Kneeling at Ordination, the next Ceremony ya f the 
mention, tho' generally uſed amongſt us, was never | Hur &i 
believe impoſed. If the Perſon to be ordained ſcruplet ns f 
_ * he would, without all Doubt, be permitted 
to ſtand. 4 

As for © the ſecret Ceremonies which you ſaſpect, bu 
* will not poſitively affirm, to paſs at ſtriking the Co 
« venant betwixt us and our Paſtors,” which you onc?? 
aud again mention, let your Siſpicions on that Head 


| Lett. III. ꝑ. 7. 


I 5 
Fr, give you no further Pain, I aſſure you I neither 
their new, nor have ever heard of any ſuch Covenanting 
w practiſed amongſt us: And am perſuaded, that of 
our Churches, not one in five Hundred obſerve any 
? ch Thing. | 1 
with In Balance againſt your Surplice, you put, what you 
dfold & call, the Ceremony of our long ſweeping Cloak . But 
e leaſt Attention would have ſhewn the two Caſes to be 
| ſome far from parallel. Our Miniſters are at full Liberty 
2adily gither to uſe or diſuſe the one: Are yours /o as to the 
nonies ther? Did you ever hear of any learned pious Paſtors 
„you amongſt us ſilenc'd, rejected, and cruelly impriſon'd 
Such fþr refuſing the ſweeping Cloak? But, have you never 
your Heard of your Hoopers, Sampſons, Humpherys, and an 
u are Wndred other Miniſters, Men of diſtinguiſh'd Learning 
eſent md Uſefulneſs in your Church, who have been ſwept 
Dien. rom their Stations in it; ſilenc'd, confined, and grie- 
Head Wouſty harraſs'd, only for ſcrupling your Surplice and Cap? 
Time 2 you never heard of many Churches forſaken, and 
Jimbo ut up in London, and of numerous Congregations, 
Sen / . in City and Country, deprived for a long while of 
Ant Wcraments and publick Worſhip, by the rigorous Im- 
wrcher, poſition of your Habits on their Miniſters? And if the 
ligiou Woſt celebrated Divine was now to offer to officiate in 
o the Wy of your Churches, but refuſed to wear a Surplice, 
n we Wuſt he not, by your Canons, be ſet aſide and refuſed ? 
Had our Cloak been the Occaſion of a thouſandth Parc 
vol f the Diſtractions and Confuſions ia the Church, as 
ver | Hur Surplice has been, and ſwept ſo many worthy Per- 


uplet Þns from their Miniſtry and Livings in it; we ſhould 
nitted Wave had the Grace, I hope, ſoon to treat it as a Be- 

me of Deſtruct ion, and to have doom'd it to the Flames. 
„ bu # But © the Giving the Chriſtian Name in Baptiſm to 
e Co the Perſon baptiſed, you very ſeriouſly urge as ano- 
one ther ſolid Argument of Ceremonies amongſt us,” and 
Head sk, „Is it not an Addition to the Sacrament ? Is it 


2 « Lett. III. p. 42. eee H F not 


** 


of 
1 


1 


& not an Impoſition ?” You add, Now I ſee you ſmile.*\Þ 
Excuſe me, Sir, I could not help it! your Argument“ 
is quite new, and really ſurpriſed me with its Solidityf * 
* Weight. Yes, Sir, I own it an Addition, an Impo“ 
ſition, and a very ridiculous one too. And ſhould any; 
Miniſter of ours pretend to add, or to impoſe, this Ce.“ 
remony upon his People; and forbid them to call the 
Child by its Name till it was baptiſed ; you may be af 
ſured he would ſoon meet with the Diſregard and Con! 
tempt his Impertinence deſerved. When you baptiſe t 
adult Perſons, do you give their Names in that Cere- 
mony ? Or do you not only call them by Names befor: 
given? The ſame, I apprehend, is the Caſe as to Chi“ 
dren amongſt us. 
As for the Ceremonies in Marriage; theſe, you juſtly * 
obſerve, we conſider only as civil Ceremonies, and the 
Prieſt as a civil Officer, appointed by the Magiſtrate to 
officiate in this Affair. And whatever decent Rites the | 
Magiſtrate preſcribes in Matters of a civil Nature, we 
think it our Duty reverently to obſerve. But, “ the 
« Magiſtrate preſcribe!“ You with Aſtoniſhment re- 
Ply, For God's Sake how does the Magiſtrate here | 
“ preſcribe the Rites and Ceremonies of Marriage, 
« more than the other Rites and Ceremonies of che 
«© Church ! But could not a Gentleman of your Diſ- 
cernment perceive a Difference here? Is the Form of 
Marriage any where inſtituted by our SAVIOUR ; or a Pat 
of Chriſtian Worſbip; as Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper | 
are? May we not therefore own the Power of the ci- 
vil Magiſtrate to appoint Rites and Forms for the Cele- % 
bration of the one, but not ſo as to the other ? By pre- 
ſcribing Rites of Marriage, the Magiſtrate acts in his 
Character, and rules in his on Kingdom: But by aut ho- 
ritativehy preſcribing Rites in Baptiſm and the Lord's Sußſ- 
per, we humbly apprehend, he extends beyond the * 
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m of and as ſuch only we view it: and conſider the Perſon 


Patt 


pper tructed, and maintained by the STATE. 


e ci- 


FT 


Pphere aſſign'd him by Gop, and attempts to rule in 


nk1sT's Kingdom; and that therefore here we are to 
bey Gob, rather than Man. 
You further ask with ſurprize--- © What civil Cere- 
#* monies in the Church of Gop ! in the midſt of the 
* Adminiſtration of a divine Inſtitution ; intermix'd 
& with paſtoral Exhortations, holy Prayers, ſolemn Be- 
e nedictions.“ - But why, Sir, ſo aſtoniſh'd? Did you 
pever take an OATH in a civil Court of Judicature ? 
And did not the Perſon who adminiſtred this sacRED 
Nite, give you a paſtoral Exhortation, accompanied with 
an boly Prayer, and a ſolemn Benediction, piouſly invoking 
pn you God's Bleſſing and Help? And as to the Place, 
which you call the Church of God, where Marriage is ſo- 
Jemnized ; you might have pleaſed to remember, that 
the Confecration of Timber, and the Sanctity of Walls, 
a Point too ſublime for Diſſenters Underſtandings ; and 
that in their Opinion all Places are alike holy, and that 


no Building on Earth merits the high Honour of being 
alled the Church of God. 


Burial, our Compliance with which you alſo briskly re- 
| Is Burial of the Dead, Sir, a CnRISTIAN 
Unſtitution? Any Part of the Religion or Worſhip of 
briſt ? Is it not purely a political or civil Thing? Ves; 
ho officiates, as one appointed to this Office, directed, in- 


But as you are here profeſſedly © anſwering our great 


*ele- and popular Objections, how came you, Sir, to {lide over 
pre- in conſummate Silence, one of the greateſt and moſt po- 


1 his 
ut ho 
1j- Members of your own Church. 


only, but an ObſeCtion of ſome of the molt illuſtrious 
Were you conſcious 


75 the objected Paſſages were incapable of Defence, and 


5 therefore prudently let them drop? 
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here 


* Lett. III. p. 6. 


The ſame Reply we make as to the Ceremonies of 


ular, to this Office of Burial ? which, indeed, 1s not ours 
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There are but three Caſes, you know, Sir, in which 
your Church refuſes this ſolemn Office of Burial, viz. ww 
thoſe who die unbaptiſed, to Self-Murtherers, and to 
thoſe who are under Sentence of the greater Excom: ? 
munication. As for all other Perſons which are brought 
to the Church-Yard, it very ſtrictly commands you, even 
under Pain of Suſpen/ton, by Canon 68, that you uſe ove * 
them the Form preſcrib'd by the Common- Prayer. Noy, f 
hence it comes to paſs, that over ſome of the moſt a fr 
bandon'd and profligate of Mankind; over Men Wo 
have been cut down in a Courſe of open Impiety by: 
ſudden and untimely Death; or who even fell by the 
Hand of Fuſtice for ſome black and atrocious Crime ; 
over theſe, I ſay, your Church, and I ſay it with Aſto 
niſhmenr, directs and commands you moſt ſolemnly t. 

declare, That almighty God of his GREAT MERC has ta 
ken to himſelf the Soul of this your dear Brother. You giv: 4. 
God hearty Thanks that it hath pleaſed him to deliver bin 
out of the Miſeries of this ſinful World: And you pra. 
God, that when you yourſelves ſhall depart out of this Life, 
you may REST IN CHRIST, as your Hope is this your Bri. © 
ther doth. This is what your Church commands you ſo- 9 
lemnly to ſay over Every Perſon brought to be buried, 7 
the three Caſes above excepted. So that if the Man 
happen'd to be killed in the very Act of committing 
Murder, Adultery, or a Rape: Or for either of theſe 
Crimes dies upon the Gallows an impenitent hardened i 
Wretch, whom Vengeance ſuffer'd not to live; yet con ta 
cerning him you are to declare, that Almighty God hatt 
in GREAT MERC taken him to himſelf ; Tho' he died: 
Victim to public Fuſtice, and was taken away in Mat. Ci 
You are to give God hearty Thanks, that he bath talen 
this your Brother out of the Miſeries of this ſinful Word- 
Tho' you have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, that he 
is gone down to Realms of greater Miſery below. And 
you are to profeſs before God, that you Hope the Man 
RESTS IN CIIkIs T, and pray that you yourſelves may ref 
| | _ | 
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n Chriſt in the ſame Manner as this your Brother doth; 
Zz. t when you have all the Grounds in the World to think 
id ta he died in his Sins, and is therefore not gone to be with 
com Chriſt, where nothing that is defiled can ever be ad- 
ught Fnitced. Strange! and extremely ſhocking ! what can 
even the People think, Sir! what muſt Infidels and Deiſts 


over think! when they hear you in the Morning denounc- 
Now, Ing from the Scriptures certain Death and Deſtruction 
oft 4 From the Preſence of God, to all vicious and corrupt Per- 
who ſons; and aſſuring them that without Holineſs No MAN 
by: all ſee the Lord: But in the Evening from the Common 


y the Prayer, ſhall hear you, the sau PersoN, declaring be- 


ime ; Fore God, your Horz of the eternal Happineſs of one of 
Aſto the moſt debauch'd and profligate Men your Pariſh af- 
ly t Fords; and ſending him hence with all the lofty Ex- 
as ta preſſions of Confidence and Hope, as you would a Per- 
1 giv? Jon of the moſt ſhining and exemplary Life. 

r bin Do you imagine, Sir, People do not think ? Can you 


Life, And that your good Sermons are no more effectual to re- 
r Br form a corrupt World? Jo me this appears (and doubt- 
ou ſo- Jeſs it does the ſame to thouſands of your own Church) 
uried, à moſt indecent Proſtitution of your ſacred Character 
Ma and Office; a Trifling and Prevarication in Things of 
uitting everlaſting Moment; and a fatal Snare to the Souls of 
theſe Men: Who ſeeing their debauch'd Neighbour diſmiſs'd 
dened to the other World with ſuch Confidence of his good Eſ- 
t con 3 ſuppreſs their juſt Fears, and ſay, I ſhall have Peace, 


1 pro! Pa DeisM prevails ? That the Prieſthood is ridiculed ? 


d hat) ho I add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt. 
died: But there is a further very ſtrange and extraordinary 
Prath, Circumſtance attending this Matter, viz. That it makes 


| taken * 


our Church perform, not to ſay a Miracle, but ſome- 
Vorld: 


hing very like it, if not greater than that, for it damns 


hat he and ſaves the ſame individual Perſons. Whom it damns 
And hen living, it ſaves when dead. Arians and Socinians, 
» Ma Fou know, Sir, your Church declares wirnour DovsT 


ay ref 50 periſh everlaſtingly. But let theſe very Men die, and 
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your Church as ſolemnly II that Gop bath in EH 
Mexcy taken them to himſelf, and that it noees they REST] ö 
IN CRIsT. Can any Thing be more tranſcendant and 8 
marvellous than this! That the Man whom I pro. 17 
nounce WITHOUT DOUBT to be damned, I yet HOPE that 
he is ſaved, i. e. I hope without Hope. | 
But you would eſtabliſh, not only the Uſe, but the 
Church's divine Right, of MAKING Ceremonies from the 
Inſtance of the holy Kiſs f.“ The Kiſs of Charity * 
« uſed in the Apoſtolic Church, you ask, was it a Rite 
c of divine Appointment, or was it not?” I anſwer ' 
you, that I apprehend this Kiſs of Charity cannot pro. y 
rly be called a divine Inſtitution, nor be ſaid to be & 
ordained by the Apoſtles. The greeting with a Kiſs, ; 
was an ancient eſtabliſhed Uſe, not only amongſt the 
Fews, but the Gentile Nations alſo. This Uſage there. 
fore, or Ceremony, was not ordained by the Apoſtles, 
but only by their Advice regulated and directed to: 
moral and religious End. Tis as if they had ſaid,” 
Tis your Cuſtom when you meet, to ſalute each other & 
with a Kiſs, ſee that it be a pure, a chaſte, or hol; 
Kiſs, a Token of unfeigned Charity, Friendſhip ant 
Peace. 'T 
« But if this Ceremony of the holy Kiſs, was not o 
& divine Appointment *©< (which probably, you ſay, i 
ce the Truth of, the Caſe) but a merely eccleſiaſtica 
« prudential Inſtitution, ordained by the Apoſtles with. 
© out any Precept from the Lord, or any particula 
Direction of the Holy Spirit; ---- Then, Sir, I with. 
out the Jegſt Heſitation ſay, it was not at all obligatorſ 
as a Law upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians; they might $ 
or they might not practiſe it, without ſinning again 
Gop. Even the Apoſtles had no Dominion over the Faith 
and Prattife of Chriſtians, but what was given them by 
the ſpecial Preſence and Spirit of CHRIST, the only Law! 
giver, Lord, and Sovereign of the Church. They wer 
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to teach only Things which he ſhould command them. 
REST) Whatever they injoined under the Influence of that 


and Prinrr, was to be conſidered and obeyed as the Injunc- 
pro- ion of CuxIsr. But if they injoined any Thing in the 
thit Church (which I can by no Means admit) without the 

peculiar Influence and Direction of this Spirit; (i. e. as 

the merely fallible unaſſiſted Men) in that Caſe their In- 
| the junctions had no Authority over Conſcience : Every 
Qarity Man's own Reaſon had Authority to examine and dif- 
Rite Tuſs their Injunctions, and as they approved themſelves 
{wer fo his private Judgment, to obſerve them or not. Should 
pro; we grant then what you ask ---- That the Church in 
to be F the preſent Age, has the ſame Authority and Power 
Kils, F as the Church in the apoſtolic Age, conſidered as not 

t the & being under any immediate and extraordinary Guid- 
here. $ ance of the Holy Ghoſt.” ---- What will you gain by 
oſtles & ? This ſame Authority and Power, is you fee, Sir, 


to: feally no Power nor Authority at all. 

| ſaid, # I proceed next © to the Point of DiscieLiNg, the 
othe! ¶ Want of which you ſay, is objected to your Church; 
hoh but you will repreſent the real State of it, and then 
p an $ ſhew that we really as much want it ourſelves *". We 


ill attend your own Account of it, which to be ſure is 
pt too ſevere. You acknowledge © that the Diſci- 
pline of the Church is of great Moment towards the 
Edification of its Members; and that the Fault is 


not 0 
ſay, ! 
Jaſtica 


; with Ae unpardonable when Church Governors let it fall, 
ticula through a ſupine Careleſneſs ard Neglect - That 
wich there is a great Proſtration of Diſcipline in the Church 
gator] WM of England That it is ruined amongſt you ---- That 
might MF che Diſtempers of the Times are evidently too ſtrong 
again for it ---- That thoſe who fit at the Helm, find it 
e Fail prudent not to bear up too much againſt the Im- 
1em by petuoſity of the Storm, but to give Way till the 


3 Madneſs of the People be ſtill -- That the Diſcipline 
of the Church has not been carried to any Degree 
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ec of Perfection 3 under a general Re- 
& Jaxation. ---- That your People are often indulg'd in 
« all cheir unreaſonable Demands'and diſorderly Ways, 
ce to prevent their putting in Execution their Threats, 
« that they will go to the Meeting ---- And finally, That 
« you have at leaſt, the Shadow and Form of Diſci- 
% pline, and truſt in God that theſe dry Bones will one 
& Day live f.“ | 

This, ic muſt be owned, is very 10genuoufly and 
frankly ſpoken. And can you blame then the Diſſen- 
ters, Sir, for joining themſelves to Churches, where that 
godly Diſcipline is obſerved, which you confeſs to be of 
ſo great Moment to the Edification of Chriſtian People; 
and which your Church 1s continually wISHING, but never 
attempts to have reſtored? But here you retort, and in- 
timate as great a Want of Diſcipline amongſt us. 
&« What are there no ſcandalous Sinners, you ask , 
ce no Fornicators, Adulterers, Extortioners, &c. re- 
c ceived into your Churches! I muſt beg your Pardon 
« if I demur upon this. For I could never perceive 
ce the Doors of the Meeting were ever ſhut againſt 
« any. And if ſuch profligate Perſons be not admitted 
„ to ſit at the Lord's Table, they need not fear being 
ce admitted to all other Parts of your Worſhip.” 

And is not this, Sir, exactly right ? Oughr not our 
Church-Doors to be always kept open, that whoever will 
may come, and be Witneſs to our Way of Worſhip. 
Such profligate Perſens therefore may come, if they 
pleaſe, and hear their Sins reproved, and be exhorted to 
Repentance and Amendment of Life, They are then, 
where they ought to be, under the preaching of the 
Word ; the Means appointed by Gop, to convince and 
reclaim the profligate and corrupt. 
of the Church of Corinth kept open in the Apoſtle's Days, 


I Lett. III. pag. 12, 13, 14, 17, 22, 28. 6 Lett. III. pag. 28 


Vid. 


Were not the Doors 


Lay- Chancellor as a Perſon on | 

„ not to do any Act that is purely ſpiricual, but only 

to be his Aſſiſtant in his eccleſiaſtical and judicial 
“ Proceedings ?“ | 
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. 
Vid. t Cor. xiv. 23. But to the Table of the Lord, to 


partake of the Children's Bread, you ſeem convinced 


that in our Churches, ſuch profligate Perſons are not ſuf- 


fered ta come. And 1s not this the true Order and Di / 


* cipline of the Chriſtian Church ? But ---- Is it the ſame, 


Sir, in your Church ? Are not ſome of the moſt profane 


and abandoned of Men, Rakes, Debauchees, Blaſphe- 


mers of Gop, and Scoffers at all Religion, often ſeen 
upon their Knees around your Communion Table, eating 
the Children's Bread, and partaking of the holy Elements 
to quality for a Poſt ? Dare your Miniſters refuſe them ! 
No, they dare not refuſe the moſt impious Blaſphemer 
the three Kingdoms afford, when he comes to demand it 
as a Qualification for an Office in the Army or Fleet. 
And if in any other Caſe, the Prieſt denies the Sacra- 
ment to the moſt infamous Sinner dwelling in his Pariſh, 
if the Man, upon an Appeal to the eccleſtaſtical Court, 
can ſecure the Favour of the Lay-Chancellor, he may ſe- 
carely defy both the Miniſter and the Biſhop to keep 
him from the Lord's Table. The Chancellor's Determi- 
nation ſhall ſtand in Law, though contrary to the Bi- 
ſhop's ; and the Miniſter be liable to a Suſpenſion, for 
refuſing Compliance ; and if he is contumacious, and 


will not give the Man the Sacrament, even to Excom- 


munication itſelf, How, Sir, do you reconcile this with 
your affirming, * That your Pariſb Prieſt has as much 
« Power as any Presbyterian or congregational Miniſter 
* to repel open and ſcandalous Sinners from the Lord's 
c Table?“ f Or how with your “ Repreſenting the 

FN aſſumed by the Biſhop, 


Is not the Chancellor. ſupreme and uncontrouled in his 


| Court, not liable to be reſtrained or directed by the Bi- 


Lett. III. p. 33. F Thid. p. 38. 
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ſhop in his judicial Proceedings N Dow he not finally and 
abſolutely determine on Caſes of Excommunication, ſove- 
reignly direct who ſhall be received to, and who caſt out 
from Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Worſhip at the Table of 
the Lord? And is not this an Act as purely ſpiritual, as 
important and momentous, as any done in the Church? 
Muſt not his Sentence take Place without Controul, and 
is the Miniſter in publiſhing it any other than his Ser- 
vant, appointed by Law to put it in Execution ? 

Will you pleaſe to hear, Sir, the Sentiments of a great 
Prelate * of your Church, upon the Point in Debate. 
If there be any Thing in the Office of aBiſhop to te chal- 
« lenged peculiar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould be 
&« this (ſpeaking of Excommunication) yet this is in a 
« Manner quite relinquiſhed to their Chance!lors ; Lay- 
«© men, who have no more Capacity to ſentence or ab- 
« ſolve a Sinner, than to diſſolve the Heavens or the 
« Earth. And this pretended Power of the Chancellor, 
« 1s ſometimes purchaſed with a Sum of Money. Their 
« Money periſh with them! Good God ! what a horrid 
« Abuſe is this of the divine Authority? But this no- 
66 torious Tranſgreſſion is .excuſed, as they think, by 
« this, that a Miniſter called the Biſhop's Surrogate, but 
« 1s indeed the Chancellor's Servant, choſen, called, and 
6 placed there by him, to be his Crier in the Court, 
no better; that when he hath examined, heard and 
„ ſentenced the Cauſe, then the Miniſter, forſooth, 
5 pronounces the Sentence. Juſt as if the Rector of 
« a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any of his Congre- 


* 


** 


« gation, and lock him out of the Church, then comes 


de the Clerk, ſhews and jingles the Keys, that all may 
„take Notice that he is excluded. And by this his 
Authority, the Chancellor takes upon him to ſentence 
not only Laymen, but Clergymen alſo brought into his 
Dr. Croſs, Biſhop of Hereford, Naked Truth, Gc. 
pag. 58. | 
: Court 
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„ Court for any Delinquency. And in the Court of 
& Arches, they ſentence even Biſhops themſelves.” _ 


* | remember when the Biſhop of Wells, hearing of a 
& Cauſe corrupily managed, and coming intoCourt to rec- 


e tify it, the Chancellor Dr. Duck fairly and mannerly bid 
„him be gone, for he had no Power there to act any 
« Thing; and therewithal pulled out his Patent, ſeal- 


« ed by this Biſhop's Predeceſſor, which frighted the 
* poor Biſhop out of the Court.”---Behold ! this is the 
Perſun, Sir, whom you have the Courage to repreſent 
as only aſſumed by the Biſhop, not to do any Act that is purely 
SPIKI1UAaL, but ONLY to be bis ASSISTANT in bis judicial 
Proceedings. 

But as we are now upon the Head of Diſcipline, and 
the Law called the TxsT is a Battery which has beat 
down all its Fences around your Church, and you are a 
zealous Advocate for that Law, you will permit me here, 
Sir, to enlarge a little upon that Point: And to ask- - 
How you can bear to ſee the terrible Deſolation it has 
made of your godly Diſcipline, without Reſentment and 
Grief 2 Can you be jealous, Sir, for the Proſperity and 
Honour of your Church, and yet patiently view it lying 
in this polluted and common State? Its Incloſures broken 
up, and a Way opened by Law for the moſt flagitious 
of Men, for Atheiſts, profeſſed Deiſts, and the moſt open 
and avowed Sinners, to lie ſecurely in its Boſom, to ſuck 
at its Breaſts, to be numbered and cheriſhed amongſt 
its holieſt and moſt beloved Children, and to be ac- 
knowledged before the World as honelt and good Chri- 
ſtians, by being ſuffered to come boldly to the Table of 
the LoRD. . 

But why do I ſay ſuffered ? Does not your Church 
by the Force of this Law, even compel them to come in ? 
Many of the unhappy Perſons, conſcious of their un- 
fitneſs, would gladly draw back: Knowing themſelves 
perhaps, either to disbelieve the Truth, or elſe to live in 


open Violence of the Laws of Chriſtianity, they are loth 
to 


— 


W * 
to add to their other Crimes this Prevarication with 
Almighty Gop, and Affront to Jesvs CHRIST, and thereby 
to run a dreadful Riſque of eating and drinking Judgment 


to themſelves. But, their All lies at Stake: They muſt 
qualify, or be given up to Beggary and Want. Away 
therefore with Scruples! They ruſh to the Lord's Table, 
and partake of the ſacred Elements with Conſciences 
and Charakters all covered with Guilt. 

You will ſay, perhaps, it is their own Fault, they 
might have refuſed to came. They might, indeed, if 
they would have loſt their Poſts, their Subſiſtence, their 
Bread. But can the Church reaſonably expect ſuch 
Sacrifices as theſe, from Men of corrupt Minds ? Is 
ſhe then in no Fault, in laying Men under ſuch ſtrong, 
almoſt invincible Temptations, to this odious Hypocriſy 
and Profanation of hely Things? Is ſhe not highly cul- 
pable, for opening her Boſom to receive Men of im- 
pure Characters to all the ſacred Privileges, Liberties, and 
Honours, which belong only to ſincere Chriſtians ? 
Yea, for owning before the World as worthy and good 
Chriſtians, Perſons whom the World ſees, and whom the 
Church herſelf cannot but ſee to blaſpheme the Name 
of ChRisr, and to live in avowed Contempt of his 
Authority and Laws ? | 

And what Relief, Sir, has the unhappy Miniſter, of 
whom as Steward in Gon's Houſe, it is required that be 
be found FAITHFUL, and who is to anſwer for his Condu& 
to his great MasTER hereafter ? What Relief, I ask, 
has he, when the moſt veteran Debauchee, ſhall come 
and demand from him theſe Pledges of Chriſtian Fellow. 
ſhip, and of God's paternal Love? Truly, none at all: 
He muſt receive him as a Child of God, and a dearly 
beloved Brother to the Table of CnrisT, or have an 
Action commenced againſt him, and be condemned per- 
haps in Damages more than he is worth. | 

As much therefore as you are concerned for the 
Honour of the Chutch, and for the Intereſt, Reputation; 
and 
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what you ſay---» “ That bigh Truſts, public Offices, and 


| [&] 

and Comfort of its Clergy, ſo Ln you ought to wiſlt 
and zealouſly promote the Repeal of this Law. A 
Law, which whatever was 1ts original Intention, hath 
in its Application, let in like a Floodgate upon your 


Church, the Dregs of the human Race. A Law, which 
though firſt deſigned only the more effectually to pre- 
vent all Danger to the Conſtitution from Papiſts, hath 
by an unnatural Perverſion of it, actually broken 
down all Diſtinction eſtabliſhed by divine Authority, 
betwixt Sacred and Profane : Has thruſt Infidels and 
Profligates into the moft holy Places of your Temple, 
and brings Deiſts and Debauchees to eat at the Lord's 


Table amongſt the Children of his Hovuſe.---- Let me 


ask you, Sir, inthe Name of Chriſt, our common Maſter 
and Judge, doth not this Law, as now enforc'd, occa- 
ſion the moſt notorious Proſtitution of the holy 'Sacra- 


ment of his Religion? Is not its avowed and open Ten- 


dency and Uſe, to pervert an Inſticution of our Saviour to 
Ends, not only quite different, but even oppoſite to 


thoſe for which HE appointed it ? Is it not making 


THAT a political Inſtrument to divide Chriftians, which 
CurIsT inſtituted as a religious Inſtrument to coaleſce and 
unite them: Muſt it not be highly odious and offenſive 


to Almighty God, to ſee an boly Sacrament, which his 


Wiſdom hath ordained for ſpiritual only and religious 
Purpoſes, thus proſtituted, perverted, made an Engine 
and Tool of State, employed to ſtrengthen and perpe- 
tuate Differences amongſt good Chriſtians ; and thereby 
debaſed, not to worldly only and ſecular, but to much 
worſe than worldly Ends ? | 

As to myſelf, Sir, I aſſure you, tho' I think this Law 


to be a moſt unrighteous Reſtraint upon us, and an un- 


doubted Violation of our natural Rights; yet I am far 
from being perſwaded that its Repeal would be of the 


leaſt Service to our Intereſt as Diſſenters. I doubt, and 


have often thought, that there is too much Fruth in 


Court 
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tc Court Employments, would be extremely apt to corrupt 
& us, and to make practical Religion more viſibly decay ;" 
and that it would really rather injure than ſtrengthen 
our Intereſt. I have never therefore, as a Diſſenter, 
been at all ſolicitous for the Repeal. No, Sir, ſo far 
from this, that could I allow myſelf to hate and wiſh ill 
. to the Church, I would moſt heartily wiſh it pertinaci- 
ouſly to hold faſt this ſhameful Corruption. I would 
wiſh it, by no Means, to give up this open Profanation 
of the Authority and Name of Chriſt ; this Proſtitution 
and Perverſion of an holy Sacrament of his Religion ; 
this Deſtruction of all Diſcipline ; this open Door for the 
Reception of the moſt Abominable and Profane to its 
moſt holy Myſteries and Rites : This, If I wiſh'd it ill, 
I would earneſtly wiſh your Church inflexibly to conti- 
nue; not doubting but, if long continued, it will ſure- 
ly at length bring down upon it the heavy Anger of Al. 
mighty GoD ; the juſt Reſentment and Jealouſy of a 
deſpiſed and inſulted Saviour ; and the deep Scorn and 
Contempt of all wiſe and thinking Men. 

Whilſt this Law continues, Sir, in its preſent Appli- 
cation, yourſelf cannot but ſee, that your Diſcipline muſt 
neceſſarily lie ſcandalouſly proſtrate, ruin'd, relax d. Tis 
impoſſible you can maintain, hardly the Shadow and 
Form, much leſs the Spirit of primitive eccleſiaſtic Go- 
vernment. Your boly Things muſt lie common, vilely 
trodden under Foot. Of all Perſons in the Land there- 
fore, the Clergy, ſhould be the firſt, to labour with all 
their Might the Repeal of this unhappy Law. A Law, 
which cannot but be ſuppoſed terribly to bear hard upon, 
and wound the Conſciences of many of them: And 
which ſubjects them to ſo ſervile a Proſtitution of their 


Character, as cannot but load it with great Infamy and] 


Reproach. | 


You tell me“, „That you will engage, /imple as you © 
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cc ſit here, that this Law ſhall be repeal'd ; and our In- 
„ mity 
c of the Conſtitution.----For Church and State here in 
„England are ſo incorporated and united, that they 


. „“ emies ; and ſtand or fall together.“ 
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« capacities remov'd, when we will lay down our En- 
to the Church, that is in ſhore to one half Parc 


« have, like the married Pair, the ſame Friends and En- 
I cannot pre- 
tend to ſay, Sir, how ſimple you ſat there, when you gave 
us this Aſſurance, but I would to God you were able to 
ſtand up, and make it good. For, 

I. Are you ſure that the Church is really any eſſential 
Part at all, much leſs the Half Part of the Britiſh Cox- 
$TITUTION : Or, that Church and State are ſo married 
and interwoven, that they muſt ſtand or fall together ? 


- | Many, Sir, beſides Diſſenters will think, that this is a 
very partial and wrong Repreſentation of our moſt ex- 
| cellent Frame of Government. 
| agination annibilate the Form of our preſent Church. Let 


Let any one in his Im- 


him ſuppoſe its Liturgy, Clergy, Articies, Canons, with 
all its Ceremonies and Rites, entirely vaniſh'd from the 
Land ; its — Revenues applied in Eaſe of our hea- 
vy Taxes, and for the Payment of the public Debts ; 
and Preachers paid only by voluntary Contributions, as 
they are amongſt us. Would the STATE hereby ſuſtain 
ſo eſſential a Loſs, that it could not thence-forward po/- 
fibly ſuhſiſt? What! would the Britiſh Monarchy be 
overthrowu- Our Courts of Judicature be ſhut up---the 
Courſe of Law be ſtopp'd---Parliaments no more meet 
Commerce and Trade ſtagnate----becauſe what you 
call the Church is no more ? Romantick and abſurd ! 
No: The Frame of our happy Government, both ci- 
vil and military, might remain the very fame : And you 


will give me leave to obſerve on the preſent Occaſion, 


that in one Part of this Kingdom, thoſe who profeſs 


' themſelves to be of your Church, as to its external Po- 


lity and Ceremonies, are almoſt to a Man inveterate 


zyowed Enemies of our happy civil Canſtitution, and 


bave 
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have riſen in an impious Rebellion againſt his Preſent ; 
Majeſty, and joined with Spaniards, French, [talians, and 
home-bred Papiſts, in their wicked Attempts to ſubvert 


the Proteſtant Religion and Liberties. 

2. This Deſtruction of the Church of England, is what 
we by no Means with. May Gop in Mercy prevent 
it, by cauſing her to /ee, in this her Day, the Things be. 
longing to her Peace.---We bear it not Enmity ; GOD is 
our Witneſs. We with it from our Souls Glory, Prof- 


perity, Purity, Peace: The Glory of being form'd ac-f 


cording to the perfect Plan of the primitive apoſtolick 
Church ; purg'd of thoſe Things, which yourſelves know 
to be no Parts of the Religion of CHRIST T! We wiſh to 
ſee it eſtabliſb'd upon the catholic and broad Bottom, upon 
which alone it can ſtand firm; even the ſcriptural Foun- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being its only Lawgiver and King : And not upon 
the narrow Baſis on which it now reſts, the Articles and 
Canons, the Inſtitutions and Inventions of fallible and 
weak Men; on which it can never be ſtrongly and 
firmly fixt ; which are all, in the Apoſtle's Language, 
Mood, Hay, Stubble ; whoſe End is to he burnt ! We wiſh, 
Sir, that as it opens its Boſom, and admits the vileſt De- 
bauchees without demurring at their open Violation of 
God's Commands; ſo it would charitably extend its 
Arms to take us into its Communion, without inſiſting 
upon our Obedience to the Injunctions and Commands of 
MEN ! Finally : we wiſh, that what God, in his Wiſ— 
dom, hath been pleaſed to leave indifferent ; your Church 
alſo, in her Wiſdom, would be pleaſed to leave the ſame : 
Thar you would not attempt to mend the Inſtitutions 
of Jesus CHRIS FH: But would receive us into your Church 
upon the ſame Terms and Qualifications as CurIsT and 
bis Apoſtles would have received us into theirs ; and as 
God will receive us into Heaven at laſt! This, Sir, 1 
allure you, is all the Harm we wiſh the Church: Judge 


then yourleif, whether we bear it any Enmity; and! 
whether! 
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whether you are not now bound to take from us the 
Incapacities, which you engaged, ſimple as you ſat there, 
| ſhould on this Condition be removed. 


And you will give me Leave, Sir, to think, and to 
hope, that there are Numbers of your worthy Clergy of 
the ſame Mind; that it would not at all leſſen either 
the Glory, Stability, or Proſperity of your Church, if 
its Bounds were thus enlarg'd, to admit the moderate Diſ- 
ſenters, who ſincerely defire ſo happy a Coalition. Its 
Enemies ſeem to multiply, and dark Clouds to riſe 
around it. Popery is making dangerous and mighty 
Inroads on the one Hand; and Deiſm on the other. 
There may come a Time, as there formerly has been, 
when the Fame of your Church being terribly threat- 
ened, we may again be conſider d as no deſpicable 
Auxiliaries. But ----If we cannot be ſo happy, as not 
to be caſt out and rejected by our Brethren ; our Con- 
ſolation is this, that God judgeth on the Earth; and that 
he will ſurely, at the proper Seaſon, vindicate and plead 
the Cauſe of the Injured and Oppreſs'd. 

But to return to the Point of Diſcipline. To the ac- 
knowledged Irregularity of the Lay-Chancellors in your 
Church, you would fain ** put in Balance theLay- Preach- 
66 ing, Lay-Praying, and Lay-Ordination allow'd in cur 
“ Churches *.” To which I reply, that in the Gene- 
rality of our Churches there is no ſuch Thing either al- 
low'd, or ever done. Beſides, if there were: Did not 
your own Church ſet us the Pattern? In the Rubrick be- 


fore the general Confeſſion at the Communion, did it 


not direct? Then ſhall this general Confeſſion be made, 
in the Naine of all thoſe that are to receive, either by ONE 
OF THEM, or elſe by ONE oF THE MinisTErs. How it 
came to be omitted in the late Editions of the Common 
Prayer; whether it is done according to Law, and by 
Authority of Parliament; you, Sir, perhaps can ſay. 
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As to“ Laymen being an eſſential Part of all out! 


“ Conſiſtories and Sy nods; fitting in them, and having 
* an equal Vote with Paſtors in all Buſineſs ---- jointly 
with them ſuſpending from the Lord's Table, 6c. F* 


This, Sir, is no other than the ſcriptural apoſtolic Plan. 


The aggriev'd Perſon is by our Lord, you know, Mat. 
xvili. 17. directed to lay his Complaint before THE CHURCH, 
i. e. the Congregayon of the Faithful: and if the Of- 
fender neglected to hear THE CHuxcn (the Congregation ) 
admoniſhing and reproving him, he was then to be con- 
ſider'd as an heathen Man and a Publican. So the cor- 
rupt Member, at Corinth, was to be ſolemnly excom- 
municated. How? Not by any particular Perſon, 
Chancellor or Biſhop; but it was to be the Act of the 
whole Church, To the whole Body or Congregation of 
Believers in that City, St. Paul gives Directions, That 
when they were come together, they ſhould deliver ſuch an 
one to Satan. - And, that they ſhould put away from 
amongſt themſelves that wicked Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 13- 
which Excommunication he afterwards calls a Puniſhment 
inflicted by the Many, 2 Cor. ii. 6. So in that weighty 
and momentous e How far the Gentiles were 
to ſubmit to the Law of Moſes? The Elders and Bre- 
thren are join'd with the Apoſtles in the Deciſion and 
Decree, A&s xv. 23. The Laity therefore have a Right 
to be conſulted, and to judge, in theſe important Church 
Matters, together with the Clergy ; as they do, by their 
Repreſentatives, in what you call our Conſiſtories. But 
with you, Sir, a /ingle Layman 
which you ſeem willing to loſe ſight of ) I repeat it, 
a ſingle Layman, not only in Diſtinction from, but in 


actual Oppoſition to, the Biſhop, and all the Church, both 
Clergy and Laity, has Authority to judge and determine | 


theſe important Matters; and excommunicates, or ab- 


ſolves; ſhuts out, or lets in, according to his /ole 
Pleaſure. 
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| And here, Sir, let me ſtop a Moment, and review the 
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Point in Debate betwixt our good Dr. Watts and your- 
ſelf. As for the Lives of the Diſſenters, tho' Gop 


knows we have nothing whereof to boaſt, but a great 


Deal that calls for Shame and Humiliation on this Head ; 
yet whether we are quite /o deep immers'd in the De- 
luge of Profaneneſs, Immorality, and Vice, which ſpreads 
over the Land. ---- Whether the Blaſybemies and Oaths, 
the Debauchery, Riot, and guilty Exceſſes, which too ge- 
nerally prevail, be in Proportion to our Number, found 
as rife amongſt us, as amongſt the Members of the 
eſtabliſh'd Church ---- muſt be lefr, and we freely leave 
it, to the impartial World to judge betwixt us. 

And as to ſpecial Obligations and Advantages for holy 
Living, which you conteſt ſtrenuouſly with the Do@or 
to lie on your Side; what hath been above obſerved 
on your ſeveral Offices for Confirmation, Abſulution of the 
Sick, and Burial of the Dead, ſhews them, I humbly 
think, to have really an ill Aſpect upon the Morals of 
your People; a dangerous and apparent Tendency to 
cheriſh in them falſe Hopes, and to give them wrong 
Notions of the Terms of Acceptance, and of Entrance 
into Heaven. And of the deplorable State in which 
your Diſcipline lies ( which you acknowledge to be of 
great Moment to the Edification-of the Church ) no 
Enemy need to wiſh a ſadder Account than yourſelf have 
given of it. Upon the whole therefore, Sir, [ cannac 
think, the worthy Doctor to deſerve Cenſure, for at- 
tempting to rouſe Diſſenters from the Janguiſhing State 
of Religion amongſt them, by putting them in mind of 
the ſuperior Advantages they enjoy'd, and of the peculiar 
Obligations under which they manifeſtly lay to greater 


| Holineſs of Life. 


You ſeem not a little diſpleaſed “ at its having been 
urged as a Reaſon for our Diſſent, That your Church 


has ſhewn a perſecutingSpurit,” and with ſome Emotion 
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ask Did the Church * at any Time its 
„ own Members? Were you or your Fathers ever per. 
+ ſecuted while they continued in the Church? And 
were they driven out of it by thoſe Perſecutions?“ 
I confeſs, Sir, you quite ſurprize me by ſuch Queſtions 
as theſe. What! are you only a Stranger in Britain; 
and have never heard of the bitter Sufferings of our 
worthy Fathers the PukITans ? With what Silencings, 
Deprivations, Fines, Impriſonments, and lingering and 
cruel Deaths, for more than an Hundred Years, they were 
terribly harraſs'd and oppreſs'd by your Church ? Have 
you never read, with a bleeding Heart, the unrelenting 
Rigors of your Archbiſhops Parker, Bancroft, Whitegift, 
Laud, --- under the firſt of whom above an bundred; 
under the ſecond, above three hundred pious and learned 
Men, not only Members but Miniſters of your Church, 
were ſilenc'd, ſuſpended, admonith'd, deprived, many 
of them loaded with grievous and heavy Fines, and 
thur up in filthy Jails, where they expired ſlowly thro' 
Penury and Wanc? And what were the Crimes which 
drew this dreadful Storm of epiſcopal Vengeance on 
them? Nothing but their Scruples about the Surplice 
and the Cap, about Bowing at the Name of Feſus, about 
Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell, and ſuch like momentous 
Points. 

Have you never read, Sir, what Deſolations Laud 
brought upon our Fathers, whilſt yer in your Church ? 
How many Hundreds of them were ſequeſtred, driven 
from their Livings, excommunicated, perſecuted in the 
IIigh-Commiſſion Court, and forced to leave the King- 
dom for not punctuallyj conforming to all the Ceremo- 
nies and Rites; and not daring to tell their People, that 
they might lawfully profane the Sabbath by Gambols and 
Sports; and to Publiſh from their Pulpits the Permiſſion 


of the {ing to break the Command f God ---- And yet] : 
1 


ix 
Pray !F 


you ask Mere your Fathers ever perſecuted while they 
continued in the Church?“ | | 
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« fixty Thouſand Perſons was taken, who had 3 


Pray! what was it peopled the ſavage Deſarts of 


North America? Was it not the Thouſands of perſecuted 
and oppreſs'd Families, who fled from tyranniſing 


Bisnors? Who not being ſuffer'd to worſhip quietly in 
their native Country, as their Conſciences directed, 
: © ſought a peaceful Retreat from the Rage of their Fel- 
low - Chriſtians amongſt more hoſpitable Indians. ---- To 


omit a thouſand” Acts of Cruelty, which thro' ſeveral 
ſucceſſive Reigns our Fathers ſuffer'd not only from, but 
when actually in, the Church. ---- Did ſhe not at laſt, in 
a moſt arb1-rary and unrighteous Manner caſt out at once 


above two Thouſand of them, excellent and pious Mini- 


ſters, and abandon them and their ſtarving Families, 
to great Poverty and Diſtreſs ? To heighten that Diſtreſs, 


did not your Church, by another Act, baniſh them five 


Miles from any City, Burrough, or Church in which they 
had before ſerved: and thereby. put them at a proper 
Diſtance from their Acquaintance and Friends, who 


might miniſter to their Relief? Did the not by another 


Acr forbid their meeting to worſhip God, any where but 
in your own Churches, under the Penalties of heavy Fines, 
Impriſonments, and Baniſhment to foreign Lands ? 

In Conſequence of theſe cruel Acts, were not vaſt 
Numbers of pious Clergymen, our Forefathers ( once the 
Glory of your Church) with Multitudes of their People, 
laid in Priſons amongſt Thieves and common Malefac- 


tors, where they ſuffered the greateſt Hardſhips, In- 


dignities, Oppreſſions ; their Houſes were rudely rifled, 
their Goods made a Prey to hungry Informers, and 
their Families given up to Beggary and Want. © An 
« Eſtimate was publiſhed of near eight Thouſand Pro- 
te teſtant Diſſenters, who had periſhed in Priſon in the 
© Reign only of Charles II. By ſevere Penalties in- 
% flicted on them, for aſſembling to worſhip Gop, they 


“ ſuffered in their Trade and Eſtates in the Compaſs 


ce of a few Years, at leaſt two Millions; and a Liſt of 


| | 7 
« on a religious Account, betwixt the Reſtoration and 
c the Revolution *.”----Behold, the Groans and the Blood « 


of Miriads of oppreſſed Puritans, which cry beneath 


the Altar, How long, O Lokd ! But you are deaf to all Þ 
their Groans ---- And with Inſenſibility enough ask 


Were your Fathers ever perſecuted ? 

« But the Presbyterian and Independent Churches, 
* have each in their Day of Power, diſcovered as much, 
cc and indeed more of that Spirit f.“ Too much of that 
bad Spirit tis acknowledged, they have each ſhewn. But 
ſurely there is no Compariſon betwixt the Cruelties and 
Oppreſſions of your Church, and of their's. 
Finger, has been thicker than their Loins. 

« But whatever the Church may have been hereto- 


6 fore, you affirm, it is not now of a perſecuting Spirit: 


And that there is not the leaſt Appearance of its having 
„ difquieted and oppreſſed any on Account of Religion, 
& for more now than half a Centurv +.” You had 
forgot, Sir, the famous Schiſm and occaſional Conformity 
Acrs, which long ſince that Date much diſquieted and 
oppreſſed us. The Teſt and the Corporation Acts had alſo 
ſlipped your Memory, which at this Time deprive us 
of valuable and important Privileges, to which as faithful 


Subjects, and Members of the Common-wealth, we think | 


we have a natural undoubted Right. 

- The preſent Governors of your Church indeed, 
( Thanks be to Heaven for it) are too wiſe and too 
righteous, to permit Perſecution to rage againſt us. But 
to their Clemency and Juſtice, Sir, not to the kind and 
benevolent Spirit and Conſtitution of your Church, 1 
humbly apprehend we owe it, that we are not at this 
Time ſeverely perſecuted and oppreſſed. If the Act of 
Uniformity, which to be ſure you will call a grand Pillar 


of your Church, is not a very unrighteous and perſe- | 


Vid. Nea?s Hiſt. Purit. Vol. IV. p. 554. + Lett. III. p. 61. 
+ Lett. III. p. Gt. EL 
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I affirm nothing, but appeal to the whole World ; 


mate, Dr. Wake, has obſerved. 
that he be not overtaken by it. 


'* ſoon as he comes within the Obligation of it. 


4 Behalf of the King's Supremacy, P. 22. 


9 ] 


euting A, yet ſeveral of your Canons breathe, you know, 
Sir, a very curling and perſecuting Spirit. 


By the former, 
« Whoever ſhall declare or ſpeak any Thing in the De- 


'« rogation or Depraving of the Book of Common-Prayer, 


“ or any Thing therein contained, or any Part thereof, he 
« ſhall for the firſt Offence, ſuffer Impriſonment for one 
* whole Year, without Bail or Mainprize ; and for the 
« ſecond Offence, be impriſoned dux ix Life? - Here 
I ap- 
peal, Sir, to your own Conſcience, whether this be or be 
not an unjuſt and a perſecuting AcT ? By the latter, the 


Canons, If any Man ſhall affirm any of the Things con- 
„ tained in the Book of Articles, Common Prayer, or of 
Ordination; (in which yet there are many Things ac- 
knowledged by your own moſt learned Divines, and [ 


doubt nor, by yourſelf, to need Alteration ; ) your IV, 
V. VI. VII. and VIIIth Canons, thunder out upon him. 
a terrible Excommunication, ipſo fatto *, by which he is to 
be cut off as a cankered and rotten Member, and not to 
be reſtored, till he hath repented and publickly revoked 
his wicked Errors. Doth not this ſavour, Sir, of an anti- 
chriſtian and perſecuting Spirit? 


—— * — 


— — — 


* Concerning an Fæ communication ipſo fatto, our late learned Pri- 
„Fi, That there is no Need in 
this Caſe, of any Admonition, as where the Judge is to give Sentence ; 
but every one is to take Notice of the Law at his Peril, and to ſce 
And Secondly, That there is no Need 
« of any Sentence to be pronounced, which the Canon itſelf has paſſed; 
„and which is by that Means a/ready promulged upon every one, a3 
In other Caſes, a 
„% Man may do Things worthy of Cenſure, and yet behave himſelf ſo 
* warily in them as to eſcape the Puniſhment of the Church, for want 
« of legal Exid-nce to convitt him. But Excommunicatia Canonis /igat 
eliam occulta Delita. Where the Canon gives Sentence, there is 20 
« eſceping ; but the Conſcience of every Man becomes e by it, 
“ as ſoon as ever he is ſenſible, that he has done that which was for- 
„ bidden, under the Pain of /uch an Excommunication,” Appeal in 


Bur 
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But you ſeem not, with Submiſſion, to have yourſelf Þ 

a juſt Horror of the dreadful Sin of Perſecution, and to!“ 
be a little too deeply tinged with this fanatical Spirit:“ b. 
For you call aloud for © the Church's Sword to fall upon 
« Hereticks, as well as upon immoral Perſons: And put 4 al 
ce me in Mind, that by that ancientDiſcipline” (which you] Sir, 
| awiſh.co ſee reſtored) © open Schiſmaticks were treated al. | Own 
| moſt as roughly as any Sort of Offenders whatſoever f.“ Char 
| By Hereticks, no doubt you mean, thoſe whom you take | Schi, 
| to be ſuch: And by open Schiſmaticks, thoſe who are att u; 
| withdrawn from your Church: Theſe you wiſh to ſee Fart 


| roughly handled, and to have the Church's Sword drawn Spirit 

upon them. But, GoD Almighty be praiſed ! We live T 

. under ſo juſt a Government, as is not, we hope, like Eng! 
our 


4 to gratify this cruel Wiſh. | 

j Do you not remember, Sir, that the firſt Reformer: 

| were counted Hereticks and open Schiſmaticks, by the Top} © D 
Churchmen amongſt whom they lived? That Jxsus !“ W. 

»Cunisr and his Apoſtles were counted the very ſame ? 
That our dear Brethren in France, who are now bleeding} © th 
under the Church's Sword, are moſt confidently rec- !“ ce 
koned ſuch, by all the Rulers and Prieſts there? But is!“ in 
it fit that theſe Hereticks ſhould be thus roughly bandled? © M 
Or, is it thoſe only whom vou are pleaſed to call by that!“ Pa 
Name, who merit theſe rough Meaſures ? Whenever, “ qu. 
Sir, you ſhall produce your Patent from Heaven, con- 
ſtituting you Jupct of Hertsy, and ſhall be able aut ho- wi 
ritatively and infallibly to pronounce what is, and what | me 
is not, to be puniſhed as such, then the Church's Sword, “ thi 
will, I hope, be put into your Hands: But till then, Sir, 
tis much ſafer to let it remain ſheathed ; leſt under the] Ar 
Notion of Hereticks, you fall upon and roughly handle, 
Men better than yourſelf, This has ever been theſþ © tel 
Caſe, ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, when Fcclefiaſticks | © W 
have preſumed authoritatively to draw and uſe the] © bet 
Church's Sword. —— 


+ Lett. III. p. 12. 21. But! 
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?| © epiſcopal Government,” got them ſuppreſled. 


„ Wax-Candles on the Communion-Table. &'. 


eit. III. p. Go. 
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But you add, “ Tis well I can't ſay your Church 


« has ſhewn a dividing Spirit, and actually divided itſelf 
by an open Schiſm, from a ſound Part of the Catho- 
6 lic Church; that, indeed, would have been an un- 
„„ anſwerable Reaſon for your diſſent “.“ Ves, this alſo, 
Sir, we can ſay, and therefore ſtand juſtified by your 


own Conceſſion, That miſguided unhappy Prince 
Charles T. and his furious Primate Laud, began this fatal 
Schiſm, in Complaiſance to the Church of Rome, and 
actually divided the Church of England, from a found 
Part of the Catholic Church; and the ſame ſchiſmatical 
Spirit has ever ſince too generally prevailed in it. 
The Dutch, Walloon, and French Churches here in 
England, were eſtabliſhed by Charters from ſeveral of 
our Princes; but Lord Clarendon informs us, The Bi- 
« ſhops growing jealous that the countenancing another 


„ Diſcipline of the Church here by Order of State, 


the Reputation and Dignity of 
And 
5 that this might be ſure to look like more than was ne- 
«© ceſſary to the civil Policy of the Kingdom, whereas 
« in all former Times, the Ambaſſadors and all foreign 
« Miniſters of State employ'd from England, into any 


« would at leaſt diminiſh 


% Parts where the reformed Religion was exerciſed, fre- 


« quented their Churches, and gave all poſſible Counte- 
& nance to their Profeſſion ; the contrary to this was now 
« with great Induſtry practiſed, and ſome Advertiſe- 
% ments, if not Inſtructions, given to the Amballadors 
ce there (Le Clerc ſays they were ordered) to forbear any 


extraordinary Commerce with Men of that Profeſſion. 


% And Lord Scudamore, the laſt ordinary Ambaſſador 
{© there, not only declined going to Charenton (the Pro- 


te teſtant Church) but furniſhed his own Chappel with 
An 


e beſides, was careful to publiſh upon all Occaſions by 


L himſelf, 


82 
« himſelf, and thoſe wi wn the neareſt Relation to 
« to him, that the Church of ENGLAND looked not upon the 
« Hugonots of FRANCE, as a Part of TER COMMUNION : 
« which was likewiſe too much, and too induſtriouſly 
66 diſcourſed at Home.“ 
of England, actually dividing itſelf from a ſound Part of 
the Catholic Church ! For ſuch ſurely you will own the 


brave Proteſtants in France, who have born Teſtimony to 


the Faith by ſo great and ſo glorious a Fight of Aidti. 
ons, and ſealed it with Seas of Blood. 

I would alſo put you in Mind of another Fact, that 
ſeems to have eſcaped your Reading, or Memory. Upon 
the Queen of Bobemia's earneſt Solicitation with the 
King her Brother (Charles I. Anno 1634) a Collection 


was ordered throughout England, for the poor perſecut-f 


ed Miniſters of the Palatinate, who were baniſhed their 
Country for their Religion. In the Brief which was 
granted for this Purpoſe, was this Clauſe : J/hoſe Caſes 
are the more to be deplored, becauſe this Extremity is fallen 
upon them, for their Sincerity and Conſtancy in the true Re- 


ligion, which d together with them profeſs. Archbiſhop | 
Laud excepted againſt this Clauſe, and denied that the 
Religion of the Palatine Churches was the ſame with! 


eurs, becauſe they were Calviniſts, and their Miniſters 
had not Epiſcopal Ordination. Laud acquainted the 
King with his Obje&ions. The Clauſe was ordered to 


be expunged, and the brave unhappy Palatines were | 


thus publickly diſowned by the Governors of the Church, 


who in all reaſonable Conſtruction, muſt be ſuppoſed Þ 
to know and ſpeak its Senſe, and not allowed to be Pro- 


feſſors of the ſame true Religion.“ How unchriſtian 
and ſchiſmatical this! 


Of the like Schiſm was it alſo guilty, in the Occaſion- 


al Conformity Act, which took Place in a late Reign. 
For it thereby roxg under ſevere Penalties, all its Mem- 
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+ Clarcnd. Hiſt, Rebell. Vol. III. p. 96, 97. 
. * Neal's Hiſt. Purit. Vol. I. p. 271. bers 


Behold here, Sir, the Church Ini 


© munion.” 
that your Church has ſhewn, and does ſhew, a ſchiſinati- 


with them in common Life. 
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bers who had any Places of fog or Truſt, to wor- 


ſhip or hold Communion with any of the foreign 
Churches, Dutch, French, &c. in thoſe Kingdoms, in 
which 1ts Liturgy was not uſed. And ſhould any Mi- 


niſter of any of the reformed Churches of Scotland, France, 


Germany, Holland, now come into England, would your 
Church receive them as Miniſters, or admit them as 


ſuch to officiate in its public Worſhip ? I preſume you 


know, vir, ſhe would not. But is not this virtually re- 
nouncing their Communion ? Nor will you admit even 
the Lay-Members of any of theſe foreign Churches to 
your Communion at the Lord's Supper, except befides 
what CHRIST has ordered, they will ſubmit alſo to 
ſome Order and Inſtitution of YoUR own. | 

Now your great Stilling fleet f hath thus derermined--- 
% 'That which confines, mult alſo divide the Church; for 
« by that Confinement, a Separation is made betwixt the 
« Parties confined, and the other; which Separation 
« muſt be made, by the Party /o limiting Chriſtian Com- 
Upon the whole then, 'tis moſt evident; 


cal and dividing Spirit, has actually divided irfelf from 
ſound Parts of the univerſal Church. This therefore 
you will pleaſe to take, as an unanſwerable Reaſon fot 
our diſſent. 

You muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I think you treat a great 


deal too ſeverely a worthy Body of Men, our MinisTEss ; 


when you repreſent them as © Perſons whom the Faith- 


cc ful, far from being permitted to enter into any Paſ- 
C toral Relation to them, are not permitted to have any 


« Chriſtian Communion with them; no, not fo much 28 


« any intimate unneceſſary Acquaintance and Familiarity 
And tell me---* They 


« are not duly ordained to their Office; that their Ad- 
« miniſtrations are moſt certainly irregular, and unne- 
« ceſſary and wanton, if not a factious Departure from 


4 

« the primitive Order. And that therefore I cannot de- 
& pend, at leaſt with fo much Aſſurance as is requiſite to 
d the Peace and Acquieſcence of my Mind, that ſuch 
& Ordinances will be bleſſed to me. f -I have weighed 
this Matter with a good deal of Attention, and upon the 
Whole am fully fatisfied, both from Scripture and Anti- 
quity, that Presbyters have a Right to, and did from the 
Apoſtles Times actually ordain. There are /wo Things, 
amongſt many others, which I beg Leave to offer to your 
Conſideration upon this Point.— 

1. That the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches in all 
foreign Parts, have almoſt all of them, I apprehend, no 
other than Preſbyterian Ordination. 

The whole Company of illuſtrious Proteſtant Churches 
of Scotland, France, Holland, Switzerland, Germany, Po- 
land, Hungary, Denmark, except perhaps Sweden, Cc. 
have none but Preſbyterian Ordination amongſt them, 
For Luther, Calvin, Bercer, Melancton, Bugenhagius, c. 
and all the firſt Reformers and Founders of theſe Churches, 
who ordained Miniſters amongſt them, were themſelves 
Preſbyters and no other. And though in ſome of theſe 
Churches, there are Miniſters which are called Superinten- 
dents, or Biſhops, yet theſe are only prima inter Pares “; 
the firſt among Equals ;, not pretending to any Superiority 
of Oxptr. Having themſelves no other Orders than 
what either Pre/byters gave them, or was given them as 
Preſbyters, they can convey no other to thoſe they or- 
dain. || You are a Gentleman of two great Diſcernment 
to urge the ſtale Pretence, that this is to theſe Churches 


ee — 


T Lett. I. p. 73. * Account of Denmark, p. 253. _ | 

The Dani Church is indeed at this Time governed by Biſoops. 
But they look: upon Epiſcopacy as only an human Inſtitution ; and the 
firſt Proteſtant Prelates in that Kingdom, were ordained by Bugenha- 
g'u5, a meer Preſbyter; who by Conſequence, could convey no other 
than a Pre/byterian Ordination to their Succeſiors ever fince. Secten 
aorf, Hift. Lutherian. Lib. 20. Sc. 1, With Caveat, p- 15. 


th 
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bees 

a Matter not of Choice, but of Neceſſity and Force. For 
if they thought epiſcopal Ordination, I do not ſay neceſſary, 
but even more regular or expedient, could they not with 
the greateſt Eaſe immediately obtain it ? Would not the 


Church of England, upon the leaſt Intimation of their 


| Willingneſs co receive it, moſt readily ſend them Bi- 
ſhops to ſupply this Defect? You know, Sir, too well 


its charitable Diſpoſition, and even Offers of this Kind, 
in the leaſt to ſuſpect it. Whatever Cenſures you paſs 


then upon the Orders and Adminiſtrations of the Mini- 


ſters amongſt us, they equally fall upon all the reform- 
ed Churches throughout the whole Proteſtant World. If 


ours are an unneceſſary and wanton Departure from the 


primitive Order, theirs are the ſame. Now it gives me 
great Pleaſure to ſee myſelf in ſuch a Crowd of excel- 
lent and good Company. And unleſs you can offer ſome 
thing more demonſtrative on this Head, than I have ever 
yet ſeen, my Mind will'enjoy full Peace as to the Re- 


gularity of the Miniſtration on which I attend. But, 


2. It ſeems a little ſtrange to hear you glorying over 


us, and conſequently over all the foreign Churches, as 


to the Matter of Orders, when theſe very Ok D ERS in 


which you glory, you acknowledge to have derived 
ONLY from the Church of Roux. 


A Church which your- 
ſelves, in your Homilies, confeſs to be idolatrous and an- 


tichriſtian, Not only an Harlot, as the Scripture call- 
* eth her, but alſo a foul, filthy, old, wither'd Harlot; 
„ the fouleſt and filthieſt that ever was ſeen.---And that 
| 6 as it at preſent is, and hath been for goo Years, it is 
cc ſo far from the Nature of the TRuꝝ Church, that no- 
„ thing can be more *. - Note. Theſe Homilies every 
Clergyman publickly declares, and ſubſcribes with his 


Hand, that they contain @ godly and wholſome Dofrine, 


fit to be read in Churches by Miniſters. 


Now it is oxLx, Sir, from this filthy, wither' d, old 


* Vid. Homilies, pag. 162, 295. | 
e HarLoT, 


[-86-T]” 
HarLor, that you derive, by Ordination, your ſpiritnal 
Deſcent. You confeſs yourfelves born of her, as to eccle- 


ſiaſtical Pedigree: And the Sons of this fouleſt and fil- 
thieſt of Harlots, you acknowledge as Brethren, by ad- 
mitting their Orders as regular and valid; whereas tho/e 
of the Proteſtant Churches you reje&t. If a Prieſt, or- 
dained with all the ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Rites of 
this antichriſtian and falſe Church, comes over to the 
Church of England; you admit him as a BRorHER, duly 
ordained ; without obliging him to paſs under that Cere- 
mony again; But if a Miniſter of the Reform'd Churches, 
Joins himſelf to you, you conſider him as but a Layman, 
an unordain'd Perſon, and oblige him to receive Orders 
according to your Form. How, Sir, is it poſſible to 
account for this Procedure! Can that Church, which is 
no true Church, impart valid and true Orders? Can a 
filthy old Harlot produce any other than a ſpurious and 
corrupt Breed? Will you reſt the Yalidity and Regula- 
rity of your Adminiſtrations on your receiving the /acer- 
dotal Character from the Biſhops and Popes of the Romiſh 
Church? Many, if not moſt, of whom, were Men of 
moſt corrupt and infamous Lives; Men, who were ſo 
far from being regular and valid MixIsTERS in the Church 
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of Jesus Car1sr, that they were not ſo much as regular] them, 


or real MEMBERs of it at all; and therefore could not 
poſſibly, duly, or, regularly oFFICIATE therein; conſe- 
quently, had no Power to communicate or convey Orders 
or Offices in the CHRISTIAN Church. Whatever Offices 
they convey'd therefore, are at beſt doubtful and f. uſpi- 
cious; if not abſolutely null, irregular, and void. +--- 
So that really your own Orders, if ſtrictly examin'd, may 
miniſter great Doubt and Diſquietude of Mind. 

If Charity then were ſilent; Prudence, methinks, 
ſhould loudly dictate, that you ſpeak gently as to the 
Authority and Orders of our Miniſters, when you know 
it is in their Power ſo ſtrongly to retort. It was there- 
fore ſurely not wiſe, Sir, as well as extremely unkind, 
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to ſet them up as Objects of public Odium and Avoidance ; 
and to admonith © every good Man not ro have any inti- 


« mate or unneceſſary Acquaintance with them, or Fami- 


« liarity in common Life. But ---- BLESSED, our Lord 
hath ſaid, are ye, when Men ſhall hate you, and sEPARATE 


you from their COMPANY, and CA8T OUT your Names as 


EVIL, for the Son of Man's jake : ReJoice ye in that Day, 
and leap for Foy; for behold, your Reward in Heaven is 
great 

You very ſtrenuouſly conteſt what you call “ one 
& of the favourite and fundamental Principles of the 
« Diſſention, namely, That every Lay-Chriſtian has a 
Right to chuſe his own Paſtor +.” A Right ſo evi- 
dently founded on Reaſon, Scripture, and the undoubted 
Praiſe of the primitiveChurch, and ſo generally acknow- 
ledg'd by all the learned of your own Communion, that 
I cannot bur a little wonder at the Alertneſs with which 
you make your Attack upon it. The Charge given to 
the Chriſtian People ---- To take heed what they hear ---- 
to beware of falſe Prophets----not to believe every Spirit, bus 
to try the Spirits - inconteſtibly proves them to have 
a Right o 
Matter: And that this Right, which God has given 
them, it is their Duty to uſe. 

When an Apoſtle was to be choſen in the Room of 
Judas the Traitor, the whole Body of the Diſciples were 


applied to on that Occaſion, As i. who aPPOINTED by 


common Suffrage, Two from their whole Number to be 
Candidates for that Office, v. 23. The Election, you 
% ſay, was evidently made by Gop g.“ But was it not as 
evidently made by the People alſo? If the Choice of one 


from the Two be acknowledg'd to be the Act of Gop; 
was not the Choice of theſe Two, from amongſt the 
whole Number, as much the Act of the People? The 
People then were actually) concern'd in that Choice. 
Luke vi. 22, 23. f Lett. II. p. 6. Let. II. p. 8. 

(6 The 
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« The ſeven Deacons, a6. vi. LM ſay; were but preſented | « 4c 
& or recommended hy the Btethren +.” But let the ſacred « be 
Story judge ---- Wherefore, Brethren, Look YE.OUT amongſtÞ « [ 
you, ſeven Men of honeſt Report: And the Saying pleaſed « gr 
the whole Multitude, and they chosk Stephen and Philip, « A 
&c. - Can Words be more expreſs ? « of 

That Biſhops and Paſtors were choſen in the ancient « 
Church by the Suffrage of the People, the Evidence is] jmag 
ſo ſtrong,as greatly to try the Countenance of the Perſon the 
who diſputes. Ignatius, if you will allow him genuine, good 
ſays, It becomes you as the Church of GoD to CuvusE aff Auth 
Biſhop. Alexander was made Biſhop of Feruſalem, by theſf then 
Compulſion or Cxorce of the Members of that Church. Paſts 
Upon the Death of Anterus, Biſhop of Rome, Al! the] (1 m 
People met together in the Church to chuſe a Succeſſor ----Þ ther; 
and they all took Fabianus and placed him in the epiſcopal Char! 
Chair. So Cornelius, his Succeſſor, was ELECTED by thef other 
Suffrage of the Clergy and Laity. Cyprian often ac-} Engl: 
knowledges he was made Biſhop of Carthage, Favore] teſtan 
Plebis ---- Populi univerſi Suffragio, &c. By the Favourf them! 
and Vor of all the People ff. And exprelly ſays, Plebis] had ſ- 
maxime habet Proteſtatem, vel eligendi dignos Sacerdotes, I to the 
vel indignos recuſandi, The chief Power of causING worthy find 1 
Miniſters, and of REJECTING the unworthy, belongs to THEF Superi 
PeoePLE. I produce no further Evidence upon a Point] you ſt 
ſo inconteſtible, but the Words of a learned Brother off every 
your own, high enough for Church Power, Thath To 
« the People bad Votes in the Choice of Biſhops all muſt} * has 
grant; and it can be only Ignorance and FOLLY that © to 
« pleads the contrary +.” $5 or 

* You think a Man provides very well for his Soul, Eſt 
© who ſubmits himſelf to the Inſtructions, and devourlyf «« pre 
* attends all the Adminiſtrations of an able and ortho- in 


+ Ibid. * Epiſt. ad Philad. ff Vid. Conſtitut. and| 
Diſcipline of the Primitive Church, p. 46. + Lowth off 
Church Power. . 
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© dox Miniſter, by whomſoever provided. And it will 
be confeſſed, you ſuppoſe, that the King, and Biſbops, 


& Lord Chancellor, Nobility, and Gentry, who are our 
« greater Patrons, are more competent Fudges of the 
& Abilities and Orthodoxy of Clergymen, and 
« of. their Fitneſs for particular Stations, than the 
« common Run of Men, eſpecially the Fulgar g.“ But 
imagine yourſelf, Sir, for a Moment on the other Side 


the Water, preaching this wholeſome Doctrine to the 


good Proteſtants in France. If Kings, Biſhops, &c. have 
Authority and Right to appoint Paſtors to the People, 
then the People are bound to receive and attend the 
Paſtors they ſend. But if this be right in one Country 
(1 muſt again put you in Mind) 'tis right alſo in ano- 
ther; unleſs one Kingdom can produce a Warrant, or 
Charter from Heaven giving it ſuch Authority, which 
other Kingdoms have not. If this Doctrine be Truth in 
England, tis Truth alſo in Fance. The brave Pro- 


teſtants then have raſhly and unwarrantably withdrawn 


themſelves from the Paſtors, whom the King and Biſhops 
had ſet over them; they ought to return, and ſubmit 
to their eſtabliſhed Guides, and not proudly attempt to 
find Miniſters more able and orthodox, than thoſe their 
Superiors have ſolemnly deputed to that Truſt. ---- Will 
you ſtand, Sir, to this Doctrine? If not, vou muſt allow 
every Man a Right to judge for himſelf. 
To the common and juſt Plea - That every Man 


© has as good a Right to chuſe his own Paſtor, to whom 


« to commit the Care of his Soul, as to chuſe his Lawyer 


'& or Phyſician, with whom he intruſts his Body or 
C Eſtate,” you reply: © Phyſicians in many Places are 
c provided by Governors for thoſe who are ſick, as 
in Chelſea, and other Hoſpitals, whilſt no Body dreams 
'& of any Incroachment upon their natural Rights f.“ 
But tell me, Sir, would you not complain, if waenever 
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9 ibid. p. 9. + Lowth on Church Power, p. 13. 
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SO „ . 

you were ſick, you were oBLIGED to accept of this public 
Proviſiom; and MusT commit yourſelf to the Care of thoſe 
Gentlemen of the Faculty who officiated in the Hoſ- 
pital, ſuppoſing you lived near it, whatever Notion 
you had of their Fidelity or Skill? Or ſhould a Phyſician 
be provided, and eſtabliſhed by Law in each Pariſh of 
this Kingdom, would you not call it an Infringment of 
your natural Right, to be obliged to call him in (how. 
ever ignorant or uncapable you took him to be) and to 
commit your Health to his Care ; eſpecially if there 
was at Hand another, licenſed by Authority, whom you 
thought to have better Judgment, and from whoſe 
Preſcripts you had received frequent and ſignal Relief? 
I am perſuaded in this Caſe, you would ſtrongly and 
very juſtly complain of the Reſtraint. But every Man 
ſurely, is as capable, and has as undoubted a Right to 
Judge and to chuſe what Miniſter to attend for the Edi- 
fication of his Soul, as what Phyſician to uſe for the 
Recovery of his Health. 

„% No, you reply, there is a Difference in the tu 
« Caſes; your Paſtors are your Guides and Governors, 
to whom you owe Subjection in ſpiritual Things: And 
7 1t is not, I think, quite ſo reaſonable to challenge to 
c yourſelves the chuſing of theſe, as of the other who 
«© have no Autbority over you *.” But I beſeech you, 
good Sir, who MADE them my GoveRNoks ? Who GAvE 
them this Rule and Authority over me ? Does every gay 
STRIPLING, juſt emancipated from the College, that can 
get (and there are various Ways of getting, you know 
Sir, not fit to be here mention'd)to be inducted into a good 
Living, does he, I ask, thence forward become Go- 
VERNOR of all the Souls dwelling in his Pariſh, to whom 
they owe Subjection in ſpiritual Things? What muſt all 
the learned, the wiſe, the grave and experienced Perſons 
reſiding in that Pariſh, conſider the enrobed YouTH as 
their ſpiritual RULER, veſted with AuTHokiTyY over them, 
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in Things pertaining 0 Sul to Conſcience, and to 
Eternity ! Yes, he has Aurnoktrr, you ſay, over 
me, I oweE him, ſpiritual Subjeftion. But how far, 
Sir, does the Authority of my young RuLER extend? 
Muſt I Believe whatever he tells me, becauſe He hath 
ſaid it; or, do whatever he commands me, becauſe He 
hath 1njoined it; or, follow my ſpiritual Guide wherever 
« | He ſhall lead me, without conſidering, examining, and 
judging for myſelf, whither the Courſe tends? And if 
1 happen to think he is leading me wrong, muſt I ill 
obey and ſubmit to my ghoſtly Dixxcrox, and truſt God 
with the Event? Am I to deliver myſelf up entirely, 
or only a little, , and in Part, to his ſacerdotal Au- 
thority ? and müll! ſee Things in Religion, only and al- 
ways by the Eyes of my Overſeer, or ought I not 
alſo ſometimes, at leaſt, to ſee with my own ? Will 
you pleaſe to inform me alſo, whether, as my young 
GoveRNoR undertakes to judge for me now, he will alſo 
undertake to be judged for me hereafter; and be damned 
for me too, if I happen to go aſtray, by going as he di- 
rects ? ( A certain Nobleman, not half a Century ago, 
got his Huntſman inducted into a good Living; and 
from the Care of his Hounds, advanced him to the 
Prieſthood and to the Cure of Souls. Now from the 
Time of his Inveſtiture with this new Character and 
Office, he became the Governor and Gu1De, it ſeems, 
of all the Souls in his Pariſh, and they oweD him Sub- 
jection in ſpiritual Things. If a Locke then, a Newton, or 
even his Lordſhip himſelf who gave him the Living, had 
' dwelt within its Bounds, they ought reverently to re- 
gard Him as their ſpiritual GoveRNoR and DIRECTOR ; 
and to ſubmit themſelves to him, as having the RULE over 
them, and watching for their Souls. ---- But are theſe 
Claims to be vouched, or is this Doctrine to be preached, 
in this Age of Liberty and Light? Let them for the 
Honour of Cuk1sTIanitY, be eternally ſuppreſſed. ---- I 


am forced then to return, Sir, to the Point whencs [ 
; et 


| © ..# FD | 

ſet out, and to acknowledge the Right which every 
Man has, in Things of Religion, to call no Man upon 
Earth MasTER, but to examine and judge, and chuſe 
for himſelf. 

As to the Manner in which the Choice of our Mini- 
ſters is conducted, againſt which you except, I believe 
no Elections of any Kind, are tranſacted with greater 


Fairneſs and Equity than theſe. And the Nature of the F 


Thing ſpeaks, that thus it muſt be. For ours being Aſ- 
ſemblies formed only by Conſent, and ſupported only by 
voluntary Contributions of their Members, any oppreſ- 
five or iniquitous Management would throw them pre- 


ſently into Confuſion, disband and break them up. To 


your Queſtion--- }/ho are the Electors? And to all the 
Objections you raiſe on that Head---I reply, by praying 


you to turn your Eyes, Sir, to a Britiſh Parliament, or | 


to an Engliſh Convocation, and tell me, who are the Elec- 
tors? And how is the Choice conducted? But if both the 
Parliament and Convocation, notwithſtanding the enor- 
mous Diſproportion and Inequality of the EleFors, be 
yet accounted and gloried in as the REPRESENTATIVE of 
the Nation ; and you compliment your Fellow Britons 
upon their invaluable Privilege in being ruled by Laws of 


their own making, and in paying no Taxes, but what | 


themſelves by their Repreſentatives, have conſented to 
levy. Your Exceptions to our Elections will be pre- 


ſently withdrawn, and you will ſtill give us leave to glory | 
as poſſeſſing this ancient undoubted Right of the Chri- 


ſtian Church. 
But 'tis Time, Sir, that I now releaſe your Patience 
and Attention, having ſtrained, I fear, both to their ut- 


moſt Extent. There are many other Parts of your | 
Letters as liable to remark, as thoſe I have taken Notice 
of, but I would not be tedious.· I might have expoſtu- | 
Jared with you largely on your reading, as Parts of your | 
publick Worſhip, the fabulous and groſs Legends of Bel | 
aud the Dragon, of Fudith and Suſannah; and above all, 
the 


| ſurely to the immenſe, omnipreſent JEHOVA4H ; 
' INFINITE Spirit, you know, alike preſent in all Places 
not more confined to one Qu 
than to another: To repreſent him as being ſo, is to 


| falſe and unworthy Notions of God. 
towards the EasT, is not, I think, ordered by any Canon 


me at preſent to think ir. 
paid toward the ALTAR, this ſcems to make the Matter 


more inexplicable ſtill. 


| CE 
the magical Romance of receiving a fair Virgin from the 
Inchantments of her infernal Lover, and conjuring away 
the amorous Devil Aſmodeus, by the Fumes of a Fiſh's 
Liver ---- Is it for the Honour of the Chriſtian Name, 
think you, Sir, to have ſuch ſpurious and idol Tales read 
ſolemnly in our Churches (if ſolemnly they can be read) 
and made Parts of our public Worſhip? What will an 
Unbeliever think, when preſent at ſuch Worſhip ? When 
he ſees ſuch Things not only bound up with the HoLy 
SCRIPTURES, but commanded to be read as ſuch in the 
Order of the Common Prayer! Will it not heighten 
his Contempt of the Credulity of Believers, and eſtabliſh 


bis Prejudices againſt the Hiſtory, the Miracles, and 


Doctrines of CHRIST ?---- 
[ might alſo have asked you, Sir, to what Oriental 


Derr you pay your Devoirs, when from the North, 


the South, the Mieſt, the Worſhippers in your Church 
on certain folemn Occaſions, turn reverently towards 
the EasT, and make their peculiar Honours? To won, 
Sir, Ibeſeech you, are theſe peculiar Honours paid? Not 
he is an 


uarter of the Heavens, 


diſhonour and offend him, to detract from the Glory 


of his Immenſity or Omnipreſence, and to give Men very 
This worſhiping 


of your Church, which is now generally received ; but 
'tis (if I miſtake not) its common and prevailing Prac- 
tice. I ſhould be glad to be informed, for I aſſure you, 


Sir, I am quite ignorant, what Shadow of Ground, either 
from Reaſon or Scripture, you can poſlibly pretend, for 


this unaccountable Superſtition, for fuch you muſt allow 
If you fay, The Worſhip is 


For what is there in the ALTAR, 
to 
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to make it a proper Object of religious Veneration ? 
Indeed, whilſt the Breaden GoD was upon it, the People 
who believed it to be the very Body of CHRIST, did well 
to pay their Homage to it: But now that Ipor is taken 
thence, I cannot for my Life perceive, what Shadow 
of Divinity Proteſtants ſee in the ALTAR, that they ſhould 
give it religious Honours. 

As much, Sir, am I at a Loſs, when endeavouring to 
reconcile to Reaſon and good Senſe, another of your 
additional Beauties and Splendors of public Worſhip, viz. 
Bowing at the Name of IEsus. As for that Paſſage of the 
Apoſtle, Philip. ii. 10. That at the Name of JESUS every 
Knee ſhall bow ---- the learned Men of your Church, I 
preſume, univerſally diſclaim it, as in the leaſt authorizing 
or injoining this Practice. Your great Dr. Nichols“ vin- 
dicates your Church from ſuch an uncouth and ridiculous 
Abuſe of this Text, and affirms, that it is not once menti- 
oned in any of your eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, as to this Mat- 
ter, and adds, that you are not so DULL as to think, that 
thoſe Words can be rigorouſly applied to this Purpoſe. But 
if this Text be acknowledged not in the leaſt to autho- 
rize or require this A# of Worſhip, what Shadow of Ar- 
gument, Sir, can you poſlibly bring, either from Reaſon 
or Scripture, which ſhall ſo much as ſeem to ſupport 
it? Why then does your Church command ( Canon 
XVIII.) that when in Time of divine Service the LORD 
JESUS /hall be mentioned, duly and lowly Reverence ſhall 
be done by all Perſons preſent? Is not this, Sir, by your 
own Confeſſion, an Act of Hill Worſhip, a Command- 
ment, an Invention of Men, not in the leaſt founded upon 
the Authority and Will of God! 

But why, Sir, muſt this lowly Reverence be made at 
the Name of TESUS, and not at the Name of CHRIST, 
at the Name IMMANUEL, JEHOVAH, or GOD ? 
Is there not in all theſe, ſomething at leaſt as venerable 

Defence, &c. Part II. p. 319. 

| and 


and worthy of peculiar Honours ; 


we have TRUTH on ours. T1 


L 95 ] ; 
indeed ſomething 


much more ſo, than there is in the Name of JESUS; a 
Name not at all peculiar to our bleſſed Saviour, but which 


was common to him with a great many other Men ? ---- 


But if this peculiar Reverence muſt be made at the Name 
of JESUS, why not at all Times whenever 'tis men- 
tioned, at leaſt in public Worſhip? Why in the Creed 
only, which is but a human Compoſition, and not every 
Time 'tis read from the Goſpels and Epiſtles, which 


were indited by the HoLy-GnosT ? But I preſs no fur- 


ther a Point, which I believe few of your own Church 


think capable of a rational and ſolid Defence. 


I have now finiſhed my Reply, Sir, to the Letters 
with which you have publickly honoured me, and have 
with Freedom ſet before you, the chief Difficulties and 
Objections which keep me in a State of Separation from 
your Church. If by calm and fair Argument, you can 
ſhew my Objections to be futilous and weak, I ſhall 


with Pleaſure become your Convert, and readily obey 


the Calls of worldly Intereſt and Honour. 

But as you, Sir, have the Dignities, Emoluments, and 
Powers of this World on your Side, you muſt give us 
Leave to think, at leaſt till we are better taught, that 
TH, which is GREAT, 
and will finally prevail. Nor am I, Sir, without Hope, 
that, upon an impartial Review of the Merits of the 


Cauſe betwixt us, omnipotent TRUTH may even bend 


your Mind towards us, and diſpoſe you, like one who has 


ſince had the Honour of being called the great Apoſtle, to 
join yourſelf to thoſe you once cenſured and deſpiſed: 


What though you have not the Honours and Profits 
of this World to draw you to our Communion, are we 


ever the leſs like to be the genuine Apoſtolick Church 
of a crucified, deſpiſed, inſulted JESUS for this? Hath 
he not expreſly told us, that His Kingdom is not of this 


World * - -- That whoever will come after him, muſt deny 


Job. xviii. 36. 
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Bimſelf, and take up his Gol f 1.— That not many mighty 
and noble are called 1 Are not the Viinelſes to 
TRUTH, to prophecy, cloathed in Sackcloath F, till the 

romiſed Times of refreſhing come from the Appear- 
ance of CnrisT ? Is not the ruxk Apoſtolic Church, 
the true Spouſe of Cnr1sT, repreſented in the Revela- 
tion as a Woman driven into the Wilderneſs J, i. e. in an 
afflicted and forſaken State; whilſt the corrupt and 
antichriſtian Church ( the apoſtate Church of Rome) is 
careſſed and enriched by the Kings of the Earth **, 
ghttering in all the Pomp and Splendor of this World, 
wantoning in Luxury, Power, and Wealth ? Does 
TRUTH need the Charms of earthly Grandeur to re- 
commend it, or the Force of civil Power to ſpread or 
to eſtabliſh it ? Was it thus the bleſſed GOSPEL was 
at firſt propagated, made its Way, and prevailed over 
all the Earth ? No, worldly Grandeur and Power have 
generally, you well know, Sir, if not evermore, been ex- 
tremely injurious to it; have enervated, obſtructed, 
under Pretence of improving, have greatly corrupted 
and depraved it, and have robbed it of its native Beau- 
ty, and Glory, and Strength. 

High Dignities and Preferments, Mitres and Thrones, 
Lordſhips and large Revennes, have a mighty Force, 
you will own, Sir, to biaſs and pervert the Mind, in its 
Searches after TRUTH. Theſe are not the Means 
which. the Gop of TRUTH uſes, to draw the Mind 
to it; but you know they are the Means, which the 
great ENEMY is wont to uſe, to ſeduce the Mind from it. 
Tis therefore, I apprehend, Sir, no Preſumption at all 
in Favour of any Church, that it ſhines with all the Glory 
of worldly Honours and Wealth. This the prophetic 
Scriptures very clearly deſcribe, as the State of the falſe 
Church, whilſt the true Church of JESUS CHRIST, his 

i. 24. #1 Cor. i. 26. FRev. xi. 3. | Ib. 
** Ibid. xvii. 4, 5---13---17. 


genuine 


inbe 
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genuine and faithfal Followers, are to be a little, def 
iſed Flock : A Sect every where ſpoken againſt : In the 
World it is to have Tribulation, till the expected happy 
Period, when it ſhall be the FarHER'S good Pleaſure ta 
give them THE KINGDOM. 7 

Let not then the low Eſtate of our Intereſt, as to 
the preſent World, at all frighten or diſcourage you, 
Sir, from caſting in your Lot amongſt us. The World 


| paſſech away, and all its. Glories and Pomp will ſoon 


vaniſh like a Dream before the deſcending Son of God, 
whom we ſtedfaſtly expect ---- And then to be found 
faithful; and to have ſtuck with unſbaken Lotarty to 
the oNLY Lawgiver, Lord, and King of his Church. 
To have denied ourſelves and worldly Honours, Prefer- 
ments or Profits out of Conſcience towards Him. 
To have been ſeparated from Men's Company, caſt out and 
reproach'd, becauſe we would not make a Sacrifice of 
our Virtue and Integrity to the Applauſe of the Many, 
or the Favour of the Great. Will yield divine Com- 


fort, and procure immortal Honours in the everlaſting 
Lingdom of Gor. Pardon me, Sir, if I am here actin 


a little out of Character, and ſeem to invade your Of- 
fice: For I am extremely ambitious of engaging ſa 
2 ns a Gentleman amongſt us. E 
Theſe, Sir, are the Proſpects with which Diſſenters 
ſupport themſelves under all their Diſadvantages with; 
regard to the preſent World. They remember wHoss 
Diſciples and Followers they are--- wo it is that hath 
ſaid, IN vaiNn' do they worſhip me, teaching for Doctrine the 
CommanDMENTS of MEN. ---- Wio hath ſtrictly 15708 
them to call o MAN upon Earth Mas TER, becauſe O E 
any is their MASTER, even Cunlsr. - And, finally, wuo 
its that hath promiſed, that if any Man ſball forſake 
Hoaſe, or Brethren, or Siſters, or Children, or Lands, for, 
bls Name' Sake ; be ſhall receive an bundred fold; and ſhall. 
inherit. EVERLASTING Live. 370 
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I now conclude, Sir, by beſeeching you very carefully 
to remember, that the Controverſy betwixt us depends 
abſolutely and entirely upon the Deciſion of this ſingle 
Point.----Is there any OTHER Lawgiver or King in the 
Church of Gop, to whoſe Authority and Command, as 
to Things of Religion, CHRTSTIANs are bound to ſub- 
mit, BESIDES Jxsus Cnarsr ? Or is there not ? If 
there be no other Lawgiver, beſides JESUS CHRIST, no 
other King, no other Authority to whoſe Decrees in Poinc 
of Doctrine, and to whoſe Injunctions in Point of Wor- 
ſhip, CarIsTians are obliged, and ought to ſubmit : 
Then the DiſJenters, in every impartial Judgment, will 
be, muſt be, juſtified : Then they act right ; then they 
ought to be commended, and will ſurely be rewarded for 
adhering loyally and firmly to the ONE only KING and 
LokD of the Church: And for faithfully Oppoſing the 
Claims of any other Power ; and for Refuſing Obedience 
to the Injunctions of any other Lawgiver ; and the De- 
eiſions of any other Judge; who hath made other Articles 
of Faith, other Terms of Communion, other Rites of 
Worſhip, beſides and above thoſe which CHRIST him- 
ſelf has made. 
For to illuſtrate the Caſe. If any foreign Prince ſhall 
pretend to make Laws, and preſeribe Rules of Action 
to the People of theſe Realms, and ſhall exact Obedi- 
ence to his Injunctions from the Subjects of King 
George ; I ask, does not your Allegiance to Him, your 
ONLY es. require and oblige you to make your 
Proteſt againſt any ſuch Laws, and to refuſt your Obe- 
dience to them? But is not the Church a Province in 
which CHRIST alone is King, as much as theſe Realms 
| are the Dominions only of King George? If any human 
Potentate then ſhall riſe up in the Church, and ſhall claim 
Authority and Dominion over the Conſciences of CurtsT's 
Subjects ; Authority as to Things of Faith, to decree 


What Hz hath not decreed; and Dominion as to Things. 


F Worſhip, to appcint Rites and Igſticutions view Be 
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hath not appointed; I ask you, Sir, does not your 4. 


legiance to CHRIST, your only Sovereign, require and 


eblige you to enter your Proteſt againſt ſuch uſurp'd Au- 


thority, and to refuſe your Obedience to it ? 

This, Sir, I repeat it, becauſe I earneſtly intreat 
your peculiar Attention to it, is the eſſential and im- 
portant Point upon which the Controverſy betwixt us 


entirely turns. If you can prove, that there is another 


Lawgiver, another Judge, another King in the Church, 
beſides Jesus Cnxisr, to whoſe Authority we are to ſub- 


mit in Ihings of Religion; and that the King and Par- 
liament of theſe Realms are this Lawgiver, and this 


Fudge ; you will then at once gain your Point ; and 
by that ſingle Blow you will entirely overthrow the 
diſſenting Intereſt and Churches. We will immediately 


| become your Converts ; and flock into the Eſtabliſh'd 


Church. 
But if you cannot prove this Point; you then yield 
the Cauſe to us; you then, in effect, own us juſtified 


before the World; and you leave us to indulge the 


rational and reviving Hope of being acknowledg'd by 
our great Lawgiver, at his Return into the World, as 


his loyal and obedient Subjects; of being advanced to 
| peculiar Honours and Dignities in his Kingdom, as we 
have here ſuffer'd on Account of our Duty and Alle- 
jance to him; and of receiving from our Jupox, before 
Angels and Men, that Sentence of Applauſe - Well 
done, GOOD and FAITHFUL Servants, enter ye into the Foy - 


of your LoRD. 

I have only to add, Sir, that this Principle .- That 
Cuklsr is the only Lawgiver and King in his Church; 
and that no Man, no Body of- Men upon Earth, have 
any Authority to make Laws, or to preſcribe Things 
in Religion, which ſhall oblige the Conſciences of his 
Subjects; is the grand, the only Principle, upon which 


the - Unity, the Purity, and the Peace of the Chriſtian 


Church can poſſibly ſubſiſt. Take away 15s, and * 
| et 
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let in endleſs Diſcords and Corruptions into it; You 
ſplit it into Parties: Lou make CHRISTIANITY one 

*hing, in one Country ; a quite different, in another, 
In England you make it wear an Epiſcopal Form : In 
Scotland, a Presbyterian : In France, a Popiſh : In Den- 
mark, a Lutheran: In Pruſſia, a Calviniſt : In Ruſſia, a 
Grecian, &c.----But ought theſe Things to be ſo ? Is 
Cnk1sT divided? Is this the Unity of his one beautiful, 
well-compatted Body? Can theſe be all genuine apoſto- 
lic Chriſtianity ?----Rather, are either of them ſo ?---- 
When the Powers of this World take upon them authori- 
tatively to interpret and preſcribe in Things of Religion, 
which are Cunrsr's Kingdom and Province, they act 
beyond their Sphere : They invade the Throne of 
another Prince: The certain Conſequence of which is 
Confuſions, Separations ; the Unity of the Church is 
broken, the Rights of Chriſtians violated, a Gate open'd 
for innumerable Superſtitions and Inventions to enter, 
and mingle with the pure Doctrines of CHRIST ; and 
hence neceſſarily low Schiſms, Emulations, Contenti- 
ons, and every evil Work,---- 

I beſeech you, Sir, by the Mercies of Gop ; and for 
the Honour of Chriſtianity ; and by the Allegiance you 


owe your only Lawgiver Jzsus CRTSsT, to weigh theſe 


Things in an impartial and unbiaſs'd Mind. May his 
Spirit of Truth judge betwixt us upon the Point, and 
teach his Will! To his Influence I commend you, 


Sir, and am, 
With great Sincerity, 


Your very Humble Servant, 
A DISSENTER, 


21 
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Containing Remarks on the DRPENCE of 


your Three LETTERS. 


HE above Letter being ſent to the Prefs before your 
Defence, &c. was advertiſed ; its Publication was, 
ſtaid, till I had ſeen what Occaſion it might give, 

either to retract or ſupport what was offer'd in my firſt 
Letter. You ſeem moved at its pretending to be an Anſ- 


wer to your bree Letters, when ſo ſmall a Part of them, 


is conſider'd therein: And with Airs quite ſutable to the- 
Cauſe you are pleading, ecclefafical Authority, give me 


to underſtand, that your taking any Notice of this Perfor- 


mance is to be confider'd as a Condeſcenſion to which 
you were not obliged, and which I had no Right to ex- 
pect from you. But, pray recollect: What was the a- 
vow'd Deſign and Purport of your Letters? Was it not 
to refute the great and popular Oljections of the Diſſenters,* 
and to bring me over io your Church? But upon reading. 
our Letters, I found you had ſcarce touch'd upon the 
rincipal Oljection which kept me from your Church. 
Was it not then my Part to ſtate the Objection to you, 
and ſet it in its full Light? As unaſt d, you had taken on 
you to be my Inſtructor in this Affair; had I not a Right 
to lay my Difficulty before you, and to demand your So- 


Pution of it? What, muſt I confine myſelf to the Pleas 
N. 


_ =, Pd if I preſume to offer others, you will magiſteri 


which you had ſeen fit to cook up for the Diſſenters; 
ally 
call 
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- eall them Ramblings, 15 Walch you are not obliged to 
follow ? Very pleaſant indeed! | 

Here therefore I now-put in my Claim, Sir, and give 
you to underſtand, that I expect your plain and full Anſ- 
wer to the ſeveral Objections againſt your eſtabliſh'd 
Forms preſented in the above Letter: Some of which, 
though you knew them to be of great Weight with Diſ- 
ſenters, you dextrouſly avoided bringing into the De- 
bate. To this you are moſt clearly and indiſpenſibly 
obliged by the Province you have taken on you. If 
there be any Parts of the Liturgy indefenſible and ab- 
ard, this (1.) Condemns your own ConFormiTY, who 
not only declare, but ſolemnly ſubſcribe your unfeigned 
Aſſent and Conſent to ALL and Every THixG contained in 
and preſcribed by the Book of Common Prayer, &c. And, 
2.) it juſtifies the Separation, by proving it a ſevere 
and crue] Thing to caſt out above 2000 of our Miniſ- 
ters from the Church for not declaring and ſubſcribing 


this unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent, &c. which began the 


Separation. 

This being premiſed, we come to the Point of Church 
Authority, upon which the Controverſy turns. Here 
J obſerve, with pleaſure, that you are for mutilating 
your XXth Article, ridding your Hands of one Part, 
and holding only to the other. © The Church's Aut bo- 
4 rity in Matters of Faith you have nothing, you ſay, 10 
& do with. But this, you know, your Church claims 
as much as a Power to make Ceremonies ; and againſt this 
Part of its Claim I as much excepted as againſt the o- 
ther. When you declare therefore you have nothing to 


pretend to undertake its Defence. This to be ſure is 
wiſe : No Man upon Earth being able to defend it. 
But then, is it not extremely hard that your Church 
ſhould ſtil] inflexibly maintain its Claim to this Authority : 


Should force its Clergy to ſubſcribe and acknowledge 
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Defence, p. 18. 


do with it, you mean, if I take you right, you will not | C 
Crees 7 
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claim 


commo! 


this 


ſtors and Governors ; but from other Paſſages 
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this Claim; and keep Dienen from a Share in thoſe 
Emoluments, * after which, you ſay, they languiſh,” 
partly for refuſing their ſolemn Subſcription to ſo un- 
reaſonable a Claim ? ; 

„ By the Church's Power to decree Rites and Cere- 
& monies, is meant, a Right in the Paſtors and Gover- 
cc nors thereof, to ordain and appoint ſuch Things, 
« ſo as to make it, ordinarily, the Duty of the People 
© to conform themſelves to them f.“ You have art- 
fully declined to ſay, whom you underſtand by its Pa- 
it is e- 
vident you mean the Biſbops and Clergy; for * Civil 
Magiſtrate, you declare, has no ſuch Power at allt. Now, 
1. That the Clergy have no Power nor Authority at 
all of this kind over the Laity, I proved beyond all 
doubt from the expreſs Command of our great Law- 
giver. --- Call no Man upon Earth MasTER ; ONE is 


ron MasTER, even CHRIST, and all ye are Brethren “. 
The Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion and Authorit 


over them, but it ſhall not be fo amomg/t you l. What 
bave JoRgud in Anſwer to theſe Texts ? Not a ſingle 
Word. Vou leave them to ſtand in full Force againſt 


you : And without one Text of Scripture to ſupport 
this Authority of the Clergy over the Laity, you go on 


to treat it as a Thing indiſputable and allow'd : And 
labour hard in raiſing a pompous Structure upon the 
Sand. What you ſay as to the Kiſs of Charity, has 
been ed above, p. 62. Should even this be al- 
low'd to be a merely eccleſiaſtical and prudential Inſtitu- 
tion, it will by no Means eſtabliſh the Authority you 


claim for your Paſtors and Governors; the Orders, De- 


crees and Appointments of thoſe Times being by the 
common Conſent and Suffrage of the whole Church ; in 
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Fhich the Laity Had an equal, if not a far greater, Share 
of Authority than the Clergy tt. But, 


2. Your lodging this Power in the Paſtors and G0. 


vernors abſolutely contradicts the Articles themſelves, 
For as the XXch Art. claims it for the Church : So the 
immediately preceeding Art. (XIX) expreſly defines 
what it means by THE Chugen, vis. 4 Congregation of 
God ty preach'd.' ---- 
*Tis to the whote Body of the Faithful then that this 
Power of decreeing Ceteindnics, if any ſuch there be, 
belongs: How then do you. ory; Sir, to wreſt it 
from them, and to veſt it folely in the Clergy ? And, 
J. When: you add, that to this Right of the Paſtors to 
decree Cerentonies, it is the People's Duty, onDINARILY, to 
Con form themſelves : The Word, ordinarily, feems thrown 
in as a Miſt to darken the Point : a ſeaſonable Salvo 
to which to retreat when you feel yourſelf paſn'd. 
What mean you, Sir, by ordinarily ? How ſhall rhe 
Revple know when it is, and when it is not, their Duty 
rs ſubmit to theſe” Injunctions of their ſpiritual Gover- 
nors-?. Are the People themſelves to judge, always to 
judge, of the Fitneſs and Expedience of the injoin'd Ce- 
remonies; or are they not? If they are not, then they are 
abſolutely to reſign themſelves to the Direction of their: 
Governors |; which is palpable and groſs Popery, and 
ads directly to Rome. But if they are, then the Ba- 
del f Church Authority is at once overthrown: For 
then the Authority reſides no longer in the Decrłes of 
the GGvernors, but in the Judgment of the People. Tis 
the Judgment they form of them, which alone makes 
them binding upon them or not. Of their Number, 


whether they are too many; and of their Nature, whe- 
ther they are ſuperſtitious, foppiſh,' and vain, you ſeem 
ſometimes to allow, the People are to Judge : But if they 


ne a Right to judge, they have e alſo to aft in 


„ „ „„ I 4 „„ 4 „„ „„ „% „ „ „„ % „„  _ TL "RT" EE" .ind. ow uw 


A Hd. Exam. of the Codex, oo: 120. 
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Conſequence. of that WY 3H ; and to withdraw from 
thoſe Churches where ſuch Ceremonies are injoin'd, as 
they think foppiſh and vain ; and to join themſelves to 
others, where they think the Worſhip of God pefform'd 
in a more ſcriptural and proper Manner. So then, the 
ſolemn Parade of Church Authority turns out a meer Sha- 
dow. Tis an Authority to command, which no one 
js under Obligation to obey. This Power of making 


| Ceremonies muſt be either limited or unlimited: If it be 


not limitted (which you ſeem to diſavow) Pray! what 


is it limits? What preſcribes its Bounds beyond which it 


ſhall not paſs ? If the Church has Power to ordain five 
Ceremonies, why not ten? And if ten, why not more? 


Who ſhall pretend to ſay how far it may go? 


Your Illuſtration © as to the King's Injun8ims,” G&c.* 
will not reach the Caſe ; becauſe the Conſtitution and 
Laws of England empowers the King to make ſuch In- 


junctions: But you have not yet proved, and I preſume 
never will prove, that the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian 


Church empowers its Paſtors to decree Ceremonies and 


Rites. 
\ You ask f Where does the Church pretend to 


he alone the proper Fudge, or where diſallow private 
 & Chriſtians to judge for themſelves in theſe Matters?“ 


I will cell you, Sir, in its XXXIVth Article, which de- 
crees, that whoſoever thro' his PRIVATE JUDGMENT, will- 
ingly and purpoſely doth openly break the Traditions and Ce- 


' remonies of the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word 


of Gop, and be ordain'd by common Authority, ought to be 


' rebuked openly (that others may fear to do the lite) as he 
that offendeth againſt the common Order of the Church, and 
" | hurteth the AUTHORITY of the MAGISTRATE. Private Fudg- 
ment, you ſee, is here forbid to oppoſe the common Order 
of the Church, and the Authority of the Magiſtrate ; 
and when it preſumes ſo to do, is to be cenſured and 


' puniſhed for it. 


106 | 
% The Church of Age and the Church of Rome, 
« you acknowledge, to be as much poſſeſſed of this 
„% Power as the Church of England: But it does not 
& follow that becauſe they have a Power to decree 
“ Rites, that they may therefore decree Fopperies and 
c“ Superſtitions 4.” - But by what Mark, I pray, do 
you diſtinguiſh betwixt Rites and Fopperies ; betwixt 
Ceremonies and Superſtitions ? The Conſecrating of 
Ground in the Church of England is a Rite, but the Con- 
ſecrating of Water in the Church of France is a Foppery --- 
The Prieſt's ſigning the baptiſed Infant with the Sign 
of the Croſs, in Token that it ſhall confeſs a crucified 
Chriſt, is a ſignificant Rite : Bur his putting his Finger 
into his Ear, in Token that it ſhall hear the Word of 
God; or Salt upon its Tongue, in Token that its Speech 


ſhall be ſeaſon'd with Salt, are intollerable Fopperies.--- 


The Bowings to the Altar, bowing at the Name of Feſus, 
Kneeling at the Communion, Sponſors, Surplice, Hoods, 
Lawn Sleeves, and every thing of this kind uſed in the 
Church of England, are edifying and decent Ceremonies, 
&* of clear Signification and indiſputable Uſe 9“ But the 
Slippers and Staff, Knocking on the Breaſt, Elevations, 
Croſſings, Geſticulations, Sprinklings with holy Water, 
Sc. practiſed in the Church of Rome, are ridiculous 
Superſtitions. ---- How happy to have Governors thus 
ſpiritually gifted ; able to diſtinguiſh betwixt Things 
that differ ! 

My Suggeſtion, that by the meer Conceſſions of 
« your XXth Article Thouſands of Proſelytes have 
« been gain'd from you to the Church of Rome, is raſh, 
& you ſay, and groundleſs : Nor do you believel can 
© name one who was ever gain'd by it.“ “ . I will 
give you two Inſtances almoſt equal to a thouſand. 
The firſt ſhall be the renowned Chillingworth, who was 
gain'd to the Church of Rome, chiefly by this Argu- 
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ment, viz. The Nel! of an infallible living Judge of 
Controverſies f: Which is but a different Expreſſion 
for the Authority of the Church in Matters of Faith. Now 
it this Argument was ſo plauſible as to vanquith, and 
lead captive fo great a Maſter of Reaſon, Multitudes 
of weaker Minds have, no doubt, fallen by its Force. 
The other ſhall be King James Il, of whom Biſhop 
Burnet ſays, he gave me this Account of the Change of 


bis Religion. All due Care was taken to form him 


6 to a ſtrict Adherence to the Church: Amongſt otker 
« Things much was ſaid of the AutTnoutry of the Church, 
« and of the Tradition from the Apoſtles in ſupport of 
& Epiſcopacy. So when he came to obſerve that 
«© there was more Reaſon to ſubmit to the Catholic 
& Church, than toone particular Church ; and that other 
& Traditions might be taken on her Word, as well as 
« Epiſcopacy was received among us, he tho't the Step 
« was not great, but that it was very reaſonable to go 
« over to the Church of Rome g.“ Sce how danger- 
ous a Weapon 1s this ſame Church Authority : And how 
capable of being uſed to the infinite Prejudice of the 


La 


Proteſtant Cauſe 


“ But granting this Authority of the Church, (i. e. 


cc of its Paſtors and Governors, its Biſhops and Clergy) 


« How, you ask, would our Reformation be overthrown 
cc by it; which was not carried on in Oppoſition to 
c Authority, but wich the Concurrence of ali the Au- 
ic thority in the Nation “?“ Strange, Sir, you ſhunld 
ſo ſoon forget! Did not I remember you that the Ae- 


formation under Queen Elizabeth, and the preſent Forms 


+ Vid. Life of Chillingworth, p. 7. + Burnet's Hiſtory 


of his own Times, Octav. Edit. Vol. I. p. 194. * Det. 
p. 13. 
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any hand in it, that c preſented to the Parliament 
ſeveral Propoſitions in favour of Popery, directly con- 
trary to the Proceedings of the Parliament? The Ci. 
vil Magiſtrate, you affirm, has no Power at all, nor Au- 
thority in theſe Matters.“ They are the Paſtors and Go- 
vernors of the Church, in whom alone it is lodged. Bur 
behold, theſe Paſtors and Governors were zealous for 
the old Religion! They argued, voted, petitioned ſtre- 
nuouſly for it, and againſt the Reformation. The Re- 
formation then, upon your Principles, is built upon a 
wrong Bottom: Was carried on, not in Concurrence 
with, but in avow'd Oppoſition to, all the Authority of 
the Nation. How juſtly might I here return your own 
ungenerous Compliment, It was great Raſhneſs (too great 
in Conſcience) if indeed it was not "TREACHERY and PLAY- 
ING Booty, to ſet the Proteſtant Cauſe upon ſo ſandy a 
Foundation. ** Your Principles, if digeſted into proper 
Form, will ſtand thus.“ The Church hath Power 
«« and Authority to decree Ceremonies and Rites : But 
t by the Church, obſerve, J underſtand, not the King 
% and Parliament, not the Civil Magiſtrate, who have 
© no Power at all relating to theſe Matters; but the 
«© Biſhops only and Clergy, who are appointed and called 
«© of GoDtobe its Paſtors and Governors: But remem- 
*© ber, my Countrymen, the Common-Prayer, and 
Forms of Worſhip now eſtabliſhed and uſed amongſt 
you, were introduced into this Church, not by the 
i Authority, no, nor yet by the Conſent of the Paſtors 
and Governors whom Gop had ſet over it, but in 
direct Oppoſitien to them. It was a Change brought 
«© about entirely by the Civil Magiſtrate, who had no 
«© Authority to effect it. It was therefore really no 
other than an eccleſiaſtical Rebellion, an unjuſtifiable 
Revolt from the only rightful Rulers and Governors 
& cf the Church in its ſpiritual Concerns.“ 

This, Sir, I apprehend, is the plain Tendency of 
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your Principles ; though I know you have been fo 
wiſe as to contradict them again, by allowing,“ that 
&« if Church Governors will not come into ſuch Reformation, 
ce as is according to God's Word, but obſtinately perſevere 
ce in maintaining their ſinful Errors and Corruptions, the 
& People may reform themſelves.” *----But this Conceſſion 
overthrows your whole Scheme of Church Authority, 
makes the People the ſupreme and ultimate Judges, as to 
Points of Faith, and Rites of Worſhip ; brings down 
the Decrees of the moſt numerous and moſt holy Coun- 
cils, Convocations, and Synods, to ſtand at the Bar of 
very Man's private Judgment; and veſts him with Au- 
thority to receive or reject them, as to himſe!f ſhall 
ſeem fit. So powerful ſis Truth, which will prevail! 

But your Poſitions as to the Civil Magiſtrate, deſerve 
a more diſtinct and accurate Conſideration. + He has 
& no Power at all to decree Rites in divine Worſhip f 
„ This Power is not in the King and Parliament, for 
„ in this very Article (XX.) which, together with the 
« reſt, is confirmed by Act of Parliament (13 Eliz. c. 
& 12.) and thereby made a Part of our eccleſiaſtical 
“ Conſtitution, they have plainly owned it to be in the 
& Church; and no body imagines, that by the Church 
& they meant themſelves. The King and Parliament 
« then have plainly diſowned any ſuch Power in them- 
c ſelves, and have recognized it to be in the Church. &. 
This, Sir, is a Doctrine, which may be of dangerous 
and important Conſequence, and I believe not founded 
in Truth. For, — 

1. As 'twas the Queen and Parliament alone, with- 
out, yea in Oppoſition to, the Biſhops and Convocation, 
which decreed the preſent Form and Worthip of your 
Church, and to their Authority alone it owes its very 
Being, Birth, and Support ; by affirming that they 
had no Power nor Authority of this Nature, you knock 

Def. p. 13. f Ibid. p. 18. + Ibid.:p. 17. 
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down and demoliſh; the Church of England at once, 
and Jay it proſtrate in the Duſt. And, | 
2. That the King and Parliament by acknowledging 
this Power to bein the Church, have not diſclaimed it, 
nor put it out of their own Hands, is inconteſtible 
hence, that they have at the ſame Time expreſly told 
you, what they mean by the Church ; not the Biſhops 
and Clergy, but the Congregation of the Faithful ; of 
which Congregation themſelves are not only a Part, but 
the principal and ruling Part : And accordingly, our Laws 
and Conſtitution have veſted the ſupreme Power of pre- 
ſcribing Ceremonies and Rites only in them. I ask 
8 what Authority do the Rubricks of the Com- 

on Prayer, bind the Clergy to Obedience; or whence 
is it, they are obliged to obſerve the Rites and Forms 
preſcribed in that Book ?----Is it not entirely by the Au- 
thority and Act of Parliament? As for the Paſtors and 
Governors to whom you appropriate this Authority, the 
Biſhops and Clergy, they have no Power by our Con- 
ſtitution to make one ſingle Law, to decree one Rite, 
nor to prſeribe one Ceremony: When aſſembled in Con- 
vocation, they are abſolutely under the Controul and 
Direction of the Civil Power. Even the very Sub- 
« jets of their Enquiry and Debate, as well as the Ex- 
tent of their Ordinances in Point of Obligation, are 
* preſcribed by Statute Law, that they cannot ſo much 


«© as attempt any Canons or Conſtitutions, without a 


* Royal Licence; and that none of their Ordinances 
6e are binding, even againſt the private Cuſtoms of a 
sf ſingle Pariſh. ** How is it then you affirm, the King 
and Parliament to have diſowned any ſuch Power in them- 
elves, and to have recognized it tobe in the Church ? But, 


23. The Point is if poſſible, ſtill rendered more clear 


from the XXXIVch Article above cited; which ſays, 
Tf any Man through his private Judgment, openly breaks tbe 

Examinat. of the Codex, p. 114. | 
1.1. Ceremoniss 
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Ceremonies of the Church, ordained by common Aurhoxrry, 


be ſhall be openly rebuked, as one who offendeth againſt the 
common Order of the Church, and burteth the AutnortTyY 
oF THE MAGISTRATE. ---- The Authority of the Magiſtrate 
then, is indiſputably concerned in ordaining theſe Cere- 
monies: And your Church, Sir, however loath you are 
to hear it, is undoubtedly a Parliamentary and Civil Con- 


ſtiturion; made, formed, ſupported entirely by the 


Civil Magiſtrate, and by him alone it is capable of being 
thrown into a new Form. | 

But you ask, * Are not the Diſſenting Churches in 
« the ſame Senſe Parliamentary? Do they not depend 
c entirely upon an Act of Parliament, the Act of To- 
c leration.f” No; the Diſſenting Churches were for- 


med, ſubſiſted, and grew without and before, any Parlia- 


mentary Authority. We are thankful to the excellent 


and good Government under which we live, for the Act 


of Toleration, But would humbly beg Leave to ſay, 
we derive not our Power to aſſemble for divine Wor- 
ſhip, nor our Miniſters cheirs to officiate in ſuch Aſſem- 
blies, from any human Law, but from our natural Right 
as Men, and from the Authority of CHRIST. The Act 
of Toleration only protects us in the Enjoyment of this 
Right. 5 

% But above all Things you marvel, that whilſt I 


c was making this Puſh at the Church of England, I 


cc did not reflect how much I laid my ſelf open: For if 
« there was ever upon Earth a Church, which could pro- 
c perly be called Parliamentary, it was the Presbyterian 
« in the Time of the grand Rebellion. 9: What you 


call the grand Rebellion, Sir, a Britiſh Hovsk or Commons, 


ſince the Reſtoration, call a Findication of their jusr LI. 


BERTIES ; and brought one of therr Members, Lenthal, 


upon his Knees at the Bar, and there ſharply repri- 
manded him, for preſuming to reflect upon it in the 


+ Def. p. 21. F Ibid. p. 10. 
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Manner you have done. * Beſides, if it was a grand 


Rebellion, the Shame and Reproach of it falls chiefly 


upon the Church of England ; the Parliament who be- 
gan it, conſiſting almoſt entirely of Members of that 
Communion, as Lord Clarendon ' himſelf owns. Bur, 
what if the Presbyterial Church eſtabliſhed afterward by 
them was truly Parliamentary, how have I laid my ſelf 
open! Had I ſaid or ſuggeſted any Thing at all relating 
to that Church, or the Proceedings of thoſe Times? Not 
a ſingle Word; but for ought I bad ſaid, it appears not 
but 1 as much condemn that Fflabliſbhment as your ſelf. 
How then have J laid myſelf open! Are you, Sir, the 
Gentleman that reproves me for Ramblings ? 

- You put the Caſe F, “ that any of our Diſſenting 
«© Churches, or the Church of Scotland, ſhould by an 
Act of the general Aſſembly ordain, that a decent: 
© Bafon, with clean Water ſhould be provided, and 
placed near the Pulpit, that ſo the Miniſter taking the 
& Child in his Arms, may conveniently pour or ſprin— 
cc kle Water upon its Face, in the Name of the Fa- 
„ ther, Sc. Here are ſeveral Rites ordained, which 
“ Chriſt in his Wiſdom did not think proper to ordain, 
« and one of them at leaſt as exceptionable as any 
© excepted againſt in our Church, Sprinzling---- What 
« will this Gentleman ſay to ſuch an Appointment ?” 
I will ſay, Sir, that if Compliance with this Injunction 
be made a neceſſary Term of receiving Baptiſm in thac 
Church (as the Croſs and Sponſors are made neceſſary in 
yours) ſo as that no Child ſhall be baptized that is not 
ſprinkled from ſuch Baſon; and the Parent that deſires 
to have his Child dipt (believing that to be the only 
Way in which Chriftian Baptiſm ought to be admini— 
ſtred) ſhall not have it done; in that Caſe, Sir, I will 
fay the Church acts a tyrannical, unjuſt, ſchiſmarical 
Part; and if I could have my Child baptiſed in any 


* 


* Journal of the 12th of May 1660. Def. p. 23, 24. 
other 
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other Church, e 24 a more Catholic and 
Scriptural Plan, I ſhould think it my Duty to apply to 
it on that Occaſion. The Spirit of Ceremony-making 
and Church Tyranny, is of a reſtleſs and incroaching 
Nature, and ought timely to be cruſhed. "Twas from 
ſuch little Beginnings, the Maſs of Romiſh Fopperies grew 

up to its preſent Heighth. 

« The natural Rights you repreſent ſome of our Fel- 
© Jow-ſubjetts as ſubmitting to be deprived of by diſ- 
e qualifying Laws, without going about to turn the World 
«© upſide down for their Repeal, ” are vaſtly too tris 
vial, to be compared with thoſe of which Diſſenters are 
deprived ; nor are they diſqualified as to theſe, upon 
the Account of Conſcience and Religion (the hard Caſe 
of Diſſenters) for acting as we think the Authority and 
Laws of Gob indiſpenſibly oblige us: Nor finally, can 
the Perſon you mention, perhaps be properly ſaid to have 
a natural Right, to ſuſtain at the ſame Time two different 
Characters, and to execute two Offices which are gene 
rally inconſiſtent and interfere with each other----So 
the Caſes are not parallel. Beſides, why, Sir, are we 
' repreſented as turning the World upſide down ? Have 
weever kindled Tumults, raiſed Mobs, demoliſhed Hou- 
ſes, threatned Courts---under a ſeditious Cry, that our 
Churches were in Danger ? We appeal to the impartial 
World, for the Loyalty and Peaceableneſs with which 
we behave. 

You paſs over, by your own Confeſſion, almoſt half 
my Pampblet f unremarked ; in which the Conſtitution 
of the Church of England is compared with that of the 
Church of CngitsT, and they are ſhewn to be Societies 
of a quite different Nature/; ſo as that a Perſon's Sepa- 
ration from the one, ory by no Means imply his Sepa- 
ration from the other. ur replying nothing to this 
you will give me Leave to impute to ſome other Cauſe, 
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than © your not bl any Thing in it, which pretends 

6e torefute or contradift any Poſitign advanced in your Let- 

6e ter.” Is not the Charge of Schiſm your favourite and 
conſtant Topic ? But if I prove the two Societies fo en- 

tirely different in their Conſtitution and Frame, as that 

my not communieating in the former does in no wiſe 

break me off from, nor in the leaſt interrupt myCommuni- 

on in the latter, is not this a Refutation of one of the chief 

and moſt intereſting Parts of your Letters ? And did 

not Juſtice to your Argument demand, if you could 

have given if, à proper Reply? | 

«« »Tis growing mighty modifh, you complain, with 

« our People to laugh at all Notions of Church Com- 

4 munion, and to make nothing of the moſt unneceſſary 

« Separations.“ * Yes, I thank Gon, the loud Peals 

you were wont to ring us upon the Head of Schi/m, are 

| generally treated with pretty much Neglect, not only 
amongſt our People, but even amongſt your own. For 
1 when one ſees grave Gentlemen ſetting themſelves up 


1 for Rulers and Governors in the Name of the Lord, claim 


ing Power to forgive Sins, to decree Ceremonies, to 
make Laws, and to determine Points of Faith ; and 
J then thundering out their Anathemas, upon fuch as re- 
[ fuſe to ſubmit to their Authority --- What muſt this pro- 


tempt, Indignation, and Mirth ? 

Can theſe ſpiritual Fathers in their Conſciences, believe 
our SCHISM to be ſo horrid and fo damning, and yet re- 
fuſe to drop the Ceremonies which they ſee to be the 
Stone of Stumbling, at which we fo grievouſly and wick- 
edly fall? What, for the Sake of a few Things which 


againſt the Cries of ſo many periſhing miſguided Chri- 
figs, and deſtroy the Souls for which Chriſt died! 
orgive me, Sir, if I cannot think it; but that Schiſm 


* * Def. p. 25. 
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is 


voke in all ſenſible Spectators, but a Mixture of Con- 


they own to be indifferent, will they harden themſelves 
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js only uſed as an etl Seareerow, to keep the 
Simple in Awe, and to eſtabliſh a ſacerdotal Empire 
over ductile and weak Minds. | 

« All Chriſtians, you affirm, living. within the Church 
&« of England, which is co-extended, with the Kingdom, 
te may be truly ſaid to owe it Obedience and Submiſ- 
c ſion, and are de Jure, whether they will be or not 
& de Fafto, true Members and Subjects of it *.” But 


pray tell me: Is not the Church of Scotland equally co- 


extended with that Kingdom, as the Church of England 
is with this ? And do not all who live within its Pale, 
owe it like Submiſſion ? Is not the Presbyterian Diſci- 
pline and Worſhip as much eſtabliſhed there, as the 
Epiſcopal is here? If it be Schiſn then, and a grievous 
Sin for Diſſenters to withdraw from the eſtabliſhed 
Church in Soutb- Britain, is it not alike ſchiſmatical and 
wicked in your Epiſcopal Brethren to withdraw from 
the Presbyterian Church eſtabliſned in the North? 
Whence is it we never hcar from you any ſolemn Ad- 
monitions to your Brethren beyond the Tweed, of the 
deteſtable Sin of Schiſm; warning them of its damning 
Nature, and exhorting them ſpeedily to unite with the 
eſtabliſhed Church! Here your grave Lectures may 
poſſibly have good Effet; and if you really thought 
Schiſin ſo grievous an Offence as you affect to repreſent, 
tis ſtrange you never try the Power of your Perſuaſions 
with your Brethren in the North. This would be a2 
noble Proof that you were in earneſt, and ſincere. 
But whilſt, amidſt your warmeſt Harangues againſt the 
Engliſh Separation, you encourage and Support the 
Diſſent from the Scotiſh Church; what can be thought 
of your Outeries about Schiſm, but that they deferve 
a Name more ſevere than I am willing here to give? 

Your Notion of our being © true Members of the 
« Church of England de Jure, tho we are not, and 
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ac will not be de Fafto” 12 is to 1 quite new, and ſur. 
ce 8 my Comprehenſion. I thought it enter'd eſ- 
4 ſentially into the Idea of a Church, that it is a Society 
* of VoLuNnTiEers: A Company join'd together in cer- 
6 tain Acts and Profeſſions by common ConsEnNT.” And 
that without, much leſs againſt, his own Agreement 
and Conſent, no Man could with any Truth be ſtiled 
a Member of any Church. All Perſons living in Chriſ- 
tendom may be ſaid to owe Feſus Chriſt Obedience and 
Submiſſion, with infinitely greater Reaſon than all the 
People of England can be ſaid to owe it to the Church; 
but does it therefore follow, that they are all de Fure, 
if they will not be de Fav, xu Members of the Church 
of Chriſt ? What, thoſe who openly renounce Chriſt, 
declare him to bean Impoſter, and utterly diſavow Obe- 
dience and Subjection to him, can ſuch, with any Truth 
or Propriety, be ſtiled true Members of his Church! 
Strange Divinity indeed ! Chriſt's Church then, inſtead 


. of a Congregation of faithful Perſons, may now be defined 


a Society of impious Blaſphemers, of Infidels and pro- 
phane Perſons, who neither fear Gop, nor believe in 
Feſus Chriſt ; theſe all may be declared and treated as 
true Members of his Church. If this indeed be right, 
then with ſome Pretence it may be ſaid, that thoſe who 
openly renounce and diſclaim the Chyrch of England, 
and declare they will not live in any SubjeCtion to it, may 
yet be conſider'd as true Members of it. 

I owe Allegiance to the King of England, becauſe I 
receive Protection from him, and enjoy innumerable 
civil Bleſſings by means of his Government, under which 
I Conſent to live. But it does not hence follow, that 
I owe Subjection to the Church of England, (as you ar- 


gue, pag. 29.) from whom I receive no Protection, en- 


joy no Benefit nor Advantage, and in Communion with 
which I by no means conſent to live. Coxskxr, Sir, is 
indiſpenſibly and eſſentially neceſſary to form the Re- 
lation betwixt Paſtors and People : And without this 
Conſent 
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Conſent no Church in * Chriſtian or ſcriptural Senſe 
can poſſibly be formed. Diſſenters therefore, can with 
no Juſtoeſ, nor Propriety in the World, be ſtiled true 
Members of your Church. Your ſolemn Excommuni- 
cations of them is really a Caſting ſuch out, as never 
were in it: So the Miracle ſtill remains. 

As to our Poſture of receiving the Lord's Supper, in- 
ſtead of ingenuouſly owning your great Miſrepreſentat ion, 
you ſeek by frivolous and quaint Queſtions to raiſe a 
Duſt ro conceal it. As, + what meaneth this Infor- 
« mant, by ſome of their Churches, which have admit- 
« ted kneeling ? What by ſome in their Churches? 
« If there were any conſiderable Number, Sc. 
Their Number, give meleave to tell you, Sir, is nothing 


to the Purpoſe. Tis the LinERRTY they have to do it, 


is the only Point in Debate. If all have this Liberty. 


tho' not one in five Thouſand ſhould actually uſe it; my 


Point ſtands firm, yours is overthrown ; and you ſtand 


convicted before the World having given a very wrong 
and injurious Account of us. You raſhly aſſerted that 
Kneeling among us was NEVER allowed to be departed from ; 


that our Miniſters 1NS!1STED upon, and REFUSED to abate it. 
---- This, from my own certain Knowledge, from the 
Information of others, from Baxter's reform'd Liturgy, 
I proved to be a falſe Repreſentation. In the ſecond 
Edition of my Letter, (pag. 21.) | added a Paſſage 
from Dr. Calamy's brief Account to the German Divines, 
which expreſly ſays, The Communicants amongſt PRo- 


TESTANT DISSENTERS are AT LIBERTY to uſe their OWN 


Pos1URE inthe Time of Receiving ; tho" a Table Poſture 


| is moſt commonly uſed. Note, To this brief Account, &c. 
you appear to have been no Stranger ; you had, doubt- 


leſs, read it; for you quote a long Paſſage from it 


(Lett. II. p. 62.) not four Lines diſtant from that I 
have now cited. How then could you take upon you 
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ſo roundly to . it 15 NEVER AELOWED to be 
departed fron, &c. When you had ſeen it deelared to 
the World that our Communicants were Ar LIBERTY to 
wſe their own POSTURE |! | 

But if this deſerves an ingenuous Bluſh, I am called 
upon to bluſh with you, * For having ſaid that Chriſt 
« and his Apoſtles, without all Pcradventure, ſat around 
« the Table, when every Body knows, who knows any 
ce Thing at all, that they uſed the recumbing Poſture, 
* which is no more Sitting than it is Kneeling . f 
If my Aſſertion cannot be ſupported by indiſputable 
Authority, I have a Bluſh at your Command, Sir. Let 
my Vouchers be heard. St. Matthew “ ſays, be sar 
DowN with the Twelve--- And as they were eating, JESUS 
took Bread and bleſſed it. St. Mark F, As they sar and 
did eat, Irsus took Bread, &c. St. Luke +, When the 
Hour was come, he sar DOWN, and the twelve Apoſtles with 
him : And he took the Bread and gave Thanks, If I am 
now to be correfed for repreſenting Chriſt and his Apol- 
tles as SITTING around the Table, the Weight of the 
Stroke will fall entirely upon the Scriptures 3 under 
which Patronage I am ſafe. I make no Manner of 
Doubt, Sir, but the Poſture was ſitting, though with the 
Body, perhaps, a little leaning or reclin d. Nor would 
our Language afford our Tranſlators any better, or in- 
deed any other, Word than ſuting to expreſs it by. 
Pray, how would you render it---As they RECUMB'D and 
did eat And when the Hour was come, he RECUMB'D with 
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us, the Poſture was, ſitting on a Couch, leaning the left 


Elbow on the Table. 


My Account of the Conſtitution of the Church of 
England, of the regal Supremacy, and of the Proceed- 
ings of the Convocation in the Affair of Mr. Fhiſton, 
you call Miſrepreſentations +; but I obſerve you are ſo 
prudent as not to offer a ſingle Word in Proof of their 
being ſuch. 

Your repreſenting me as having a great Zeal for Ari. 
aniſm, and being fond of theſe new Notions ff, for which 
I had given not the leaſt real Occaſion, is an Artifice 
fo low, that you muſt give me Leave to look down with 
great Pity upon it; not doubting but I have an Advo- 
cate and an Avenger in your Breaſt. 
There is ſomething truly extraordinary in your af- 
firming---** That the damnatory Clauſes of the Athana- 
e fian Creed may be as ſafely ſubſcribed, without any 
& explanatory Declaration, as the holy Scriptures ; at 
« leaſt ſuch Paſſages, as He that believeth not ſhall bg 
& damned He that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee 
Life, but the Wrath of GOD abideth on him ꝓt, &c. ” 
As much as to ſay, You may as confidently aſſent to the 
Deciſions of a weak and fallible Man, concerning the 
everlaſting State of Multicudes of his Fellow-Men, as to 
the Decifion of the omniſcient and infallible Gop. 
Or thus, becauſe Gop hath fixed ſome Terms for 3 
Man's Entrance into Life, therefore Man may take up- 
on him to deviſe and fix other. Or thus, becauſe 
Cnr1sT bad Authoritv to pronounce, that no Man who 
received not the Goſpel, which he preached, fhould 
finally be faved, therefore Athanaſius (if he was itg 
Compiler) had Authority to pronounce, that no Man who 
believed not the Creed which he had made, ſhould attain 
eternal Life, but ſhould everlaſtingly periſb.--+*Are theſe 
Concluſions juſt ? | 
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I cannot think yell to ech your Forgiveneſs, Sir, 
for asking, Whether you were amongſt the weak 
« and uncharitable Minds, who damn to the Pit of Hell, 
% all who cannot receive all the dark and myſterious 
« Points ſer forth in the Athanaſian Creed. For does not 
that Creed moſt peremptorily pronounce this Damnation on 
all ſuch ? Are not you a zealous Advocate and Admirer 
of that Creed ? Do you not yourſelf thirteen Times a 
Year, in the Preſence and Church of Gop, and as his 
Miniſter and Ambaſſador, declare ſolemnly to the Peo- 
ple, That whoever dees not keep wHOLE and UNDEFILED the 
Faith therein delivered, he ſhall wirnour pour periſh 
everlaſtingly ? Where then is the Wrong of my asking, 
Whether you are amongſt the uncharitable Perſons ? G&c. 
For if you are ſincere in its Uſe, and do really believe 
what you ſolemnly tell the People, when you read to 
them that Creed, I cannot ſee but you muſt be content 
to bereckoned in that Number. For how to reconcile 
a ſolemn Declaration concerning certain Perſons, that 
WITHOUT DOUBT they periſh everlaſtingly, with Hopes of 
their Salvation, is to me quite incomprehenſible. 

The Subſcriptions of our Miniſters, with the Pro- 
teſtation they made againſt the damnatory Clauſes, can 
with no Truth, I apprehend, be called“ a Proteſtatio 
contra Factum, nor a ſubſcribing Aſſent to the Iruth 
« of certain Propoſitions, at the ſame Time declaring 
«* they do not aſſent to ir.f” For it really amounted 
to no more than this I believe the Articles of this 
« Creed, and think it agreeable to the Word of Gop, 
* but I here publickly declare, I do not conſider the 
« damnatory Clauſes as any Part of the Creed, nor give 
« my Aſſent to them. As for the Subſcrip- 
tion of our preſent Miniſters, if it be not done under 
a Claim of the Benefit of this Proteſtation made by 
their Predeceſſors, or with ſome ſuch Proteſtation 
made by themſelyes ; I freely own, Sir, I cannot juſ- 
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tify it, and think it a Thing which ought not to be 
done. 

SUBSCRIPTION to human Creeds have, I apprehend, 
been of infinite Diſſervice and Hurt to the Chriſtian 
Church, have rent it into a Variety of Sects and angry 
Parties, and filled it with innumerable Strifes and De- 
bates : They are @ Fence raiſed around the Church, which 
can poſſibly keep none but virtuous and honeſt Perſons, 
but never can keep one Hypocrite, one Heretick, or wicked 
Man, from entering into it. I wiſh the Caſe you mention 
may not be extremely common, viz. Fraudulent and in- 
iſh Y fincere Subſcriptions, and the conſtant Uſe of Forms, which 
g, | they who uſe them do not approve of, whereby the Conſcience 
c. is defiled. * 
ve But the Point of Subſcriptions which is the Subject 
to of your Appendix, will be conſidered by an abler Hand; 
nt who will give you, I hope, ample Satisfaction on this 
ile Head: To his Inſtructions I commend you, Sir, wiſhing 
"at you with great Sincerity, abundant Peace and Truth. 
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